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A Message from the Principal:  
Mr Peter Gale
Welcome to the Mary Hare prospectus. 
What exactly is Mary Hare? It’s a charity 
and at its heart it is a thriving school for 
deaf children and young people.

We offer small classes, so that you can  
hear and take part as an equal, taught  
by Teachers of the Deaf who know the 
words and grammar you find difficult  
and we teach all the subjects that you 
would expect to find in your local school. 

You probably know that we don’t use sign 
language in teaching and learning, but we 
do a lot of things to help you understand. 
We believe that deaf people should not 
grow up isolated and feeling different.  
We offer you a large deaf peer group  
from whom you can pick your friends. 

And these are exactly the things that our 
pupils tell us about their time here – lessons  
you can hear and understand and people 
like you who know what it’s like to be deaf.

I’d like to finish with a word about boarding.  
You may feel that this is the one thing that 
rules us out and it’s probably a concern for 
your parents. Again, come and see us, talk 
to our pupils and care staff and see for 
yourself. We’ve got well over 200 pupils 
here who have faced this issue and are now 
part of a really happy boarding community.

Some children and young people are quite 
happy in their local schools, but some need 
something different. If you think you might be  
one of these young people, come and see us  
and find out why this is such a special place.

Contents
About Mary Hare School 4

Choosing Mary Hare School: 6

 Who is Mary Hare School for? 6

  Why do we teach using an  
auditory/oral approach? 7

  How do we enable students to  
learn and achieve? 7

How to Apply 8

Mary Hare Primary School 10

Mary Hare Secondary School 12

  
Mary Hare Sixth Form 16 

Speech and Language Therapy 20

Audiology 21

Group Hearing Aid 22

Additional Special Educational Needs 23

Health Care 23

Alumni 24

Website and contact details 26

Mary Hare School for Deaf Children

For more information visit our website 
where you can:

 Arrange an individual visit

 Take a virtual tour around our school

  Keep an eye on our school dates  
and events

 Get in touch with us

 Find out directions to campuses

 Order a prospectus

 Read our newsletter

 Check out our videos on YouTube

 Like our Facebook page

 Follow us on Twitter

Plus much, much more.

www.maryhareschool.org.uk

Tel: 01635 244200

Minicom: 01635 244260

Fax: 01635 248019

Email: enquiries@maryhare.org.uk

Address: Mary Hare School, Arlington Manor, 
Snelsmore Common, Newbury,  
Berkshire, RG14 3BQ
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1883  Miss Mary Hare first opened a small school 
for deaf boys and girls at Norbury in London

1916  The school moved to Dene Hollow in 
West Sussex

1946  After the death of Mary Hare, the school 
is renamed as Mary Hare Grammar School 
for the deaf

1949  Mary Hare School moves to its current site 
in Newbury

1957  School building and Dulverton Hall opened

1962  Mansell House, boarding facility for boys 
opened

1977 Blount Hall, dining facility opened

1985 Whitefield Library opened

1989 Flexford Science Block opened

1991 Founding of the Mary Hare Foundation

1995 Wroughton Sixth Form Centre opened

1996 Post graduate courses & training began,
  Mary Hare Primary School is established 

after the buying and moving of Mill Hall 
School in Sussex to the current site in  
Newbury

1997 Arlington Labs is established

2001  Princess Margaret Art & Design Centre 
opened

2002  HARS (hearing aid repair service) established

2006  Arlington Arts Centre, Music Therapy Unit, 
Mary Hare Hearing Centre, Newbury 
opened. Mill Hall Weddings established

2013  Murray House, boarding facility for Year 11 
pupils opened

2013  Additional boarding accommodation for 
Year 7 pupils ‘Howard House 2’ is opened

2016  Mary Hare celebrates 70th anniversary

Mary Hare School for Deaf Children

4 5

Our mission
To be a thriving centre of excellence which provides and advises on the 
best possible education for deaf children and young people, where lives 
and life chances are transformed and where children, young people and 
adults are excited and proud to be.

