Mary Hare Primary School
Sports News 2017-2018
It’s been a wonderful year of sporting activities once again. Huge thanks to all the Berkshire coaches who have
supported us, as well as Sarah Harris, Mark Harris, Katie Goad and our own PE Teachers Adam Wilks and Rachel Solly.
Our skills have developed, fitness levels improved but above all we have truly developed our team skills this year. We
have thoroughly enjoyed learning together, supporting each other and celebrating together. Well done everyone!

Golf
Our first PE of the year was Golf. All our students went offsite to Newbury and Crookham Golf Club. Split into
two groups the pupils demonstrated their skills in short putting, long putting, chipping, and driving. A clear
improvement was made by all the pupils, who showed great enthusiasm and effort. The longest drive
competition on the final session was particularly enjoyable. One pupil said “Golf is really good. The more I
practiced the harder and higher I was able to hit the ball.” The skills were useful to the pupils who entered
the tri golf competition later in the year.

.

Helping each other!

Basketball

Next up for us was basketball, delivered by a coach from the Reading Rockets team. The pupils were able to
use the newly purchased basketball hoops and basketballs. They were all very excited to be the first to use
the equipment and impressed the coach with their skills and determination. Our pupils demonstrated new
skills in dribbling, passing and shooting.

One pupil said, “I love doing tricks

and playing the matches at the
end.”

The intra-school matches at the end were always
competitive and the children were delighted to
be able to showcase their talents in these
matches.

Tag Rugby

Tag rugby was a favourite for many of the students. They learnt a lot about the importance of warming up and
especially enjoyed Mr McCarthy’s warm up activity - a game of bulldogs! This always became very competitive
and great fun.
The pupils demonstrated their skills in passing, tagging, positioning and scoring tries. The coach was very
impressed with the ability of some of our players and this was noticeable when we managed to win the group
at the county schools festivals at Bisham Abbey, winning two games and drawing two. One teacher from
another school commented, “some of your players could play professional, and they are all so polite.” One of
our pupils couldn’t wait to show his rugby-mad Dad his new skills!

Badminton

Playing badminton in our grade 2 building is no mean feat, but the coach was not fazed and he rose to the
challenges. The children loved every lesson. Over the five weeks they practiced balancing, rallying and
movement before challenging each other in doubles or a singles match. A huge improvement was evident
from all the pupils with some progressing very rapidly from not being able to hit the shuttlecock on week one
to being able to compete in a match by week five.

The coach said he was so impressed
with the improvement made by our
pupils in such a short space of time.
One pupil said, “it was so hard at
the start but now I love it!”

Outdoor Activities
The pupils and teachers were intrigued to find out what outdoor activities meant and what they were
doing. It was the year’s best kept secret!
Without a doubt this turned into one of the most popular PE terms of the whole year for the staff who
learnt new skills themselves but also enjoyed observing their pupils throw themselves into a whole range
of new activities and loved every one.
The week saw us practicing Archery; firing arrows from short and long distances, all competing with each
other to get the highest score. The level of accuracy was very impressive.
Next up the pupils tried their hand at something completely new, Caving. Using chairs, mats and tables to
set up an indoor caving route, the pupils had to use a variety of techniques to climb through the caves,
including crawling on their back and their front. Caving was particularly enjoyable for all and the coach
was amazed how quickly the children picked up the new skill. One of the pupils who is a wheelchair user
was proud to join in as an equal, demonstrating his excellent upper body strength.
Last up was Orienteering. Making the most of the beautiful weather, the coach turned Mary Hare into a
treasure zone with its very own treasure hunt. The students were given a map of the school which they
had to follow in order to pick up letters. Once they found a letter they were given another map to retrieve
another letter. Once all 9 targets were found the children had to work with their team and use their
English skills to unscramble the letters and find the hidden clue. Excellent cross-curricular work.
‘Orienteering’ was the word and the children worked brilliantly together to figure out the correct spelling
as well as the word.
One pupil said, “I didn’t know what Orienteering was, but it’s really fun, when can we do it again?”

Caving

The smiles say it all!

