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3CELEBRATING SUCCESS

C E L E B R A T I N G  S U C C E S S
Every year the Chief Inspector of Schools presents his annual

report to Parliament.  Avital part of that report is a list of Particularly

Successful Schools.  Back in November 2005, we were told that

we would be included in the Chief Inspector’s next annual report

and we duly received a formal letter of congratulations on being

listed for a second time.  There are over 25,000 schools in England

and since 1992 only 326 have been listed twice.  When we are

inspected in the 2007/8 academic year, we hope to achieve a

record-breaking third!

We are all familiar with the concept of 'shelf-life' and in education

that is exactly one year.  Staff and students have already embarked

on the new academic year and we will have to wait until Speech

Day in November to formally celebrate our successes of 2005/6.

In advance of that day, here are the headlines:

A-Level - Overall pass rate: 93.4%
Top Honours went to: Sam Calder Chemistry (A), French

(A), Mathematics (A) and Aliya Gulamani English (B),

Psychology (A), Media (A).  Sam is now studying Mathematics

at Bristol and Aliya is at Reading studying English.

GCSE - 5 +Grades A* to C: 83.3%
Top honours went to: Adam Watson with 2 A* and 8 As and

Lauren Austin with 1 A*, 6½ As and 2 Bs

We believe that GCSE results are the best barometer of a

school's health, since studying for 8, 9 or 10 GCSEs is such a

broad measure of pupil achievement.  We are therefore

immensely proud of ALL students and staff who have worked

so hard to achieve these results.

Tony Shaw, Principal

It is also clear that our success far exceeds education - it is a preparation for life which, at the time of diagnosis, was beyond the dreams of many

parents.  It is evident from all the reports written about Mary Hare over the years that the task of educating deaf children is a formidable one and

requires first class teamwork from everyone involved.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of the Mary Hare team for con-

tributing to the success of Mary Hare - let us look forward to continued success in the academic year to come.

Sam Calder Aliya Gulamani

Celebrating GCSE results 

As always, music at Mary Hare has been a key focus of the past academic year and we were delighted to celebrate the

success of the following students:

Congratulations to Grace Lecznar who also passed the Royal School of Music Grade One exam in Singing, with Merit.  Grace is the

first deaf candidate to enter this national exam.  In fact, the Associated Board confessed that they had never previously adapted any of the

test pieces, as they had not anticipated the testing of any deaf candidates.  Grace was coached for the exam by Mary Hare music teacher,

Cathy Bowker, who is herself severely deaf, so it was a double achievement.  Grace now hopes to continue with her singing studies

and aim even higher.

CLARINET : Morgan Litt Wilson (Grade 1), Erika Lever-Hogg
(Grade 1), Ellen Cook (Grade 2) and Amelia Berreen (Grade 2)

PIANO : Martha Brownlow (Grade 1) and Nicola Phillips
(Grade 2)

ALTO SAXOPHONE : Mikhail Novak (Grade 1)

FLUTE: Grace Lecznar (Grade 2), Kirsty Day (Grade 6) and

Justine Durno (Grade 8)

MUSIC THEORY: Dominic MacNeill (Grade 1), Asha Hylton
(Grade 1) and Emily Galton (Grade 2)

Mary Hare musicians receive their certificates
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EventsSpecial
The annual NDCS Family Fun Day and Exhibition was held at the Heart of England

Centre near Coventry in July.  This popular annual event provides families with an

opportunity to visit one central venue to find out more about the provision and range

of support services available to deaf children and young people.

The event offers workshops and family activities throughout the day -

everything from face-painting to football is organised so that nobody,

especially the younger clientele, has time to become bored!

The Mary Hare stand was staffed by Sally Beckett, Kate Finigan and

Peter Gale who talked to a steady flow of parents and professionals who

were interested in finding out more about what Mary Hare has to offer.

Staff were joined by Sixth Form student Louise Buglass who gave a

pupil's perspective and Judith Ogden who spoke as a Mary Hare parent.

Attendance was good, in spite of soaring temperatures combined with the

England v Portugal match in the quarter final of the World Cup.  Deputy

Principal Peter Gale said, “This is always a very important event for Mary

Hare Schools.  Many contacts are established with families who may one day

place their children with us.  We spoke to a significant number of families who

will come to visit the school this year as a direct result of meeting us at the

exhibition.”

Stand visitor Zane Venn Morton (aged 17 mths)
accompanied by Dad, Adrian Venn

A few weeks before the family event,

a separate day for professionals

working in the field of deafness was

hosted by the NDCS, at its annual

conference in Birmingham.

The Mary Hare stand was visited by

delegates throughout the day and

staff members Viv Ogg and

Simon Thompson were able to

provide information on the staff

development and training services

offered by Mary Hare as part of our

Specialist Special School and

Training School programmes.

Louise, Kate and Peter are kept busy on the Mary Hare stand
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May Day Bank Holiday dawned showery and grey - not

an ideal start to Mary Hare School’s annual Open Day for

prospective families!  However, the event proved more

popular than ever, with over 270 visitors in attendance.

The heavy rain forecast for the day had miraculously

stopped by 9.30am, much to everyone’s relief.  

This was the first year that the school had had the oppor-

tunity to make use of the brand new Arlington Arts Centre,

where visitors were able to register and have a cup of cof-

fee before being shown into the auditorium to be wel-

comed by School Principal, Mr Shaw.

Year 12 students then led groups of visitors on tours of

the school classrooms, dormitories and other facilities,

before escorting their guests to a beautiful buffet lunch

laid out in the conservatory and nearby marquees.

Visiting children had a great time, with a choice of two

inflatable slides to play on.  

In the afternoon, visitors returned to Arlington Arts Centre to

hear performances by Mary Hare's school band, as well as

our resident rock band, ‘The Deafness’.  This was followed

by poetry readings from Year 7 and a spectacular dance

routine by Year 8 entitled 'Spy Dance', which they had

choreographed themselves.

As a new option this year, parents of pupils with a firm

place at Mary Hare in September 2006 were able to meet

and chat with Year 7 form tutors, Heads of Department,

Howard House staff, Audiology and other key members

of staff.  Meanwhile, parents of younger children or those

interested in seeking places for older children received

advice from Deputy Principal Peter Gale on the applica-

tion process and how to go about setting the wheels in

motion.  

The day was a huge success and our thanks go to all the

staff and students who worked so hard to welcome our

visitors, giving them a chance to take a closer look at

Mary Hare School.

A fleet of limousines delivered students from Years 11, 12 and 13 to the

Hilton (Centre) Hotel in Newbury at the end of April for their Spring Prom.

Students posed for photos on the mild spring evening in a fabulous array

of glamorous and stylish evening wear, before enjoying a three course

dinner in the Lambourne Suite.

Preparations for the evening began early in the day with local companies

De Brett Hairdressers and Camp Hopson providing free hairstyling and

make up for the Year 11 girls.  Event organisers took similar care over the

venue decorations with place settings, balloons and streamers following a

black and white theme.

A vote of thanks was offered by Head Boy Ryan Marshall and Head Girl

Philippa Merricks before students got on with the serious business of

dancing the night away.  Special thanks go to Louise Osborn, Head of

Sixth Form Care, who organised the event supported by Ryan, Philippa

and Andrew Cochrane.  A special thank you also to Hilary
Shopland, from the Manor House Care team, who organised the Year 11

hair and make up sessions.

Vice Principal Dr Papas said, “It was wonderful to see the confidence and

elegance of our young people.  We were proud of their conduct on the

night and delighted to share in their evident enjoyment of the evening.”

OPEN DAY 2006

S p r i n g  P r o m
Families enjoy lunch on the lawns

Lizzie Burton 
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Stephanie compared her job to that of a teacher, as a pub-

lishing house will often commission a story in the same way

that a teacher sets prep for pupils.  The story is then

‘marked’ and sometimes reworked after a tactful appraisal

with the author. Stephanie explained that some authors can

be quite stubborn and may refuse to accept advice about

alterations to their work! 

She helped pupils to consider how they might deliver con-

structive criticism with the help of ‘volunteer’ student Tayla
Lewthwaite.  They were asked to think about how they

would tell Tayla that they didn't like her dress sense if she

had seriously overdone the ‘bling’ in a party outfit.  They

soon got the idea of tactful advice!

Once a publisher is satisfied that they have a good story, the

next step is the cover.  It is the cover that will sell the book

so it is very important.  Mood boards are created which

reflect the content and mood of the story.  Then, in collabo-

ration with the author, the cover design is finalised.  

Some book covers are instantly recognisable as belonging to a particular author since they consistently use the same illustrator - for

example the Jacqueline Wilson books.  Other books rely on the popularity of the author and for this reason the author's name

will dominate the cover.   Books are also periodically ‘repackaged’, i.e. given a new look, to ensure that an older story will con-

tinue to sell.  Stephanie showed two copies of a Brian Jacques book to illustrate how tastes and fashions change in cover

design.  The group were very interested in a range of covers that Stephanie passed round to demonstrate the variety of

designs.  There were metallic embossed covers, velvet finish covers and double covers, which were all aimed at enticing the

would-be reader to buy.  As Stephanie said, it is the reader that finally makes a best seller because the book has to be bought!