Objectives   
•  Achieve the highest possible standards of educating deaf children, from early learning 

to tertiary education 

•  Be a major influence of national policy, practice and guidance in relation to deaf children and 
their education 

• Enable families to achieve their vision and aspirations for their deaf child 

• Support deaf children and young people in their emotional and social well-being 

•  Be recognised as a key provider of the highest quality training for all practitioners working 
with deaf children and young people 

•  Provide consultancy, advisory support, assessment and technical services that support the vision

A brief history of Mary Hare School 
Mary Hare School has grown from the vision of one woman to become the mission  
of many people dedicated to securing the future of deaf children and young people.

Miss Mary Hare
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Choosing Mary Hare School

Who is Mary Hare School for?
Mary Hare School is a national school for deaf children.  
Most of the pupils are profoundly or severely deaf, but  
some are moderately deaf. We aim to provide deaf children  
with the education and support they need to enable them  
to achieve their full potential. 

Although we are primarily concerned with the best  
possible education for deaf children, we are equally  
committed to their overall development. Each child  
who comes to Mary Hare has his or her own unique  
‘story’ and it is our role to listen to these children and  
their families, with the aim of finding out whether  
Mary Hare School can meet their needs. We want  
to engage with parents and encourage them to  
make an informed choice for their child.

“ Teaching is good, with some examples of  
outstanding teaching in the secondary school.”

  (Ofsted October 2014)

Why do we teach using an auditory/oral approach?

The biggest challenge facing many deaf children 
is the development of their language. Your child 
might be of average or above average ability, but 
have a depressed reading age, vocabulary and  
understanding of written and spoken English.  
This is often confirmed by a big gap between non-
verbal and verbal IQ. Our challenge is to ensure 
that your child has closed that gap by the time 
they take their GCSEs. We believe that the best 
way to do this is by immersing your child in written 
and spoken English. It is our aim that your child 
learns to express views and relate facts accurately 
in English and, for that reason, we do not use sign 
language in teaching and learning.

At Mary Hare School, we are confident that the 
excellent classroom acoustics, use of technology  
and expertise of the staff mean that the vast 

majority of deaf children can learn this way, even  
if they have deaf parents and use BSL at home or  
if their principal support at their previous school 
has come through sign. 

The primary aim of our philosophy is to give our 
pupils the language they need for their education 
and beyond. The second major benefit of the  
English medium approach is the support it gives 
your child in improving their speech and listening  
skills. This is a school where all deaf children have 
a voice and where it is heard respectfully by the 
whole community. It is our experience that the  
deaf children we meet want to talk and to listen 
and want help in developing those skills.

Away from the classroom, some pupils will sign 
socially with their friends, although we will always 
encourage them to use their voices. 

 

How do we enable students to learn and achieve?

•  Mary Hare has been educating deaf children for 130 years and training teachers 
of the deaf since 1991. This experience helps us to identify the barriers to learning  
for a hearing-impaired student and how to overcome these obstacles

•  All our teachers are qualified subject specialists as well as trained 
Teachers of the Deaf

• Small class sizes of between 8-12 students

•  Our own specially developed Group Hearing Aid enables students 
to use the residual hearing and hear everyone in the classroom –  
not just the teacher

• Interactive whiteboards in all classrooms

•  U-shape desk arrangements so that all students can lip read each 
other as well as the teacher

• All teaching rooms are acoustically treated

•  A positive classroom environment where students are encouraged 
and do not feel embarrassed to ask questions or for help

• Great facilities which match those in other schools

•  Supervised homework (prep) to help students and monitor their 
grasp of lesson content

•  A large peer group of deaf young people in which students feel 
fully integrated
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How to apply
If you are interested in finding out how to secure a place for your child at Mary Hare then 
please follow these steps: 

Step 1:
Book a family visit or come to one of our Open 
Days to see if Mary Hare is suitable for your child.