Dance
Report by Mrs Robinson: Head Teacher and Marcie Bennett (pupil):
“Katie Goad, our dance teacher, came to school every Thursday afternoon throughout the
school year and if our class was not dancing, we were swimming. She is wonderful. She
understands about deafness and always makes sure our lessons are very visual. I loved
working with a partner being a mirror - we had to copy each other.” (by Marcie)
Katie is very much a contemporary dancer and taught us lots about movement. We learnt
how to express our emotions through movement. One particular theme that tied in with our
learning behaviour work was ‘co-operation.’ As a Head Teacher, it was wonderful to have
support from someone as creative as Katie who was able to show our children how to
express the theme of co-operation through movement. It added true meaning to the word
and supported some of the children with weaker language skills to understand just how
they could co-operate with their friends. It was also great to see children partnering who
would not usually choose to work together.
Katie organised a fabulous two-day workshop just before half term with a group of children
from Thorngrove school. It was brilliant to see the two groups interacting confidently
without language limitations being a barrier. The children communicated effectively through
dance and the result was a stunning performance on the last day for the rest of the school
and visiting parents.

Cricket
We ended the Summer term with Cricket. Our coach, Nigel, from Disability Cricket was fantastic at
differentiating his teaching style and equipment to suit the needs of our children. Despite the scorching hot
weather the children were determined to improve their batting, bowling and fielding skills alongside working
as a team. Each child has also been given the opportunity throughout the year to demonstrate and improve
their individual leadership skills by providing warm up activities and helping to set up as well as tidy up
equipment.

Extra curricular activities

Football
Every week after school the children have gone over to the secondary school to play football
on the all-weather pitch. The team always gets stuck in and gives their utmost effort. Skills
in passing, shooting, dribbling and teamwork have all been worked on and the team has
become a great asset to the school. The team were able to demonstrate new skills in
tournaments and matches against other schools.
Here is what the Football coach had to say: “Everyone within the club has shown great
improvement throughout the last year. Not only in their technical ability and knowledge of
the game but they have also shown great leadership and sportsmanship on and off the
pitch. The friendly football matches we have managed to play have been great to showcase
how far everyone has come individually and as a team. Each game shows that they are
learning from the mistakes of previous matches and once certain areas have been identified
the are corrected in the sessions between the games. It has been a pleasure to train this
team as they all look forward to improve individually and as a team which is such a positive
attitude to have.”

Tennis
14 pupils signed up for 12 weeks of tennis after school. Benefitting from expert coaching the
children learnt forehands, backhands and volleys. Throughout the 12 weeks they were able
to work on their footwork and the improvement was obvious. Some of our pupils even
managed to beat the coach in a game of King of the Court. The coach was very impressed
with our pupils and said “Mary Hare Primary School Children are always a pleasure to teach.
The pupils channel all their energy into any task/exercise which they are asked to do within
the Ignition Tennis Lessons. I always look forward to visiting the school!”

Cross Country
We were lucky enough that many pupils were able to compete at the Cross Country at
Newbury Showground and our pupils were able to practice at break, lunch and after school
in order to increase their fitness levels. They practiced by doing laps around the field and
although they were initially shocked how far they would be running they all worked hard at
getting fitter, with two pupils asking care staff if they could wake up at 6.30am to go for a
run! The competitors at cross country did themselves proud.

New kit!
In May we took a school survey where all pupils and staff were given a choice of three new
kits to choose from. The following three were the options based on the Mary Hare Primary
colours:

After collecting the results here is the overall winning kit:

Photos of staff vs kids in new kit football match?

Swimming week
This is an opportunity to increase the pupils confidence in the water and develop skills by
being in the pool every day. At the end of the week each pupil receives a certificate to
celebrate their success and the teacher writes a detailed report on ability which is shared
with parents.