Stephanie explained that hardbacks and

books printed in colour are particularly

expensive to produce.  Overseas publishers

are encouraged to ‘buy into’ the book at book

fairs as this helps to pay for the production

costs of the book.  In addition, the higher

price paid by the reader for a hardback book

is vital to the publisher.  

If, for example, a colour book was only print-

ed in paperback, it would not make money for

the publisher.  Stephanie made an interesting

point when she said that the public is gener-

ally happy to pay more for a hardback book

as it is often being bought as a gift.  For this

reason we are happy to pay £10 or more for

a hardback, although we expect to pay

around £5 for a paperback!

Year 8 take a closer look at the range of book covers

Stephanie explains the importance of ‘mood boards’

Year 8 discovered how books progress from the author's manuscript to the bookshop

shelves, when Stephanie Stansbie, an editor from Random House Publishing, came to

talk about the publishing process.  Our Mary Hare bookworms kept her busy with a

multitude of questions ranging from "How long does it take to make a book?" to "How

do you decide on the price?"

Bookmaking made easy
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In September, Mr Shaw and Mr Gale visited Briskeby School

and Resource Centre near Oslo, to help them celebrate the

school’s 50th birthday.  Briskeby is a school for 16 to 19 year olds

who nearly all come from mainstream schools.  Many pupils felt

isolated before joining the school and their confidence and love

of learning were evident.  The visit marked the continuation of a

relationship which goes back many years, with several Briskeby

teachers remembering happy visits to Mary Hare.

The school was hosting a week of special events to mark their anniversary, including the visit by Mr Shaw and Mr Gale.  The wonderful spoken

English of the Norwegian students was of special interest.  Two Briskeby pupils, who had visited Mary Hare earlier in the year, spoke about their

visit to an audience of more than fifty – in English and without notes!  Mr Gale said “It was lovely to meet the students again who visited in March

and to meet so many more.  They are a credit to this wonderful school.  It was also really interesting to talk to the staff and to be able to share

our experiences.”

One highlight of the trip was the chance to visit classes and watch the students at work.  It was also a real pleasure to hear pupil Anja Halvorsen

read her wonderful poem.  Mr Gale and Mr Shaw discussed ways in which the schools could work even more closely together, including fur-

ther visits to Mary Hare and an email penfriend scheme.  Mr Shaw felt that the two schools have a lot in common, “‘Both of our schools are rel-

atively young and were founded at a time when it was finally understood that hearing impairment is a problem of the ears and not the brain,” he

commented, “The academic achievements of Mary Hare and Briskeby Schools show just what hearing impaired pupils can achieve when their

needs are properly met.”

Happy Birthday,
Briskeby School!

It is possible for each individual

To change; to look beyond what makes you insecure

To discover what you were born perfectly for;

Your unique spirit is perfect for the reality

Through the person you were meant to be

It is essential for each individual

To listen; to recall your experience from certain times

To realise the many hundreds of similar minds

Because together we are kin-related friends

Holding an unbroken bond that never ends

It is inspiring for each individual

To share jokes; even when the clown is hearing impaired

To share lives; in those cloud ceiling hours we feared

We changed; we learned to listen and recall

The only common indication that includes us all

It is possible... By Anja Halvorsen

Mr Shaw and Mr Gale visit the classrooms
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EventsSpecial
The climax to the ‘Crash Impact’ community project came at the end of June, when Year 12 Mary Hare students attended the final

presentation ceremony at the Vodafone headquarters in Newbury.  Students from three local secondary schools took part in the proj-

ect, as part of their A Level coursework.  Their brief was to design an eye-catching poster aimed at raising awareness amongst young

people on how to prevent car accidents.

At the beginning of the ceremony, the

Deputy Chief Fire Officer of the Royal

Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service, Mr

Olaf Baars, welcomed the guests and

commended everyone on the very high

standard of work that had been submitted.  

The previous year’s ‘Hoax Impact’ cam-

paign, also supported by Vodafone, had

been a huge success and the winning

poster is currently appearing in over

10,000 schools nationwide.  Mr Baars

explained how the fire and rescue crews

involved in the Hoax Impact community

project had benefited from working with a

group of such confident and enthusiastic

young people.  

It is hoped that the work produced for the

‘Crash Impact’ campaign will go on to

have as much exposure nationally as the

‘Hoax Impact’ is now enjoying.  All of the

Mary Hare entries gained a Highly

Commended award, which delighted

everyone.  

We are sure that working on this project

has given all of our students a real insight

into the potential dangers and their own

vulnerability when driving or travelling by

car, which will make them better drivers

and passengers in the future.

Crash Impact!

Students receive their certificates at the ceremony

The girls enjoy the social side of things!
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Nicola Hewish enjoys returning to Mary Hare

At the end of April, nerves started jangling as

nominations flooded in for the Mary Hare Oscar

Awards Night.  This highly anticipated ceremony

rewards staff and students, in a HUGE range of

categories, for excellence in a particular area

such as: Hardest Working Pupil, Most Hawk-

Eyed Teacher, Most Caring Care Staff, Best

Listener and Cutest Pupil, to name but a few.

The list of categories gets longer and more

inventive each year!

The first prize of the evening - Busiest Teacher -

went to a member of staff who fittingly cancelled

a meeting with a friend and caught an early flight

back from the USA in order to collect his award -

Deputy Principal Mr Peter Gale. 

Each prize winner was invited on to the stage to receive their award, to a huge round of applause from the audience.  Everyone

seemed to agree that every prize winner deserved their award, so it seems that the Committee had clearly exercised good

judgement in their decision-making process.  The proceeds from ticket sales, raffles and refreshments went to the Cancer

Research Trust, who were presented with a cheque for the magnificent sum of £816.41 during assembly after the event. A big

thank you to all of the students who organised the show and don’t forget, you might be a lucky winner next time!

In June, Year 7 took part in the Heart Start programme, which is now a regular feature in the school calendar.  The day

enables students to learn the essential skills required to cope in an emergency situation and help to save lives. The stu-

dents all worked incredibly hard, remaining on task and fully involving themselves in the practical applications of the day. 

Meme Qazi said afterwards, “We learned how to save lives and I did not know any of it before.  I really enjoyed the day.

The CPR part was hard but the recovery position was easy.  When you call 999 you have to say Emergency, Emergency,

I am Deaf, I am Deaf, I need an Ambulance, I need an Ambulance.” 

“I learned about how to save other people’s lives”, commented Toni Short, “We found out how to save a person from chok-

ing or bleeding and how to save people from dying. I really enjoyed the day - it was fun but important and very interesting.” 

Jeff Robinson said, “It was much

more interesting than lessons!  We

learned how to put people in the

recovery position and how to call for

help.  I also learned what uncon-

scious meant.”

Andrew Tolmie told us, “I knew

some of it already as we had done it

at Mary Hare Primary School and

also at Scouts, but I was happy to do

it again as it is important.  When

dealing with emergency situations

you have to remember. Danger -

Response - Shout for help - Airway -

Breathing - Circulation.”

And the award goes to ...

Sam Calder and Philippa Merricks present the Cancer Research Trust with the cheque
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Earlier this year, Mary Hare School submitted three pieces of artwork to the National

Children’s Exhibition,  a national programme open to 2,380 schools.  We were delighted

when all three pieces were highly commended by the Royal Society of British Artists.

Work produced for the exhibition was subsequently displayed at the prestigious Mall

Galleries in London.  

Congratulations to our three students Natasha Brewer, Hamish Roberts and Adam Watson who received certificates

from the Royal Society of Artists highly commending their work.  Adam explains the motivation behind his winning portrait of

English teacher Mr Marlow...

“My decision to do a portrait of Mr Marlow was pure

chance.  For my GCSE portrait final piece I did six large

portraits in oil pastel.  All of the people I drew had emo-

tionally expressive faces and were based on photos

from the Guardian magazine.  I decided I wanted to do

one of a person I knew and so I went round the school,

hoping to find a suitably depressed person.  I did - it was

Mr Marlow!

He assures me that appearances are deceptive and that

he is really very happy!  I was nervous about showing

him the finished piece at first as it is not a particularly

flattering portrait, with shaving cuts and all.  

However, when he saw it he was pleased, which sur-

prised and pleased me no end.  It was also a bonus to

hear that my picture was to be exhibited in the Mall

Galleries in London, which I hope to go and visit very

soon.”

ART & DESIGN ART &

In May 2004, the artist Jonnie Diorio came to run a ceramic workshop with Year 8, as part

of the Newbury Spring Festival, which was supported by West Berkshire Council and

Thatcham Nature Discovery Centre.  In September this year,  the plaque that was created

by the students was finally erected at the entrance to Snelsmore Common Country Park,

situated opposite the entrance to Mary are School.  