To arrange a family visit or to find out when our next  
Open Day is please book a place on our website:  
www.maryhareschool.org.uk  
or alternatively contact:

Natalie Ross, for a Secondary or Sixth Form enquiry:
Tel: 01635 244200 
Minicom: 01635 244215 
Fax: 01635 248019
Email: enquiries@maryhare.org.uk

Tricia Weaver, for enquiries about a Primary 
School visit:
Tel & Minicom: 01635 573800 
Fax: 01635 524999
Email: primary@maryhare.org.uk

Family visits are a great opportunity for you to see 
not only the school, but to discuss your child’s  
specific situation and needs with us in person.

Step 2:
If, after a visit, you decide Mary Hare is the right 
school for your child, please contact us to book  
your child in for either our Year 7 November  
Entrance Assessments or if your child is not  
starting in Year 7 then an assessment visit  
(1-5 days depending on if you are applying  
for Primary, Secondary or Sixth Form).

Step 3:
After your child’s assessment visit we will contact 
you by letter to tell you if Mary Hare School is  
able to meet your child’s needs and will therefore 
be offering them a place. If a place is offered to  
your child you must respond in writing to formally 
accept or decline the place.

Step 4:
Once we have received your acceptance that you 
would like your child to join our school, we will be  
in touch to help and advise you through the process  
of securing funding from your Local Authority.

When applying for funding it is really important to 
keep Natalie Ross or Tricia Weaver updated at every 
step. We do not want you to feel that you are on 
your own during this process. We will offer help 
and advice every step of the way and will work 
closely with your National Deaf Children’s Society 
(NDCS) Family Officer.

Please note that your child must have an Education 
Health Care Plan Statement of Special Educational 
Needs in order to attend Mary Hare School (unless  
you are an international student). If your child does 
not have a statement then please check out the 
funding section on our website about how  
to request a statement for your child  
www.maryhareschool.org.uk/parents 
or call Natalie Ross or Tricia Weaver for more advice.
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Mary Hare Primary School
Mary Hare Primary School for deaf children is beautifully  
situated on the rural outskirts of Newbury, Berkshire.  
It caters for primary-aged children who attend as either  
day or weekly boarders.

The key aims of the school are to develop students spoken  
English language skills, to support the development of  
self-esteem and foster an enjoyment in learning.

We would like to offer you an open invitation to visit us at the  
Primary School, to see our teaching methods in action, meet  
our dedicated staff and to look around our extensive buildings.

“Younger pupils are acquiring good
 habits and developing positive a

ttitudes to learning  

and each other.” (Ofsted, October 2014)
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Learning
Mary Hare Primary School offers a vibrant primary 
curriculum that is tailored to meet the needs of 
hearing-impaired children. Taught within an auditory 
-oral philosophy, class groups normally have between 
5 and 8 pupils working with a qualified Teacher of 
the Deaf in good acoustic conditions. Group hearing 
aids further support each child’s use of residual 
hearing. Classroom assistants work in partnership  
with the teachers to support the work of the children.  
The high staff/pupil ratio means that adult support 
is readily available for pupils for follow-up work, 
reinforcement or an individual programme.

As well as classroom-based lessons, all children 
have weekly Music, Art, PE and Technology lessons. 

As the children progress through the school, the 
curriculum becomes increasingly wide-ranging  
and, for the oldest pupils, includes French and 

 
Health Education. At Mary Hare Primary we are 
extremely fortunate to have wonderful school 
grounds where there is massive potential for  
learning. Our curriculum frequently takes us  
outside the classroom into those grounds to enjoy 
first-hand experiences with nature. We believe that 
such experiences inspire enthusiasm for learning, 
and motivate our children to develop as healthy, 
confident, and responsible citizens.