25th-29th June was another very successful swimming week with all the children meeting the
targets they had set the week before in the Friday celebration assembly. Many developed
their skills to swim unaided for the first time.
Huge thanks goes to Mrs Harris for supporting this great week. Below is her recount of the
successful week all the children encountered.
It is always such a pleasure and great fun when swimming week with the Primary School
children arrives. They have had swimming lessons in six week blocks, throughout the year,
but swimming week is just that little bit extra!
All ready with their individual swimming goals for the week, the emphasis is on enjoyment
and achievement for every child. No matter what their ability, the children arrive full of
enthusiasm and determination.
With sessions throughout the day, we have seen non-swimmers swim for the first time; we
have seen those who were afraid of going under the water, sit on the bottom of the shallow
end and we have seen those, who were once so attached to a helper, swim in the water
with more confidence than we could ever have hoped for.
At the other end of the spectrum, Year 6’s have been working to achieve the National
Curriculum levels that have been set by the Department of Education. We have to
remember that some of these pupils came to us, not so long ago, as non-swimmers, so to
see those children swimming in the water and achieving their goals of swimming a length
and being safe in deep water is a fantastic achievement. We have some very able swimmers
and these too have excelled expectations. We have groups of children who are showing
swimming of a high standard and who have been working on life saving and survival skills.
To see the satisfaction and the increased self-esteem of all these children is something that
will remain with me for a long time.
It has to be said that swimming week cannot take place without the co-operation of all the
staff and they too have contributed to the progress that each child has made. They have
participated in each session and have been just as thrilled when they see, through their hard
work and intervention, the progress that each child has made.
Swimming and aquatic skills and the ability to keep safe, saves lives. Please, if possible,
continue to encourage your child to swim, to stay safe around water and, if possible,
continue with this invaluable skill. All of us never know, what seems as an every day
achievement, might one day, be something we could be very grateful for.

Skipping
Using some of our sports fund money we were able to invite Dan the skipping man into
school again. We love our sessions with Dan. He seems to remember the children from one
session to the next and just knows how to help us develop our skipping ability. We love
watching his tricks and having a go ourselves.

Splitting into groups the children practiced skipping, and doing tricks. At the end of the day
the coach asked all pupils to perform in the talent show which all the pupils achieved with
brilliant outcomes.
Congratulations goes to Annabel who won the prize from Dan this year.
We have purchased some new ropes for school and skipping has become a regular part of
our playground games. The children have all voted for Dan to come back again next
academic year.

Outdoor Activity Week 15th June 2018
Year 6 pupils have enjoyed a week’s residential at Mill on the Brue and the rest of the school
have enjoyed visits to Ufton Court and Englefield Estate.
I recently read an article about outdoor learning outlining the benefits for all children. It
quoted Roald Dahl and stated; , “The more risks you allow children to take, the better they
learn to take care of themselves.” The benefits of high-quality outdoor learning experiences
quickly become apparent when the children are given the opportunity to take part in riskassessed, but not risk-free activities.’
Taking the curriculum outside the classroom, like we have this week, gives our children first
hand experiences with nature. Over the course of this week they have experienced team
building activities and have stretched themselves to achieve things they never thought they
could. Activities such as these truly support our growth mindset philosophy and self-belief
that we can achieve anything we put our minds to. They provide opportunities for the
children to support each other and value each other’s skills. They develop communication
skills, inquisitive thinking and develop resilience. We enjoyed healthy lifestyles week, well
outdoor learning also offers positive health benefits. The activities this week have
challenged the children both mentally and physically and have supported fine and gross
motor development.
Outdoor learning week serves to inspire enthusiasm for learning, and motivates our children
to develop as healthy, confident responsible citizens. Several of the classes have covered
themes relating to caring for the environment throughout this year. By getting out into the
countryside this message has been reinforced as the children have had an opportunity to
appreciate and respect nature and living things.
This week has shown the children that learning occurs everywhere at all times and at any
age. Believe you me the staff have been learning along with the children this week and
although we are all ending the week truly exhausted we have thoroughly enjoyed it.

Mill on the Brue 2018
Our Year 6 children went on an outdoor residential week to Mill on the Brue, Somerset. On
reflection of their week they created their own display of memories, photos and challenges
which can be viewed in the Main Hall.
One child commented, “I found the low ropes difficult because I kept getting stuck in the
tunnel. I kept trying and managed it in the end.”
“I enjoyed canoeing because I liked splashing in the water,” highlighted another.
A child with a fear of heights said, “I found the tower jump really challenging because it was
so high but I had a go and really enjoyed it!”
Mill on the Brue enabled the Year 6 children to learn valuable new skills and provided
fantastic learning experiences for everyone. By using risk, challenge and adventure, all of
the children were able to experience confidence building, achievement, self worth and
understanding of self and others within the power of the outdoors.

The learning carries back into the classroom as the pupils put together a display to share
their experiences at Mill on the Brue.
They presented a wonderful assembly to parents and excited the year 5 pupils who are now
eagerly awaiting their trip next academic year.

School Council

The school council along with a few extra pupils were invited along to have a meeting
regarding new outdoor play equipment. The pupils came up with some really good ideas
and we are in the process of ordering some exciting new equipment for next year.
Watch this space!