During the initial project, the pupils were taken on a guided tour around the common and

they recorded what they saw by drawing the flora and fauna around them.  These drawings

were then taken back to the art rooms and used to help design clay tiles.  

Snelsmore Common Project
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“We were taken

around the ‘Local

Stories’ exhibition at

the gallery and the

exhibits were explained.  

The exhibition featured

work by artists from differ-

ent countries, working in

a range of media.  The

work dealt with stories of

local interest - the type of

thing that might be in a

local paper or on the

news, although the works

of art then became news

themselves.

One artist we looked at was Katerina Seda from the Czech republic.  Her piece was called ‘There is Nothing There’.  She worked with

the residents of her local town Ponetovice.  She noticed that many people felt that nothing happened in their village and that every-

thing interesting happened in the city.  In order to make observations on this, she persuaded everyone in the village to follow a set

schedule where they all did the exactly the same thing at the same time.  The project caused considerable excitement and was even

featured on Czech TV.  Seda filmed the residents of the village doing their daily rituals, she then interviewed them after the exercise

and found out that they actually had great fun on that unusual day and were much more friendly than usual.

We both liked the work of Rory Carnegie who lives in Oxford.  He took photographs of asylum seekers under the age of 25.  All these

asylum seekers are living temporarily in Oxford and have a very unsettled life, having come from dangerous situations in their home

countries.  Carnegie made these photographs unusual by using top-of-the-range photographic equipment and lighting.  He therefore

treated the young people as models and stars, something they had never experienced in their own lives.”

DESIGN ART & DESIGN
Mary Hare pupils Nicola Phillips and Louis Kissaun recently attended a series of GCSE

taster workshops, based at ‘Modern Art’ in Oxford.  They joined a group of hearing

Year 9 pupils from schools in Oxfordshire and Berkshire, who were all interested in

taking art at GCSE level.  Nicola explains what went on...

Louis and Nicola join the other pupils in a  workshop with artist and project leader Miranda Millward

Each pupil designed their own relief tile and then decorated it with coloured slips.  Jonnie

then took the tiles away to be fired and framed.  

The plaque is now placed at the entrance to Snelsmore Common, welcoming everyone

to this site of scientific interest, showing the plants and wildlife that are present on the

common.  We were delighted to be involved with this community project and if you are

visiting the school, why not go along and take a look?
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ART & DESIGN
Simon Cooley returned to Mary Hare in June, to lead a week-long stone carving workshop

with our Year 12 artists.  We were also delighted to welcome former student Nicola Hewish

who joined us for the week.  Nicola has now gained a degree in Fine Art and is hoping to

pursue a career in teaching.

We had no experience in stone carving before this

workshop but we knew we were in good hands with

Simon, who has worked with us before.  In 2002 he

helped us with the Newbury Lock Project and in 2004

he worked with the Sixth Form to create plaster cast

heads from clay portraits.  Simon has studios in Wales

and London and teaches at Central Saint Martin’s

College.

We worked with Bath stone, which is a soft sandstone.

At the beginning of the session we were asked to select

a piece of stone from the pile that Simon had brought

into school.  Although we did not know it at the time,

Simon was interested to know what we would pick.

We then had to imagine the shape within the stone.

This was like trying to imagine what might be inside a

wrapped Christmas present.  We also had to think

about a walnut in its shell.  The shell does not give you

any information as to the actual shape of the walnut. 

One of the funniest exercises we had to do - to help us to understand

three-dimensional form - was to model an elephant out of a ball of clay,

with our hands held behind our backs.  It does make you concentrate

extremely hard - try it some time!.  We then looked again at our stone

and started to model some initial ideas in clay.  When we were able to

start working on the stone we realised that we were tackling some-

thing completely new.  With clay, you build out your model, with stone

you carve away and we were terrified of disasters.  

However with clear and patient guidance from Simon, we all grew

more confident with our handling of mallets and chisels, although we

had not anticipated just how physically demanding it would be. Since

the weather was beautiful we were able to work outside and the whole

school became familiar with the 'clink-clink' of the chisels working

away at the stone.  

We were reminded of the traditional skills of the stone carvers before

the introduction of machinery and we will never again be able to look

at stone carvings on churches and historical buildings without admir-

ing the skill and time involved.  We would like to thank Simon for a

really exciting week.  He showed us how to combine hard work with

fun and we were really proud of the sculptures we produced. 

By Head of Art, Patricia McKenna

Simon discusses the project with pupil Holly Lane

Nicola Hewish
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Tuesday 4th July was our second attempt at Sports Day, the first scheduled date having been postponed due to bad weather.

This time we were lucky - the day was unrelentingly hot with some welcome clouds which gave competitors and spectators

some relief from the summer heatwave.

Our guest of honour for the day was Charlotte Cornwallis, World Champion for Real Tennis.  Charlotte began her career

as a professional at Bristol and Bath Tennis Club.  In 2003, she produced a sensational upset when she defeated the reign-

ing champion in straight sets to take the World Real Tennis title in Washington DC.  Charlotte has recently completed her first-

ever Grand Slam, which means she holds all of the Open Singles Titles: US, UK, Australian and French - as well as the LRTA

International and World Championships.

Special mention must be made of The House Captains' Three Legged Race which took place for the first time this year.  This

was won by a jubilant Justine Durno with Tim Quigley.  Justine proudly said, "This is the first race I've ever won - put that

in Soundwave!"

Junior Girls Victrix Ludorum
1st Karina Jemmott

2nd Nicole Leahy
3rd Rebecca Zelic

Junior Boys Victor Ludorum
1st Jacob Willis

2nd Andrew Kenward
3rd Conor Dunne

Kenneth Bayliss Trophy 
for effort in Athletics: Graeme Gray

HOUSE POINT TOTALS
1st BRAIDWOOD 325.5

2nd ARNOLD 320
3rd MARY HARE 317.5

4th BEVERLEY 303

NewsSports
Sports Day 2006

Charlotte presents the trophies at the end of the day
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In the middle of June, all of Year 7 went to compete in or

watch the regional Year 7 Area Athletics event.  This was

a great opportunity for Mary Hare students to test their

athletics skills against other Year 7s from local schools.

Despite being a small school, Mary Hare fielded more

competitors than many of the larger comprehensive

schools nearby!

The best performance of the day was from Louise
Hogan, who came 1st in the Javelin competition with a

throw of 19.16 metres.  Furthermore, as an event winner,

she was invited to be part of the West Berkshire Schools

Team which was to compete in the Year 7 County Athletics

event at the end of the month.

So, on 28th June Louise travelled to Reading with Mr

Gwynn, to compete against the other event winners from all

over Berkshire.  Her best throw earned her a fantastic 3rd

place, much to everyone's delight.  Congratulations to all of

the Year 7 students who took part and supported the team.

Area Athletics 2006

Louise receives her certificate from Mr Owen

Can you spot the Mary Hare contenders?

Mitchel Graham sails over the high jump
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The 8th European Deaf Cross Country Championships took place in Portugal earlier

this year.  The GB team included Mary Hare students Philip Swift and Ryan Barrow who

took part in the Junior Men’s 8km event.  After days of sunshine and warm tempera-

tures, the weather changed to cold, heavy rain and wind - typical British weather and

the team was confident that this could only help their performance!  Ryan tells us

more about the experience ...

At the end of March, Philip and I set off for Oeiros near Lisbon

in Portugal.  Oeiros is located on the west side of the city and the

venue has been used for major athletics events such as the

European and World Cross Country Championships.  We went

as part of Great Britain's Deaf Athletic Team with eight other run-

ners and three coaches, including head coach Brian Kokoruwe.

It was a mixed team of boys and girls from all over Britain.

We started our training early on the morning after our arrival. We

ran about nine kilometres along the coast; it was nice and sunny.

I was too busy running to take in the scenery but I did pick up a

tan, much to everyone's annoyance back at school!  We trained

again on the following day and then, in the afternoon, we went

to a huge shopping centre where I bought a Nike football.

On Thursday we had more training and time to try our Great

Britain kit on.  We went to the course where we would run to

check it out.  I did a bit of running while I was there to get used

to the surface and the terrain.  We met a few of the other teams

while we were there and made friends with some of them.  We

spent the rest of the day relaxing, sleeping and playing football

outside the hotel.

On Friday we were given our VIP neck tags for race admission.

We were part of the opening ceremony, marching in front of the

spectators.  Our race day was Saturday.  We had to be ready

half an hour before the race to be checked in - my number was

028. 

We warmed up and tried to focus and concentrate.  We lined up

five minutes before the race - the gun fired and we were off! I

was 8th for two laps then everyone else speeded up and it was

getting harder.  I thought to myself, "Don't give up!"  I carried on

to the finish - I was last but I did it!  Philip came 16th out of 20

runners.  We were both pleased with what we had done and it

was a really good experience.

In the evening each participating country gave a present to the

organiser who thanked us all for taking part.  We then went to a

theatre in Oeiros to watch drama sketches presented by each

country.  Later we did some break-dancing and loads of people

joined in.  We also saw a traditional Portuguese dance and tried

to learn how to do it.  After that it was back to bed and off to the

airport the next day - we had a great time!