Most children have a limited amount of homework 
each evening - 20 minutes for younger children 
and 45 minutes for older pupils. Homework is  
set both to reinforce and to extend the learning  
which has taken place through the day. In residence, 
care staff support the children in this work and on 
occasions will organise outings to further enrich 
the children’s understanding of a particular topic.

Play & Care
We pay great attention to providing a homely,  
caring atmosphere and our specially trained staff 
take every opportunity to use the children’s  
experience in play and the routines of the home  
to foster their general development. The growth  
of self-discipline and respect for other people are 
essential elements in growing up.

When the children come out from lessons at 4.00 pm 
the Care Staff are waiting to meet them and to 
hear about the school day. Each bedroom group, 
which can vary in size, is the responsibility of one 
keyworker. This keyworker will look after every  
aspect of your child’s welfare, keeping in regular 
contact with you, liaising with the school nurse, 
talking with teachers, planning individual programmes 
and attending annual reviews.

We have taken great steps to make the bedrooms, 
play room and other accommodation areas as 
friendly as possible, to ensure your child is happy 
during his/her time at school. At the Primary School 
students who choose to board only stay 4 nights a 
week, going home on a Friday after school and not 
returning until late Monday morning.

After school clubs are a very important part of the 
provision. Children can participate in a range of 
on and off-site activities; this range is frequently 
revised and extended. Children are given every  
encouragement to attend clubs within the  
neighbourhood so that over time they can mix  
with confidence both at school and in the local 
hearing community. Arrangements can always  
be made for day pupils to join in these activities. 

For more detailed information about our  
Primary School please either look on our website at 
www.maryhareschool.org.uk/primary 
or contact Tricia Weaver on 
Tel & Minicom: 01635 573800,  
Fax: 01635 524999 or  
Email: primary@maryhare.org.uk

“Whilst we really miss him, we see how  
confident he is becoming, how his speech 
is developing and how happy he is.”
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Mary Hare Secondary School
At Mary Hare Secondary School we know how important it is to achieve a balance  
between the social and academic development of our students. We believe they  
must be happy and confident in order to be able to achieve their full potential. 

Therefore, if you are a young person, or a parent of a child who is perhaps not settling  
in at school or not able to fully understand and participate in lessons, please come and 
see what we can offer. Your future plans will be influenced by your achievements at 
school and as you continue to look through our prospectus we hope you will see  
evidence of the difference we have already made to so many young people’s lives  
and those of their families.

Check out our YouTube page or go to our website to see our video of a typical day  
for a student at Mary Hare Secondary School.

“I am really enjoying being here 
it is like I have another family.”
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Lessons
At Mary Hare we have a large enough peer group 
in each year to be able to set our pupils, not by  
intelligence, but language ability. In years 7, 8 & 
9 we split pupils into four form groups in order 
to bridge language gaps and to prepare them for 
GCSE’s. In each year, we have one class which is 
broadly age appropriate in language, reading and 
vocabulary. In fact some children in this class might 
have language levels higher than their age. 

A second class meets the needs of pupils who may 
well have the same potential, but whose language 
is delayed by approximately two years. This means 
that material needs to be adapted, but not simplified, 
to meet their needs and to try to close this gap.

 

Finally, our language enrichment classes (LEGs and 
LEGs plus) are for children whose language might 
be delayed by four years. These two classes have 
additional support in lessons and in homework  
and more intensive involvement of Speech and 
Language Therapists. 

All students in years 7 – 9 have supervised prep/ 
homework for one hour after school. 

At the secondary school we offer our students a 
full curriculum that is on par with their hearing 
peers and they are not excluded or taken out of 
any subjects, including French, Music and PE. 

Yr7 – Yr9
English, Mathematics, Science, Technology, ICT, Art, 
Music, History, Geography, RE/RS, French, Business 
Studies, Media Studies, PE and PHSE of  
a particular topic. 

