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SalLT terminology

Lorna Gravenstede discusses the new terminology in the world of speech, language and

communication needs

25 Teaches of the Deaf you wil e avare thit ome
chlden and young people have e wih anguage
Sl thatare grater than those that would be precicted
gen thir hearng mpaiment. BATOD festured an arile
on this popultionof chidien and young peope n nuary
2015 (Baker et al 2015). This is a developmental diffculty
that occurs within the hearing popuaton and 5o t & no
Surpri that some chidten wih hearing mpsirment 3o
experince dffculies with nguage skl that annt be
entrel oxplained by theirheanng mpaiment In the past
the most common bl used o refer tosuch ifculies
was specficlanguage impairment 5L, aihough
technicaly i dagnostic ategory uled out chiren with
hearing impsiment,Varous iher terminology was sed
by ifferent people and induced temns such 2 anguage
sorer’, language processing dsorder, ‘developmental
language impsiment’ and ‘pimary anguage
impaiment’
Why change the terminology?
1 ecentyears there has been incresing concer overthe
152 of theterm ‘L because:
My flt that th term SL vas being used n a way
hat i ot aign with cinialreaity.
 The definitonof Sl eied upon ciscrepancy crferia
and this, ogether with Imited acces to senices for
hose who 3 not meet these crter, d o 15k of
inappropriate and inequiable povison of senices.
What happened?
1n 2016 3group of expers i chid anguage disorcers, e
by Dorotny B, began some worktogether, with the
aim of reaching  consensus o termingogy and rera
forchidren' language difcutie. Tmed the ‘CATALSE
Consortum, they began two tudes where merbers had
o ate anonymosy and dicuss satements about he
terminology Used and dagnostic cntera for chidren's
lnguage dffiuities. The sudie folowed the ‘Dephy”
method and you might hear these sudies referred to a5
the ‘Delph Consensus Studies'. The resuts were witen
up, publshed and aefrecly avaiabie onne at:
tpfoumals posorolplosonelarice?id=10.137 iournal.
pone 0156753 for Bshop DV M, Snowing M Thompson
P A, GreenhalghT, & The CATALE Consortum. Q2016
(CATALISE: 2 mutinational nd mutciscpinary Delghi
consensus sy Identfying nguage mpaimens i
children. PLOS One, 11(7), e0158753.
tpsoningibanywiey.comidoiabs 10.1111/pp.12721
forBihop DV M, Snowiing, M1, Thompson P A,
Greenhaigh T The CATALISE Cosortium (2017, Pase 2
of CATALIE: a mulinatonsl and mutciscpinary Delphi
consensus sy of problems with anguage devlopment:
Terminclogy. Joumsiof Cik Pychology & Pychiaty.

What was agreed upon
The main outcomes incuded agreement on new
‘erminology, s follows:

1. Developmental Language Disorder (DLD)
Thistem i o be usafor hidren with spaech,
language and communicatin needs whose language
dificulis impact upon social andloreducational
functioning and who present withindicaors of poor
prognosi BUT where thee dificufies do not co-ocaur
with another biomedical condition. mpaments in
Cogritve, motor,or behavioural domins can cooccur
with DLD and do not exclude a diagnasis of DL, but
shouid be noted. thas boen recommended hat
Gizgnoss is accompanied with specficaton of the
nature ofthe ngusge impairment in tams of
impact onthe diferent domans of:
2.phonclogy
b.grammar
< semantics
word finding
e pragmasicslanguage use
£.verbal leaming and memory.

2. Language Disorder associated with X'

Chiren who have an eising bio medcal conditon
and speech, lnguage and communicaton needs
whose anguage ffcultes impact upon social andlor
educatonalfunctoning and who present with
incicators of poor prognass should now be refered
1025 haing Language diorder i socition wth X'
(eg language isorer in asociation with hearing
impaimen) Different concitons ncude brin jury
acauire epieptic aphasiain chidhood,certan
neurodegeneratue condiions, genetic condtions

(eg Down Syndrom), cerebal paky, oal anguage
dificuly asociaed with sensorineural hearng oss,
autism Spectrum dsorder and ntalectual disbiity
(where inteloctual ceficits and adaptve Gefics i ©
met thestandards forpersonal independence and
Qe han 70).

3. Speech, Language and Communication Needs
(SLON) This s an umbrela temn which can be used to
refer o al chidren with any needsdificites wih their
speech, language or ommunication sils. ot all
chikren with such diffiules have speciic and
persitent difficultie. Many oddkrs who make alate
start with speech and language development go on to
make good progress with these skils ands0 cauton &
necded when using a language dsorer term with this
group of chicren. The Royal College of Speech and
Language Therapiss (RCSI) now recommends that
chicren under e years of age with language
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caused by their hearing impaiment (s any other
contrbuting factors) Research supports that
within the population of chicren who are deaf

there s 3 ub group who have addtonal anguage:
ifficules (eg Murphy and Dodd 2010; Howker ot
212008; Marshal etal 2014; Horman et o 2014;

Mason etal 2010), 3 ther i in the hearing
popultion. The diincion between the two
groups i importat in terms of lartyfor research
actties, ensuting the corectleve of upport and
infomning prognois nd proviing accurte
infomatin o th parens of the ik and al
thosewho workwth the chik. Th ssue over
teminiogy and chidren who aredeat &
acknowledged and adressed by Bshop 2017),
who states that he act hat chikren who aredesf
may have dcitonaldifficufies with bnguage &
“an argument for documenting carcully e range.

ifcufties are refered to s having SCIN”. This's
because there s ongoing debate over e se of the
term "Gy Some are ot in favour o i erm
becuse i mpies that te chid wil aventally ‘@tch
up! it hisier peers, which coud be misleading. The
RCSIT ko sates tht chidren growing up kaming
more than one language shoud not be ermed a5
having DLD or LD assocated with X uries thre &
clar vidence hat they have poor expressive andlor
rcepive ngusge n thei home anguage, with
indictors o poor pognoss.
it should be note that a signficant change from the oid
diagnosti category of 5L & that ‘DLD" or LD associted
with " Goesnot requite a mismatch between vrbal and
Ponerbal abiry.
Bishop et 3 2016) procuced  usefl dagram 1o
summarse the new dagnostic categones - see above.
The terminology and children who are deaf
Thee s some conce amongst seciast speech and
language therapss abot the new diagnsic abel or the
oroup o chidren who hav angusge affafts ove and
above that which would be predicted by thei hearing
impairment, The new terminology does not dfferentate
between chikden who re deaf and have adtional
language dffaufies verus those whose ificultis are:
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25 wel s the nature of the language problems ssociated
with aspecific actilogy”. Bishop (2017) goes on o argue.
that the cause of a chids anguage ifficulties should not
be the factor that etemnines the level of supportoffered.

S0, you may notice ashitin how chidren's bnguage:
Giffiuties are termed in thir eports rom speach and
Ianguage therapy In my repors, willcontinue © Go my
best 1o describe full the range and nature of dificuties
that the indidual ld has with spech, language and
‘communication ki, 5 that everyone working with the
chid has a full nderstanding of the child's needs.
Discussions between speciaist spoech and language
therapists in hearing mpaifment are ongoing, 5o watch
out for updates on tis ssue K you feel you need more.
information on addtional speech and anguage
diffutios in chicien who have a hearing impairment,
then look out for the Mary Hare Couse short course.
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