Ryan (front row left) and Philip (seated) with the GB Team
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What does the name Roald Dahl mean to you?  ‘George's Marvellous

Medicine’, ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’, ‘James and the Giant Peach’ or perhaps the

scary accounts of mean teachers that are to be found in ‘Boy’?  Many of our

students have grown up on a diet of Roald Dahl's larger-than-life characters.

He is an author who, more than others, seems to get inside the often dark

Our trip began with Claire, the museum's education manager, in the Inventing Room - we came back here at the end to do some

inventing of our own, but before that we went on a tour.  First of all we saw a replica of Dahl's writing chair.  We were told that he

wrote in a hut at the end of his garden for four hours every day.  (Maybe Mr Gale is writing a book?)  Dahl worked here, away from

any distractions, for two hours before lunch and two hours after lunch.  You see - even famous people have to work at it!  Claire

asked us to choose someone to be Roald Dahl for a few minutes and we chose Sylvie.  We had to imagine that Sylvie was as

tall as Roald Dahl - 6' 4'' - that's nearly as tall as Peter Crouch!  Then Sylvie sat in Dahl's special chair, which had a strange square

hole cut in the back, this was to make the chair comfortable for him as he hurt his back in a flying accident in World War II.  Those

of you who have read ‘Going Solo’ will know all about this.

Dahl was obviously a man of habit, as he always wrote with a special pencil, ordered from America, called the Dixon Ticonderoga.

Before he began to write, he would sharpen six pencils. The pencils were yellow on the outside and his writing paper was yellow

as well - yellow was his favourite colour!  Dahl couldn't use a computer and he couldn't type.  He wasn't that good at spelling either,

so his secretary Wendy would type everything up for him and correct all of his spelling.  When Dahl died, he left all of his writings

and the contents of his garden hut to the museum.  All of the paper manuscripts are kept in a special room at a constant temper-

ature to preserve them.  Some of the papers have been copied so that visitors can examine them more closely. 



17TRIPS & OUTINGS

O U T I N G S
mind of a child!  In June, our Year 7 pupils were able to view the world of

Roald Dahl at first hand when they visited the Dahl museum at Great

Missenden.  Sadly Roald Dahl died in 1990 aged 74, so there will be no more

of his amazing stories but the museum offers a chance to get to know the

man and the characters from his books a little better.

A selection of the original writings and other belongings were on display in glass cabinets.  We were given some advice about

writing passed on from Roald Dahl: he said that good ideas for stories are like dreams and unless you write them down straight

away you will forget them!  He kept his own ideas book and ticked them off when he had used them in a story.  We were all given

our own ideas book to keep - you never know, one of us might be famous!  

We had a great time dressing up as characters from Dahl's books; Odran got so attached to his costume, we thought we might

have to take him back to school in it!  Next we went into the Boy Gallery and Solo Room.  There were lots of interesting things

here in glass cabinets, for example, a jar of gob-stoppers with a dead mouse in it and Dahl's passport from 1944.  The passport

even mentioned the scar on his nose and anyone who has read ‘Boy’ knows how he got that!  We also saw his briefcase, which

he used to carry top secret papers when he worked at the British Embassy in Washington during World War II.

Finally we came back to the Inventing Room where Claire talked to us about creating characters.  We began to piece together

our own disagreeable character…ideas came thick and fast from the group - he was an ugly creature with a thirst for blood - young

blood!  The ideas were lurid and plentiful but we couldn't finish the story as the teachers insisted on bringing us back to school.

We blame them all for robbing the world of another great story!  We’ll forgive them as we had a fantastic time!
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In June, Year 8 pupils went on a Geography field trip, visiting Abbotsbury, Chesil

Beach, Fortuneswell, Durdle Door, Lulworth Cove and Swanage.  

We travelled on the coach for about an hour and a half - the

boys in our year were so excited!  We arrived at Chesil

Beach first, where we worked with the ranging poles, tape

measure and clinometer.  We were under pressure, working

hard as we needed to be quick.

After lunch we went to Durdle Door, which was beautiful but

rather dangerous as well.  We were aiming to walk from Durdle

Door to Lulworth Cove.  We went down a steep hill with white

chalk underfoot - we had to be careful as it was slippery.

It was a very hot day and we had to walk up a hill with over

100 steps!  It was one of the worst bits because we had to

catch up with Mr Gwynn who was in charge and he was

walking rather briskly!  Finally we walked downhill again but

this slope was even steeper and more slippery than the

other hill - it was rather fun though!

At last we were heading to Swanage and we walked on the

soft beach.  We all wanted to swim in the sea because of

the weather but we couldn't!  Instead we went back to wait

for the coach and we played in the park.  Finally the coach

came with our dinner which was either chips with a burger,

fish or sausages and a drink.  It was the end of a tiring day

but everyone envied us because we had spent a sunny day

at the beach while they were all at school!

If only all lessons were like this!

Sketching at Durdle Door

Omar on the beach

By Alessia Pointer and Grace Lecznar
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The original Globe theatre was built in 1599, by the Lord Chamberlain's men, the acting

company with which Shakespeare was most closely involved. The replica Globe Theatre

in London was completed in 1997, a project inspired by the American director Sam

Wanamaker.  This is Tayla Lewthwaite's account of the trip...

I went to The Globe with the whole of Year 8 to find out what it was like back in Elizabethan times and to take part in a workshop.  The

theatre was built in Southwark and housed around 1,500 people, all crowded together.  In 1613, during a performance of ‘Henry VIII’,

a spark from a cannon used for special effects, set fire to the thatched roof and The Globe Theatre burnt down.  The Globe was rebuilt

in 1614 but destroyed by the Puritans in 1644.  I found out all about who started The Globe and it was very interesting.  

We went to see where the actors rehearse their plays and we

did some warm ups, for example, running around the room

pretending to be a magnet and then pretending to be a piece

of metal!  The magnets had to pretend that they had been

having a bad day and run away from the metals.  Next we

had to say our lines while we were running around the room.

We spent some time acting out a small part from ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’, first pretending to be Demetrius and Helena, then

pretending to be Titania and Oberon.  We had to say words and act as if we were angry, or as Titania, teasing.  At the end of the

workshop we visited the gift shop.  After that, for a treat, we walked over the Millennium Bridge.  We walked right across and then

back to our meeting point and our buses for the journey home .  I had a fantastic time on the trip. 
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When did you first get involved with music?
Fatima When I sang ‘Perfect’ in Year 8 for the school production of ‘Katz’

James When I 2 or 3 years old, I would dance in the front room to my mum and dad’s music!

Jamie Joining William and James at Mary Hare for band practice

William Listening to Blur when I was 5 or 6 years old

Who was the first person to take your music seriously?
Fatima Singing was more of a hobby but Mrs Rocca helped put The Deafness together

and found events where we could perform - that really gave my confidence

James Nass helped me to be a better bass player, by teaching me the skills I needed

Jamie Mrs Rocca and Nass helped us a lot and took us out to perform at events

William My parents always took me seriously. I started to play guitar when I was 10

and my mum just knew I had something

Who are your favourite artist or band?
Fatima I don’t have a favourite, but I like Omarion, a former singer with B2K

James Kaiser Chiefs Jamie Busta Rhymes  William Green Day

What’s your favourite colour?
Fatima Green, green and more green! James Blue   Jamie Blue and Black William Blue

What’s your favourite food?
Fatima That really depends on my mood!  Right now, I fancy an Apollo Salad from

Pizza Express (no olives or cherry tomatoes) 

James Spaghetti Bolognese Jamie Pizza! William Cheerios!

What’s your favourite way to relax?
Fatima Having a good nap! 7

James Sleeping!

Jamie Listening to music or hanging around with my friends 

William Listening to music

the lowdown...
Fatima

William

James

Jamie
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When we arrived at Heathrow, our flight was delayed so

we had four hours to wait around until we could fly out.  We

finally arrived in Vienna and went to collect our luggage

which was all there, apart from the guitar cases and a case

which had my bass, William's electric guitar and Nass's

keyboard in it.  We asked at the information desk and were

told that our cases were in the security section in case they

contained weapons!

A taxi was waiting to take us to our hotel.  It was a Holiday

Inn and was really nice.  When we arrived, we met Mrs

Rocca who was already there and we had dinner in the

hotel restaurant.  William, Jamie and I stayed together in

an Executive Suite which was brilliant.  William and I got

up at 6.30am and had a massive breakfast.  We were

going to a rehearsal in a conference room at midday so

that gave us about three hours to spend in the hotel. 

William, Jamie and I spent half an hour in the sauna and an hour in the gym.  The girls (Indy, Justine, Hattie and Fatima) spent a while

in the gym as well.  We then met up in the conference room to rehearse with a man from Canada called John, who was deaf and had

a cochlear implant.  We rehearsed for about an hour and then everyone went back to their rooms to have a shower and get ready.  I

watched a World Cup match in the bar area on a big screen. 