GCSE
At GCSE level (years 10 & 11) students have to take 
a selection of compulsory subjects and then they 
get to choose 4 additional subjects as shown in 
the list to the right. Pupils can also opt to take 3 
separate sciences, but this would then restrict them 
to only 3 additional subjects. 

At this level students will more likely be in mixed 
ability groups which will vary in size depending on 
the number of students selecting individual subjects. 
Some of the core subjects will still be streamed  
according to ability.

Compulsory subjects:

English, Mathematics, Science (two GCSEs), ICT,  
Religious Studies

Students then have to make four choices  
from subjects such as the following:

Geography, History, Religious Studies, French, 
Design Technology Graphics, Design Technology 
Resistant Materials, BTEC First Certificate in Music 
(Technology), Information and Communication 
Technology, Art & Design Textiles, Art & Design, 
Business Studies (BTEC), Dance, Drama, French, 
Child Development, Media Studies, Music,  
Photography, Physical Education, Catering (BTEC)

For the latest information about the GCSE courses 
we are currently offering then please look at the 
insert at the back of this prospectus. 

A full description of GCSE and A level courses  
are available on our website in the secondary  
and 6th Form sections.



Mary Hare School for Deaf Children

14 15

Boarding

Making the decision to go to a boarding school  
is a huge step for you and your family, but if you 
live far away (like most of our students) then  
you might have to consider boarding with us  
during the week and maybe at weekends.

For many of you this may be your first time away 
from home. But do not worry, as we have a lovely 
dedicated team of care staff who will help you  
settle in and will support your parents with regular  
updates on your progress. You will be so busy  
making friends and joining in activities that you  
will only just be able to find time each evening to 
have a quick Skype chat with mum and dad to tell 
them about your day!

All Year 7 students board together in Howard 
House where girls sleep on one floor and boys 
on another. In years 8 to 10 students are split by 
gender. Girls board in the Manor House and boys 
board in Mansell House. When students are in  
Year 11 they board in our brand new boarding 
facility, Murray House where each student has  
his/her own room. 

  
Why not have a look through the videos on our 
website for more information on our secondary 
school boarding facilities, as these have been put 
together by our care staff and students to give 
you a true flavour of what boarding at Mary Hare 
is like. If you still have some questions, please feel 
free to get in touch or come and visit us to see  
our boarding facilities for yourself.

Just remember, every boarder and their family  
went through a stage of thinking it wouldn’t  
work for them. Now they tell us they love it!

“ When I first came here I was very  
homesick, but after two weeks  
I recovered as my  
new friends kept  
me happy. Don’t  
worry because  
you have support  
all around you.” 

After school fun 
After school there is a full programme of activities,  
organised by the care staff. Students can take part  
in horse riding, karate, life skills, trampolining, 
swimming, football, dodgeball, boxercise, arts  
and crafts, tennis, cricket, skateboarding, mountain  
biking, running, Duke of Edinburgh Award, canoeing  
and so much more.

At the weekend there are roller disco and shopping 
trips, cinema and lunch in the local town of  
Newbury, football training and tournaments,  
puzzles and competitions, wall-climbing in  
Reading, visits to local events and shows, plus  
trips further afield to theme parks and attractions 
like the London Dungeons.

Cole’s Diner is the school youth club. Styled as  
an American diner, it is a place where pupils  
can meet, hangout and have refreshments.  
Cole’s Diner runs a number of themed evenings 
during term time such as; a mixed evening with 
Compton Teenscene Youth Club and Reading  
Deaf Society, comedy show, race night, national 
curry week, national cheese pizza day, pirates day 
and street dance.

.

  
“ The quality of provision is good.  
Residential pupils have good  
relationships with Care Staff”. 

  (Ofsted October 2014)
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they feel part of a community.” 
(Ofsted, October 2014)
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Mary Hare Sixth Form
At Mary Hare Sixth Form we believe in helping hearing-impaired students to aim high.  
We are without doubt the biggest centre for deaf students wanting to study A Levels  
and BTECs in the UK. Nearly every student at Mary Hare School stays with us for Sixth 
Form and we are delighted to welcome students from other schools. Nearly all our  
students go on to higher education, although we are equally proud of those who  
decide to go into employment.

