
 
 

Dear Alumni Members, 
 
You may or may not know, this is my final term after 15 years as Chair of the Mary Hare Alumni 
Association. I will be stepping down at the Board of Mary Hare’s AGM/ Speech Day in November. 
 
It is strange to note that when I first joined at the age of 20, I would have never thought I would 
become the longest serving Governor of Mary Hare School. This tells me on one hand it is a 
tremendous achievement and the Association has grown so much whereas on the other hand, it tells 
me it is time for change!  
 
How I joined is a funny story: one year after leaving Mary Hare in 2003 I happened to bump into the 
school bursar. He mentioned he was on the Board and that the Association was on the brink of 
collapse and urgently needed fresh perspective, energy and enthusiasm. He suggested I put my 
name forward and the rest is history!  
 
We are a thriving organisation with active members that support the school in a variety of ways. 
Mary Hare now welcome visitors from the Alumni who have organised their own mini reunions and 
we have an active database of members that the school can contact for support, and vice-versa. 
When I first started we had 800 names and then the database grew to more than 1500.  
 
For the past 5 years, I have worked solo to try and bring to fruition a research project on current 
leavers of Mary Hare. It was a dream of one of the Governors who constantly supported me, Martin 
Mays- Smith. He wanted to know how Mary Hare can better support its leavers. As we know it is a 
bubble and the ‘real world’ can be very difficult. Sadly, Martin-Mays Smith has since passed away 
but I am glad that his dream came true and the final document of this three year project will be soon 
be complete.  
 
As I depart, it is time to say hello to some new faces with fresh energy and perspective. I have no 
doubt that these four people each have something special to offer the Alumni Association. As there 
is no AGM this year we need to ask you to vote (voting form is enclosed).  For members where we 
have an email address we have sent this information by email and the voting form is also available 
here: www.maryhare.org./alumni. I am especially pleased that Derek Grabham has offered himself 
for nomination of Chair, so it is especially important we have your votes!  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who guided me in the past and everyone who 
helped me form the Association, particularly in the beginning! I would have never have been able to 
bring the Association to the level that it is today, so thank you very much for all your continued 
support.   
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Simone Goldberg  
 
Ps If you have received this by post please send us your email address to save money in the future.   
 