At 4.00pm we took our instruments and got into

taxis to go to the Castle (pictured right).  On

arrival we set up near the grand stairway  in front

of the entrance to the gardens. We then walked

around the gardens for a while, then came back

to meet the guests.  At 8.00pm we performed for

an hour.  We played the introduction to 'Music

Times', 'Wade in the Water', 'Lean on Me',

'Everybody', 'Heart of Gold' etc.  Afterwards we

were greeted warmly by all the guests and were

told that we were going to America to perform

there, which was unbelievable. 

Then it was time to go back to the hotel and we went to bed. The next day we packed and went to where Mrs Rocca was speaking at

the conference.  She ordered two horse-drawn carriages which took us on a tour of Vienna.  Afterwards we returned to the airport to

fly back to London.  It was a great experience for everyone and we all enjoyed it.

In June, Mary Hare’s Deputy Director of Educational Inclusion (Music), Christine Rocca, was

invited by Advanced Bionics to speak at the International Conference on Cochlear Implants

and Related Sciences, in Vienna.  As part of the Welcome and Opening Ceremony at the city’s

famous Castle Belvedere, the Mary Hare School Band performed to hundreds of guests from

around the world.  James Alexander reports ...

The Mary Hare Band welcome a new Viennese member

Perform



23PERFORMING ARTS

... a day to actually start recording some of our songs, thanks to an introduction by Paul’s sister Nicky Weller, who works at

Nordoff Robbins Music Therapy and had seen us perform.  We were smartly dressed to make a good impression: The

Deafness in suits with Fatima in her usual fabulous style!  We left at 9.30am with Mrs Rocca and Nass. 

We arrived in the village where Paul lives and finally found the studio.  We met the manager, who then told us the bad news

- Paul had gone to Paris for a holiday weekend with his family and was not coming back until a few days later. The good

news was we could practise our playing to get it perfect before recording began.

The music was perfect and we were ready to show the studio technicians what we could do.  They said "Rolling..." and I heard a bit

of an echo going through my ear which hit my left eardrum.  Then we blasted the room, still just about getting things perfect.  When

we had finished the songs three times each, we listened to the playback and had a great laugh.  We were disappointed that Paul

wasn’t there and that we had to leave this fabulous studio but we were very proud of ourselves - We had made our first CD! 

By James Alexander
Will we have a wall filled with gold discs like this?

ing
A r t s

A day out to see
Paul Weller ...

A final sound check before recording starts



Mary Hare's student rock band 'The Deafness'

had the experience of a lifetime in the summer

when they performed live in front of a celebrity

audience at the 2006 Silver Clef Awards held at

London's Park Lane Hilton Hotel.  

This prestigious award ceremony for the music

industry takes place every year, in aid of The

Nordoff Robbins Music Therapy Charity.  Nordoff

Robbins offers music-related therapies for peo-

ple with a range of disabilities or special needs

and Mary Hare works in partnership with them

on a number of projects.  A charity auction took

place at the lunch, which raised almost

£200,000 for the charity.

The Deafness, comprising students Fatima
Niemogha (Vocals), William Ogden (Electric

Guitar), James Alexander (Bass Guitar) and

Jamie Chang (Drums), were invited to perform

at the event by singer Paul Weller, after they

recently took part in a recording session at the

star's Berkshire home.  (See Page 19 for more

about this)

At the award ceremony, the band mingled with a

star-studded line up of award winners before

getting on stage themselves to play their own

song 'Make Yourself Heard' which earned them a

standing ovation from an enthusiastic audience.  

Drummer Jamie Chang had this to say about

the  experience: "It was nerve wracking!  I saw

all these idols - Girls Aloud, The Kaiser Chiefs,

Foo Fighters, The Eagles and the Osbournes -

and they told us that we were fabulous!"

James Alexander agreed, "We never expect-

ed to impress the audience as much as we did -

it has changed our lives!"  James describes how

the day unfolded...

We left at 7.45am to travel up to London.  We

had just arrived back in England the night before

from Vienna! (See Page 18 for more about this)

We drove to the Hilton Hotel on Park Lane which

was very grand indeed.  

When we got there we unpacked our instru-

ments and went into the ballroom to set every-

thing up and for a sound check.  We then had a

rehearsal before resting and waiting for the

guests to arrive at around 11.00am. 

The first famous person to arrive was Richard

Keys who was practising his speech, because

he was the one who would do most of the talk-

ing on stage to the audience.  We moved nearer

to the escalator as this was where all the guests

would be coming up and we had our picture

taken by the official photographer.  

Silver Clef 
Music Awards 

2006

Our recently opened Arlington Arts Centre
houses a purpose-built Music Therapy Unit
which will be run in partnership by Mary Hare
and Nordoff Robbins.  

The unit will offer specialist music therapy
sessions for children, adults and families from
all over the South East - another exciting new
venture for the Mary Hare organisation.
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As more and more guests started to arrive, we

went into a room where people were waiting

before going into lunch.  We were all pretty

shocked by the number of famous people

around us.  

Nass managed to sneak us into the media room,

where all the famous people were getting their

photos taken.  We were standing opposite the

Kaiser Chiefs and Nicky Weller introduced them

to us - we were gob-smacked!  

We shook hands with them and they asked us

what we were going to play.  They were very

friendly.  We then had our photo taken with

them.   

When lunch was ready we took our seats in the

ballroom.  During the meal, the Foo Fighters and

the Osbournes arrived.  When the Foo Fighters

won their awards, we wanted to go and congrat-

ulate them but we were scared to, so Nicky

Weller introduced us again.  

When it was time to perform, we played 'Make

Yourself Heard' and we were applauded for a

long time.  We then met the Osbournes and

talked to them for a while. After the whole thing

finished, people came up  and congratulated us -

a few of them said they wanted to sign us, which

was really good news.  We then packed up and

said goodbye and thank you to everyone before

going back to Mary Hare.

The Deafness pose with some of the Kaiser Chiefs
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When did you start working at Mary Hare?
I came in January 2003 for two weeks’ work experience and ended up staying for three

and a half years!  At first I was working on small jobs, which was fine by me as I had no

formal training with computers - I was just interested in them as kind of a hobby.  One of

the first things I did was to subtitle a video clip for the PACE Appeal CD Rom.  I also

remember going out with Mr Robinson and the Year 11 students to Sainsbury’s to film

them pretending to steal things for a media project! 

What did you end up doing?
Loads of different things and I'm very grateful for the variety the job has given me.  Filming

and editing the last few Christmas productions has been one of the real big, fun jobs, but

there have been lots of other things, like helping Year 13 with different bits of software for

their coursework, making videos for various departments and working the text machine

that makes the subtitles for assemblies and other events.  

The worst job was transcribing six hours of Kick FM radio (thanks for that one, Mr. R!)

including adverts where the DJ is talking at fifty miles a minute.  But one boring job over

three and a half years is pretty good going and a testament to how much I've enjoyed

working here! 

Have you developed your own skills while you have been with us?
Oh yes!  I've been able to develop all sorts of skills on the job.  More than anything, I feel a hundred times more confident and happy

than when I first arrived and I really think that's from being part of such a welcoming, friendly community.  After you've been here for a

few years, it's easy to forget what a unique environment Mary Hare is and how encouraging and warm both the staff and students are.

I think what I've gained most from being here is confidence and having felt like I've belonged somewhere.  

What are you going to do now?
I'm going to study Medicine at Warwick University.  I'm very excited although a bit scared too.  Still, it's always frightening when you

jump into something unknown and untested, where everything is strange and unfamiliar.  I think everyone feels that, but it's what you

have to do to develop yourself.  I just think of everything I gained by jumping into the unknown land of Mary Hare a few years ago. 

How long will your training take?
The course lasts four years but in a sense the training goes on for life.  Even after I finish the course (assuming I'm lucky and dedicated

enough to get through it) there's a constant culture of learning new skills, passing exams, becoming more qualified.  That is something I'm

looking forward to, because it means that it's a job that should never become boring or stale.  The main thing that's worrying me  is that

apparently we get a cadaver (a body) within the first two weeks and have to start dissecting it almost immediately!  Urgh!

What have you enjoyed about working here?
So many things!  Learning skills on the computer, working with lots of interesting people (both staff and students), feeling part of a

happy, supportive, friendly community and having all kinds of bizarre and surreal experiences you could never have anywhere else -

meeting the Dulux Dog, for example, or watching Mr. Gale perform his own inimitable version of ‘Where Is The Love’ by the Black Eyed

Peas.  Also (this may sound a trifle odd, but bear with me) I have found it very interesting working in a school at all.  I was actually

home educated - I never went to school myself - and I think because of that I was, unfairly, always a little wary of schools.  So it has

been wonderful, as well as wonderfully ironic, to work in a school and especially a good one like Mary Hare and to realise that they

are not the daunting places I always imagined!