Our aim is to remove the obstacles that might prevent our students from reaching their 
potential. We have a dedicated team of specialist Teachers of the Deaf, excellent resources 
and small class sizes, and this combined with the hard work and determination of our 
students, leads to excellent results.

Whilst we take great pride in our academic results and the  
academic achievements of our students, we recognise that  
some young people prefer to pursue more vocational or  
apprenticeship style routes into the workplace. Therefore  
at Mary Hare Sixth Form as well as offering a wide range of 
A Levels and BTECs, we now have a tailor-made vocational  
learning programme.

Studies
Most of the work will be new, and much of it will 
be challenging. You will be stretched! We hope 
you will find that there is no greater satisfaction 
than mastering something you thought you would 
never be able to do. You will discover talents that 
you never knew you had, and achieve things that 
you thought were beyond you. When you do, you 
will find staff who will share your excitement and 
enthusiasm, for they too expect great things of you.

You will also need to learn to study in new ways. 
You will not be spoon-fed, and you will need to 
study independently. Your tutors will help you to 
develop the skills necessary to do this through a 
“learning to learn” programme. We expect you  
to study after school but we also encourage you  
to take part in evening events and activities. 

It is important that you relax and enjoy the company 
of your friends when you have finished your work. 
We believe that you need to study for around three 
hours outside the school day, either in your bedroom 
or in the computer rooms, which are open until 
9pm Monday to Thursday.

   
By the time you finish your Sixth Form course with 
us you should be quite capable of studying at a 
higher level in university or college.

For more information about the Sixth Form courses 
currently on offer, then please look in the pocket at 
the back of this prospectus. 

All our courses fit into the National framework of 
qualifications and most attract UCAS tariff points. 
Mary Hare also offers specialist classes for those 
students who need to take English or Maths GCSE 
again. If there are any courses not listed in the  
syllabus that you would like to study, please contact 
Mary Hare. We may be able to offer additional  
subjects delivered in partnership with local providers.

If you are still unsure what to study for Sixth Form 
then why not come along to one of our Sixth Form 
Information days and speak to the subject teachers 
of the subjects you might be interested in, to get  
a better idea. The date for our next Sixth Form  
Information Day will be advertised on our website. 

Preparing for the future
The Careers Education and Guidance Programme 
aims to prepare students for the transition into 
Further/Higher Education or Employment.  
Students are helped to explore the broad range  
of post-18 options available including support  
with writing UCAS applications, exploring gap  
year opportunities, choosing colleges and gaining 
employment. A specialist Personal Adviser from 
‘Adviza’ (Connexions Service) delivers advice  
and guidance to sixth-form students, offering  
individual interviews to discuss future plans.  

   
In Year 12 students attend the UCAS Thames  
Valley Higher Education Convention held annually 
in Reading.

There are some exciting opportunities for Sixth 
Formers to get involved with work experience.  
We work with a number of local employers and 
some further afield to provide students with work 
experience to help them make the transition from 
school into further education and work.
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“The good thing about studying 
A levels at Mary Hare is the small classes”



Boarding

The Wroughton 6th Form Centre was designed 
with the intention of helping to provide a transition 
between 6th Form and life after school. Care Staff 
encourage independence, but are still on hand if 
you need help or are misbehaving!

The Sixth Form accommodation is organised  
into four self-contained blocks, each with  
accommodation for fifteen students. Students 
either share with one other, or are the sole  
occupant of a study/bedroom. Shared rooms  
have en-suite bathrooms and single rooms  
have one bathroom for two students.

Each block has WIFI for internet access outside 
school hours, a common room for relaxing in  
the evenings, plus a kitchen in case you miss  
breakfast or decide to cook instead of going  
to the school dining hall. 

Around the back of Carnarvon Hall, which is  
mainly devoted to Sixth Formers recreational needs 
and leisure activities, you have your own laundrette.  
Yes you are expected to do your own washing!

 

“ Boarding at 6th form at Mary Hare  
has given me and my friends  
interdependent skills, to do things  
that we would expect to do if we 
owned our own house/flat. It’s a  
good stepping stone for preparing  
for uni life.” 

Social Life 
Of course you sometimes need to take a break 
from your studies!

Carnarvon Hall is provided for the 6th Form as a 
social and recreational meeting place. Care Staff 
and pupils organise on and off-site evening  
activities, such as swimming, football, quizzes, 
movie nights and evenings out in the Newbury 
area. At weekends there are trips to the cinema,  
ice skating, shopping, and ten-pin bowling  
depending on interest, plus special trips are  
made to places like the Clothes Show, concerts  
and sporting events. Every year leavers attend  
a leaver’s lunch and leaver’s ball – which is a  
glamorous occasion.

Within the 6th Form there is the social committee,  
set-up each year to focus on making Sixth Form  
life as enjoyable as possible. House meetings  
are held once a month to discuss any issues  
which the students feel affect their lives in the 
Wroughton Centre. There is a thriving student 
council with reps from each year group who  
meet half-termly to discuss a variety of topics  
and concerns, with staff reps from both care  
and school. 

In February of Year 12 students can apply to  
become prefects. Successful applicants serve  
for one year and have a range of responsibilities 
and help organise whole school events. And lastly 
you can put yourself forward to be Head Boy or 
Head Girl. So you have plenty of opportunities  
to get involved and have your say.

Mary Hare School for Deaf Children
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“Pupils in the Sixth Form benefi
t from teaching that is good a

nd often outstanding” 

(Ofsted October 2014)

 



“…we also find it a great help that all of his audiology needs  are looked after and monitored on a regular basis…” 
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Speech and  
Language Therapy
Mary Hare Primary School has four part-time 
Speech & Language Therapists who work closely  
with educational and care staff to promote  
optimum progress in spoken language development 
for all the children. Each child is allocated a lead 
therapist who is responsible for speech and language 
intervention and advice. The lead therapist also 
provides a detailed report for the child’s Annual 
Review. Children are usually seen 2-3 times a  
week depending on their profile.

At the Secondary School there is a team of  
full-time and part-time Speech and Language 
Therapists who provide both individual and  
group opportunities for pupils to improve  
their spoken language, communication and  
listening skills.

   
   
Teaching programmes take into account the results 
of the work of Speech and Language Therapists, 
together with any advice they are able to offer 
teaching staff. Language support work is carried 
out co-operatively between teachers and Speech 
and Language Therapists. Pupils do not normally 
miss lessons to attend Speech and Language  
Therapy. In years 7-11 they have their appointments 
at lunchtime or after school. Sixth formers are  
usually seen in one of their free study periods.

Audiology
Great emphasis is placed on utilising the residual 
hearing of our students so it is important that  
we have effective systems for making sure their  
equipment is working properly.

Mary Hare’s Audiology Department is equipped 
with modern audiometric facilities enabling our  
resident Audiologists to monitor pupils’ hearing  
on-site. Earmould impressions can also be taken  
in school preventing the need for time-wasting 
clinic journeys. Our Audiologists work closely with 
the local hospital Audiology teams and most of the 
Cochlear Implant teams around the UK. More than 
50% of pupils are Cochlear Implant users.

All staff are trained in checking hearing aids and all 
systems and any faults are dealt with immediately.