Will you come back and visit us?!
If the school is happy for me to come back and say hello some time, I intend to jump at the opportunity!  It's meant so much to me,

and I'm going to miss it so much…so yes, I really do hope I'll be able to come back to say hi!  I’ve also wondered for years about get-

ting the school to come and visit me - my parents run a hedge maze which is open to the public, so there might be some interest in

doing a school trip during the summer.  I’ll try to convince my dad not to charge or at least offer a reduced rate!.

Farewell to technician Jamie Brindle

S T A F F
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Imagine the scene, staff gather together on the first day of the new academic

year, to take part in the scheduled INSET day. Time to look back over the past

year, reflect on what has been achieved and look forward to new challenges.

Dr. Tucker announces to the audience of over 200 people that the Chairman

of Governors, Hugh Ogus, is to deliver a two hour presentation on the work-

ings of the Charities’ Commission and new Government legislation.  Fine ora-

tor though he may be, it was hard to imagine how he could make this a scin-

tillating subject!  A few people squirm in their seats, in anticipation it is hoped...

Two minutes into the presentation and with eyelids beginning to droop, the

lights in the auditorium dim and Hugh is interrupted by whistling, banging of

drums and general percussive celebrations as a Samba Band bursts into the

auditorium, making their way through the audience.  Having played for a few

minutes, everyone starts to relax and join in the clapping, when the band leader

announces that he needs a little help from the audience.  In fact, we are told,

the Mary Hare All Star Samba Band is going to split into groups for rehearsals

before a final massed performance at the end of the morning! 

Whilst a few were privy to this surprise, it came out of the blue to the majority

of those present and proved to be a stimulating way to kick-start the new year,

aimed at building teamwork and morale.  The idea for the event came from

Mary Hare Governors, Nigel and Judith Roberts.  Nigel had undergone a sim-

ilar experience on a management conference with his employers Aon Limited.

The event had proved such a great success that they felt it could be replicat-

ed at Mary Hare.

Planning for the event started over a year ago and the secret was kept from all but a select group.  As a result, the impact was amazing and

everyone agreed that it was not only great fun but also an excellent way of breaking the ice at the start of a new academic year.  The noise

was immense as the 200 piece group reached a frantic but enthusiastic crescendo in their final performance (we were all given ear plugs)!  

You will see from the pictures that it was a unique event and you may spot some

well known Mary Hare figures as you have never seen them before and are

unlikely to again!  Our thanks go to Aon for their generous sponsorship of the

event.

Everybody Samba!

 N E W S
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We woke up at 6.00am; everyone was so excited!  The tun-

nel was really quick and we got to Paris at about 5.00pm.

Our first stop was the Eiffel Tower.  Wow!  Incroyable!  We

squeezed into one lift to reach the second floor - who was

brave enough to go all the way to the top?  Most of us actu-

ally - with the exception of a couple of teachers - no names

mentioned…

Our ears popped on the way up.  The views from the top

were just amazing and we took loads of photos. You could

see Sacré-Coeur, the Centre Pompidou, Notre Dame and

La Défense, to name but a few.  It was absolutely freezing -

colder than England!  For many of us it was our first time in

Paris (including Bernard, the French assistant!) and every-

one was seriously impressed. 

The Eiffel Tower
Hamish Well, I was pleased to find something taller than

me - the tower itself!  I was also surprised that Paris has less

green space than London, at least this seemed to be the

case from the tower.  Shari I was really nervous about

going up the tower but I'm so glad I did. I loved the view but

my hands went numb!  It was so beautiful because it was

getting dark and you could see Paris lighting up all around.  

Lizzie B As we were leaving, the tower suddenly came alive

with thousands of sparkling, glittering lights - spectacular!  We

felt very lucky.  I had a fantastic time as it was my first visit to

France.  Ross I was quite impressed by the tower and

pleased to be able to go up such a piece of magnificent

steelwork.  It was all the way to the top for me where I found

Dr Papas with his trusty camcorder.  As time went by it got

colder and colder - I am a Scot as you know, but even for me

it was freezing!

At the Centre
James When we arrived on the first night we were a bit

late, so it was straight to the dining hall.  We ate quiche (very

nice) followed by chicken nuggets and chips.  Not very

French but we were so hungry!  Breakfast on Sunday was

lovely with croissants, French bread and cereals, juice and

hot chocolate.  We didn't like the packed lunches too much

though - we thought the filling tasted a bit like cat food!

On Sunday evening they brought out bowls of fruit at the end

of the meal and a few of us tried this weird looking fruit a bit

like a tomato.  It was called a tamarind.  It was horrible but

at least I tried it!

EuroDisney
Katie I hate waking up early, especially at the weekend, but

this was different - we were off to Disneyland - my favourite

place in the whole world.  I was so excited that I was first in

the shower!  After about an hour on the coach, I could see

the pinnacle of Sleeping Beauty's tower in the distance and

I could barely contain my excitement.  I had never seen any-

thing so beautiful.  It was a long walk from the coach to the

park but it was worth it.  

Luckily Mlle Wyman was able to get us all fast passes for the

rides, which was fantastic!  

Holly makes it to the top of the Eiffel Tower

Greetings from Year 11 
in Paris!
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Unfortunately, on the way Baloo the Bear from Jungle Book

attacked me and soon had me in a headlock - no one had

warned me about French men!

After I had freed myself, we split up to go on the rides.  The

first ride we went on was ‘Space Mountain’ but poor old

Shari was petrified and convinced she was going to die!  You

do leave that ride with sore ears and a bad head.  It is dark,

too, with unexpected turnings.  

The next ride was called 'It's a Small World'.   Amelia, how-

ever, did not share my passion for the song and it took a lot

of persuasion to get her into the boat.  I, on the other hand,

did not want it to end!

Naomi We also went on the ‘Peter Pan’ ride, ‘Pirates of the

Caribbean’, ‘Indiana Jones’ and the Teacups!  In the after-

noon we watched the parade. It was amazing, the costumes

were so pretty, the floats were spectacular and Prince

Charming so hot!  

Goofy, Dale, Chip and Pluto were also wandering around,

giving hugs and handshakes.  Dale came over to hug us and

somehow Katie got her hand stuck up inside his head!  She

said it was a man because she could feel his beard!  We had

a fantastic time and it was heartbreaking when we had to get

back on the coach.

Hannah On Monday, after a disappointingly rainy boat trip,

we went up to Montmartre.  At the bottom is the famous

Moulin Rouge Theatre which we drove past.  At the top of

Montmartre is where the Sacré Coeur sits.  It is a stunning

white church and the place around it is like a lively village.  It

feels set apart from the rest of Paris and the views of the city

are amazing.  We climbed the hundreds of steps to enter

Sacré Coeur and took lots of photos of the views - it was

warm and sunny by now.  

Emily T As we stepped inside the church many of us had

an numinous feeling and none of us spoke.  It was very

serene and there were beautiful stone carvings.  It felt

impossible to break the peaceful silence.  Most of us lit can-

dles and sat down to pray or think within ourselves.  Many

stayed quiet for quite a long time to feel the peace and

admire the exquisite beauty all around.

Hannah Afterwards we set off for the main square to get

our rendezvous instructions and to have some shopping

time.  It was lively and lots of artists were coming up to us

asking to do our portraits.  They were very insistent!  It was

quite touristy and there were homeless people there as well.  

Emily T I decided I wanted to get my portrait done so I

went to see how much it would be.  Mlle Wyman got the

price down to £20 which was quite good.  My picture really

looks like me so I'm really pleased!  We had a fantastic time

and would love to go to Paris again - thank you to the staff

for taking us!

Taking a well earned break

It wasn’t all fun and sightseeing you know!
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Science and fashion came together for Year 7 when as part

of their studies into Electricity and Forces, 7BR were treated

to a demonstration with a Van de Graaff generator.  As the

electrical charge built up, students’ hairstyles took on a new

dramatic look.  Roving reporter Mrs Beckett was keen to get

a hands-on experience as well – with impressive results!

Health and safety considerations were rigidly enforced,

which meant that students with cochlear implants could not

take advantage of the demonstration.  However, Michael
Watson and Oliver Urquhart were keen volunteers to

show off their blond tresses.  The new hairstyles looked

great but sadly only lasted as long as the pupils were

‘charged up’.  Mitch Graham was convinced that a good

helping of hair gel would produce equally impressive results!

Mary Hare School welcomed comedian Tom O'Connor in

May, when he presented a new minibus to the school on

behalf of the Royal Variety Club.  Mr O'Connor was joined by

David Danielli, Community Relations Manager of Vodafone

Group Services, who were joint donors of the new vehicle.

The guests of honour were given a tour of the school by

Principal Tony Shaw and they were particularly impressed

by the newly built Arlington Arts Centre.  

Mr O'Connor gave staff and pupils an inspiring talk about his

former occupation as a teacher, before making the official

presentation to Mr Shaw.  The new vehicle is already in reg-

ular use and we are extremely grateful to Vodafone and the

Variety Club for their generous donation.

On the Road

Tom O’Connor hands over the keys to Mr Shaw with David Danielli (right)

ShortCuts

Mrs Beckett gets a hair-raising experience!

A Hair-Raising Experience



Maths Challenge 2006
At the end of April, twelve Year 8 pupils took part in the UK

Junior Maths Challenge.  The questions were very challeng-

ing.  Two pupils achieved sufficient marks to gain a Bronze

certificate and our congratulations (and admiration) go to

Mungo Aitken and Grace Lecznar, pictured left with

Maths teacher Mr Hannam.
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We held our first Monster Breakfast two years ago when it was a

great success which everyone enjoyed.  On that occasion we raised

enough money to buy two sewing machines (which are still in use)

for a project in Africa, in a village in Mozambique called Chiaquelane.  

In July, we had our second event.  This time we were raising money

for two charities: Christian Aid, specifically for their 'recycle a goat'

scheme to benefit families in Africa and BIBIC, the British Institute for

Brain-Injured Children.  

The food, as ever, was excellent.  We are very grateful to Moyra and

her team in Blount Hall, helped out by Mr. Hollitzer at the hatch.

About 80 of us partook of the Full English Breakfast and everyone

enjoyed it (except certain members of staff who bought a ticket but

foolishly, on the Monday morning, forgot to come!)

After paying for the breakfasts, we were left with nearly £175 ‘profit’

for our charities.  The Charity Lunch that followed raised a further

£140 and a series of subsequent fundraising events  resulted in a

final donation of over £580 towards these two nominated good

causes.  Thank you to everyone who supported us.

Monster Breakfast

Delicious!

The Speech and Language Therapy department has

recently received a new piece of equipment, designed by

Mary Hare audiology technician Jason Denness, which will

help in student SLT sessions.

Jason was asked to produce an updated device that could

be used in a one-to-one situation, which replicates the

Group Hearing Aid system already in use in the classroom.

With this new unit, students are directly connected via their

headphones or cochlear unit to the speech and language

therapist’s microphone.  This will enable them to develop

their listening and conversation skills without the distraction

of any background noise.  The unit has been designed so

that it can also connect directly to a range of sound output

devices, e.g. CD player, computer or cassette player.

Jason demonstrates the new unit to Head of SLT Pat Tufnell

SLT News



32 SHORT CUTS

Isolde Loeffler has been working at Mary Hare and

supporting pupil Sophie Goodacre with her

GCSE German course.  Isolde explains... “I'm a

German student from the University of Heidelberg

and I'm studying to teach deaf children and children

who are linguistically disabled.  I heard about Mary

Hare from my tutor at university who contacted the

school and helped me to arrange my visit.

This placement is a good opportunity to extend my

knowledge of deaf education and to improve my

English skills at the same time.  In Germany I have

already gained some experience with deaf children so

it is good for me to see how other countries teach deaf

children.  I'm very impressed by Mary Hare School

and the opportunities provided for the students.  I am

enjoying being here and appreciate that all the teach-

ers and the care staff are very friendly and helpful.”

Wilkommen!

Isolde with Sophie Goodacre

An evening celebration was held in July for those who had suc-

cessfully completed a year-long BTEC Teaching Support

course, run by Mary Hare Training Services in conjunction with

the Sensory Consortium Service.

The twelve students on the course were all teaching support

assistants from local schools, who work to support pupils with

special educational needs.  They were welcomed with a cham-

pagne reception and a vote of thanks led by Sue Lewis, Director

of Educational Development, Chief Executive Dr Ivan Tucker

and Gillian Coles (Sensory Consortium Service).

A second group of students are already hard at work on the next

course, following the success of this inaugural programme.  The

continuing partnership between Mary Hare Training Services

and the Sensory Consortium Service will enable training oppor-

tunities to become even more widely available to all those work-

ing to support children with a wide range of special educational

needs.  Pictured left is Mary Hare TSA Mavis Pateman with

Audiologist and trainer Viv Ogg.

Celebrations

Bubbles!
By Adam Watson

The laundry room in

Mansell House has always

been on the wrong side of

dull so when the care staff

approached me with the

suggestion that we brighten

it up, I jumped at the

chance. 

Behind the washing

machines we pained bub-

bles overflowing, as if the

machines were leaking.  

On the other side, where

the tumble driers are, I

painted a washing line com-

plete with a pair of yellow Y-

fronts!  

I am pleased with the fin-

ished result and I hope it

makes doing laundry in

Mansell House a much

more pleasant experience!



Mum opens the curtains

I want to sleep some more

Close the curtain mummy

Oh no, it’s time to go to school.

I feel tired and my eyes look tired

and I look very sleepy.

I woke up for school and I feel OK!

I feel fine!

We had an enjoyable visit to Reading Museum in July.  Our topic that

term was The Romans and we were able to look at and handle Roman

artefacts.  The children loved dressing up as Roman citizens (Folarin

and Joseph pictured left), slaves and doctors and playing Roman games

and assembling mosaics.

Abid tries his skills with the go-kart
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In June, our pupils and staff travelled to Kingswood, on the the Isle of Wight, for an outdoor activity and computer skills week.

Activities included caving, rock pool investigations, circus skills, climbing, go-karting and fencing. This was combined with les-

sons in using a digital camera so that pupils could work in the ICT suite and produce a photo-diary of the week.  The children

had a fantastic time (despite the rather primitive amenities) and loved sleeping eleven to a dorm.  The staff came home for a

good rest!

For the second year running, SSaarraahh  GGrriigggg
(mother of Joseph in Class 3) organised a
fundraising ‘Bunny Ball’ in September, in
support of Mary Hare Primary School and
CICS (Cochlear Implanted Children’s
Society).  

As always, it was a grand occasion - Joe had
a guest appearance playing drums for the
group ‘Weapons of Sound’ who entertained
the guests!

Sarah hopes to have raised around
£10,000 for the Primary School through
the event and we are extremely grateful to
her for all her hard work and planning

Getting up is a problem

By Natasha (Class 3)

NewsPrimary

Folarin explains, “We are dressing up as Romans we are rich people.”
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S IXTH FORM NEWS
In June, parents, staff and Year 13s attended the traditional

Leavers'’ Lunch to say goodbye, celebrate their success and

wish each other well for the future.  A video of the students on

a trip to Paris in Year 10 was followed by a wonderful lunch

prepared by Moyra and the catering team. Judith Roberts,

Chair of the PTA and School Governor, celebrated the

achievements of all the students, finishing with a word of

advice on maintaining friendships after leaving Mary Hare.

The Head of Sixth Form, Peter Gale, talked about the sense

of fun in the year group and the incredible warmth, friend-

ship and support that the students had afforded each other.  

Before inviting each pupil to come up to receive their

Leavers' Book from Judith Roberts, Peter thanked all the

staff, the PTA and the families for all their support through-

out the students' time at Mary Hare School.  

It was an event fitting of such a wonderful year group and

we wish every individual a very successful and happy

future. Don't forget to keep in touch!

Mr Gale says goodbye to Philippa Merricks and Ryan Marshall

It seems that Mary Hare alumni pay good heed to the advice they are given!  Louise

Buglass writes a few weeks after the Leavers' Lunch, reporting on the holiday adven-

tures of the Mary Hare group who are clearly determined to remain good friends...

Hello Mr Gale!

Hope you are well.  The holiday in Gran Canaria went exceed-

ingly well. No disasters apart from the lads making too much

noise one night! The view was gorgeous and the nightlife was

wicked.  It was the best holiday ever in my life!.  We found our

very own favourite Irish bar called ‘Keane’; the staff were very

friendly and we managed to get free drinks from them!  Alysha

surprised us on the first night as she caught the late flight out and

had a brilliant time with us.  Some of us went to the Water Park

and took speedboats out on the sea.  Overall, we are closer than

ever.  Sam recorded lots on his camcorder so hopefully I will see

it soon.

The summer is going all right so far.  I’ve got my first job working at my dad's university until September when my college starts.

There is a deaf event at the beginning of September so I will see most of my year again and I'm certainly looking forward to that!  I

have enclosed a photo of most of us on holiday, to put into Soundwave.  I wanted to show how our friendships have grown and

the celebration of finishing our A-levels.  Hope you have a good start to the year.  Take care.   Yours sincerely  Louise Buglass
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During the summer I had the opportunity to do four

weeks work experience.  This might seem like the

usual feedback you see every year about a pupil

working in the city but my experience was different as

I got the chance to work for two prominent companies. 

I was nervous about working in a hearing environment

and the idea of an office terrified me even more.  I had

this vision of sitting there mind-numbingly bored but

this was certainly not the case as I was always given

something to do!  

My first placement was at BGI (Barclays Global

Investors).  I was greeted in a very business-like man-

ner which petrified me at first, but once I got into the

building everyone was extremely relaxed and friendly.

I was shown around the office and I was in complete

awe when I realised there was a 'Starbucks' inside the

building and I took advantage of any chance to grab a

drink.  I worked in Marketing first of all, which wasn't

like the glamorous marketing of TV, but producing

presentations and leaflets for the company and for

customers.  The work fascinated me when I began to

find out things like the psychology behind using cer-

tain colours etc.