“...I get lots of support with lea
rning to listen through my new 

processor…” 



“…the staff and their support at Mary Hare are beyond any words  I am able to express…” 

Group Hearing Aid
Mary Hare School has developed a unique group 
hearing aid system which enables pupils to use 
their residual hearing to the maximum effect. 
Through the use of personal microphones they  
are able to hear themselves and their classmates  
as clearly as they hear the teacher. All children  
attending the school are fitted with their own 
interface box to use with the system. This system 
cuts out nearly all background noise and is an 
invaluable teaching and learning tool, especially 
when introducing a new topic to the class.

“ I like the sound because it helps me to 
listen and it’s got volume. I love it.” 

Additional Special  
Educational Needs
If additional special educational needs are  
identified over and above those associated  
with a child’s hearing impairment, the school’s  
co-ordinator for special educational needs will 
oversee additional support and where appropriate 
co-ordinate the work of a classroom assistant.

Effective access to the curriculum depends on  
appropriate technology and teaching methods  
being consistently applied by every member of  

the teaching staff.

Health care
There is 24-hour nursing care available for all  
children at Mary Hare School. The school has its 
own surgery which is used by the school nurse, who 
deals with all health matters affecting the pupils.

If a pupil needs medical attention during the school 
week, this is attended to by either a member of 
the school care staff or the nurse. If necessary, the 
nurse will consult with the Newbury GP who is the 
school’s Medical Officer.
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“Good! I like the sound because it
 helps me listen and its got vol

ume.  

I love it.” 



Mary Hare School for Deaf Children

24 25

Staying in touch with our Alumni
Mary Hare School is proud that so many of its 
former pupils want to stay in touch with the 
School. We want to hear about what they get  
up to after they have left us and what they achieve 
as they make their way in life.

Our alumni are an inspiration to our pupils showing 
them what is possible and offering advice on many 
aspects of further education and career choices.  

We hear from alumni who attended Mary Hare  
in the early days – they tell us how much the 
school has changed over the years – and those 
who left more recently.

Oliver left Mary Hare in 2007 and sent this 
e-mail as he started his university course: 

“ I have been able to fully mix with  
the hearing community and is much 
easier than I had expected with a lot 
more people being very forthcoming 
and helpful especially the bus services 
who have been of an enormous help 
to direct me to the place where I can 
get batteries etc. I have met some  
deaf people here and have joined a 
local club so will continue to benefit 
from both worlds.”
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Early days at Mary Hare School 

It is also interesting to speak to alumni from the 
older days and hear them reminisce about how 
much the school has changed since they were  
students here. Mira Goldberg was a pupil at 
Mary Hare from 1965 - 1974, she gives these 
words of advice to pupils and families considering 
coming here: 

“ It is a great opportunity to go to  
Mary Hare – it will be the making  
of you. And you will make lifetime 
friends like I have. I still have  
wonderful friends that go back  
to Mary Hare 40 years ago!” 

Every year at Speech Day we invite former  
pupils to come and receive awards for their 
achievements whilst at Mary Hare School,  
and after they have left.

Laurentia Tan, won a bronze and silver medal 
at the London 2012 Paralympics, and returned to  
Mary Hare to receive the first Hugh Ogus award  
for Outstanding Achievement. Lauren inspired  
the students with these words 

“ One may choose one’s own destiny 
in life, achieve own goals, reach 
dreams, but no one can do it on  
their own... a lot of things in life  
are achieved through teamwork.” 

You will find a ‘case study’ of a former pupil at  
the back of the prospectus. Also if you are a  
former pupil and would like to stay in touch  
please go to our website and register with us:   
www.maryhareschool.org.uk/alumni 

“ I would not [have] of been able  
to be where I am without their  
support or encouragement”

“ I have been able to fully mix with the 
hearing community… so will continue 
to benefit from both worlds.” 

“ To be prepared for university, it  
is vital that you have an ‘identity’  
in the hearing world and have  
the confidence to mix, interact  
and work together. You will be  
surprised just how far you can get!”

“ I know all too well that if more young 
people were allowed to get into  
Mary Hare there would be more  
[Hearing Impaired People] with degrees”