I then moved on to Corporate Affairs, where I learned

all about the stock market and how companies work

within this system. I helped with the administration work

where post came in every second from New York,

Japan and Ireland - as one stock market was closing

another was opening.  I was afraid to touch anything in

case I lost a company millions of pounds, which I didn't

think would go down too well with my employers!  I

received Word and PowerPoint training so I am now a

whiz at computers (well to some extent). 

In the third week I moved down to Croydon to work for Nestlé, which was smaller than BGI with around 300 people (compared

to 800 at BGI).  I was welcomed with chocolate, which is an ideal way to introduce a teenage girl to the business.  People were

fascinated that I could hear and speak to them, so for me this was a fantastic opportunity to be able to educate others about

deafness and the abilities of a deaf person.  On a tour of the building I was stunned to find a gym, a staff shop full of choco-

late and toiletries - did you know that Nestlé owns 25% of L'Oréal?

I worked in the Tesco's Business Unit and attended meetings and organised my own meetings to speak to people to help me

put together a project, which was very successful.  Here I did see a more glamorous side to Marketing and learned how Nestlé

worked and also how to operate professionally.  The only thing I could possibly fault Nestlé on was the amount of coffee and

chocolate provided - a full time job there for me could only result in obesity!  At the end of my two weeks I was praised for my

effort and work and offered a job in the future when I finish university. 

This experience has improved my understanding of different aspects of large and small-scale business.  As well as giving me

the chance to interact with hearing people within the work environment, both companies accommodated me successfully, for

which I am grateful.  I must give special thanks to Mary Hare Governor and BGI Co-ordinator Vanessa Whitehouse for sup-

porting this scheme.  This experience has been invaluable and will be very useful for the future.  I recommend any of Year 12

to apply next year! 

Unlimited coffee and chocolate, what
more could a girl want...? By Inde Johal
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FoMary Har
Arlington Arts Centre
Although we are still awaiting the official opening

of the centre on 14th October 2006, we are

pleased to report that Arlington Arts Centre is

already open for business!  The first public event

came in May, as part of the 2006 Newbury Spring

Festival, when we opened the doors to welcome

patrons and VIP guests to a special gala concert,

‘Red Hot Baroque’ by Red Priest.  This theatrical

show featured a dazzling and irreverent version of

Vivaldi’s ‘Four Seasons’, which was billed as a

treat for the senses and did not disappoint!

The centre has also been used throughout the

spring and summer months for a wide range of

training and conference events and the first

Autumn Programme is now available, giving details

of shows that are lined up between now and

Christmas. (See back cover for contact details)

Fundraising work continues, as the Mary Hare Foundation still needs to raise a further

£100,000 to meet its target of £2.5 million towards the costs of building and equipping the

new centre.  Two fundraising events have taken place this Autumn:

Arlington Arts Centre opens its doors for the first performance

PACE Appeal Council member Prue Lane Fox
organised a sponsored walk along Hadrian’s Wall dur-

ing the last week of September 2006.  

Prue and her fellow walkers worked tirelessly before

and during the event, to secure as much sponsorship

as they could.  They covered 30 miles in three days

and hope to have raised around £50,000 towards the

PACE Appeal.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those

who supported this event for their generosity.  If you

signed a sponsorship form, please remember to send

in your donation if you haven’t already done so!

Sponsor A Granny Walk
School Governor and PTA Chair Judith Roberts
organised a Charity Ball on behalf of the Mary Hare

Foundation at the beginning of October.  

The event was held at the prestigious Hurlingham

Club in London.  The evening started with a

Champagne Reception, followed by a dinner and

grand auction. Proceeds from the event are still com-

ing in and it is estimated that the night raised over

£50,000 for the PACE Appeal.

We are extremely grateful to Judith and her hard-

working committee members for all they have done

to support the Mary Hare Foundation.

Hurlingham Club Ball
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In August, we were delighted to receive a letter from the organisers of the

London Marathon confirming that our patience had been rewarded with a place

in the 2007 Flora London Marathon, which takes place on Sunday 22nd April

2007.  The Mary Hare Foundation applied for a place in 2003, with the under-

standing that the waiting list might be seven years long!

Former Mary Hare pupil, Mark Gill (see page 39 for more about Mark), has

kindly volunteered to run on behalf of Mary Hare and has already begun training

and approaching sponsors.  Watch out, as a sponsor form may be coming your

way!

You can support Mark’s fundraising efforts by visiting our website -

www.maryhare.org.uk - and clicking on the ‘Donations and Fundraising’

link.  We will keep you updated with Mark’s progress throughout the

coming months.

Thank You,
Micro Focus!
In September, Vice Principal Dr Nick

Papas accepted a donation of £1,000

from Stephen Kelly, Chief Executive of

Micro Focus in Newbury.  The money

was raised at a fundraising event held

by employees during the summer, with

a matching gift from the company to

make the final total.  

Deputy Head Boy and Girl Ken
Emezie and Holly Lane accompanied

Dr Papas, who thanked the employees

and the company for their donation which

will put towards the PACE Appeal.  

Holly and Ken appreciated the chance to take a look around the Micro Focus building and talk with the employees during the visit.

Holly commented, “As Ken and I are both taking a BTEC in Business Studies, this gave us plenty of ideas for our future careers.

They gave us a guided tour and explained exactly what the company does.  The staff were really friendly and interested in finding

out more about Ken and I and our experiences at Mary Hare.  As soon as they discovered Ken’s basketball talents, they were sud-

denly very interested in poaching him for their team!  We really enjoyed the visit and would like to thank Dr Papas for taking us

along.

Micro Focus and Mary Hare working together
(Micro Focus Chief Executive, Stephen Kelly, pictured second from right)
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Weather wise, the morning of July 1st was the perfect choice for

the Mary Hare Alumni Reunion.  The sun was shining, all of the

guests had a smile on their face and after months of planning ,

the committee were ready to go - perfect!  Guests came with

their families or friends, some from America, Canada and even

Australia.  There was an instant mix of people at the reunion,

but the award for getting the most people together from one

year has to be the 1972 year group!

The welcome speeches took place in the new Arlington Arts

Centre.  Joining Simone Goldberg in greeting guests at the first

reunion for a very long time were Martin Mays-Smith from the

Board of Governors and Tony Shaw, School Principal.  

Guests were able to join tours of the school, escorted by

teachers who had joined us for the day, whilst others

headed off to the Manor House conservatory and the

marquees on the lawn.  Lunch was beautifully prepared

by the Mary Hare catering team who still had to provide

food for the current pupils in school, as this was the last

weekend before the end of the summer term!  Our thanks

go to all of them for their efforts, which were appreciated

by everyone.

The rest of the day was spent catching up with long-lost

friends and chatting to former and current teachers - we

were delighted with a surprise visit by former teacher Mrs

Clews!  

The day ended with tea and the cutting of a cake

to commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the

founding of Mary Hare School.  The cake had

been beautifully hand-decorated by Moyra

Atkinson, with the three different logos of Mary

Hare from its beginning to the present day.

We would like to express a huge amount of thanks

to Moyra and her staff and also to the teaching

staff who opened their departments, led tours and

supported the event in some way.   Last but not

least, thanks to our volunteers; it could not have

been done without you!  To all of our guests, thank

you for making the day such a special one - it was

a pleasure having you.  Simone Goldberg and
the MHAA Committee

Reunited!
NewsAlumni

The Alumni Association Committee - new members always welcome!

Enjoying lunch in the marquees

Catching up with old friends
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Tilak left Mary Hare in 1981 and since then he has gained

a Mathematics degree followed by a PhD at Oxford

University.  He is now involved in Biomedical Engineering

at the Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, where he is

an assistant professor working in Functional Brain

Imaging.  

Tilak has been involved in many major research activities

including Mathematical Biology, Computation Anatomy,

Auditory Physiology, Computational Neuroscience,

Biomedical Engineering and Mathematics.

His presentation took place in Arlington Arts Centre and highlighted his work and achievements over the last 25 years, referring in

detail to his involvement in MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging).  This is a diagnostic technique that produces cross-sectional or

three-dimensional images of organs and other body structures.  At present his interest lies with neuro-imaging of the brain, cochlear

and hearing impairment, in particular the brain’s responses to 'sound' in the hearing impaired.  At the moment,  MRI Scanning cen-

tres on visual stimuli and there is no way of transmitting soundwaves to the person during the scan.  Therefore it is not possible to

detail the brain’s responses to sound.  Tilak is looking to direct a team of young research students in Baltimore to find a way of

transmitting the sound from the MRI Scanner to the patient in order that more detailed and extensive neuro-imaging can take place.

I left Mary Hare in 2003 to study Business Studies at Greenwich

University, but after a change of heart I switched to Sports

Management at London Metropolitan University and this course

suits me better.  It includes a one year work placement (which is

why I am here!) and it will take me four years to graduate.

I also work as a Football Coach for Tottenham Hotspur Football

Club.  This is work in the community and I coach at several

schools in North London and Hertfordshire.  In addition, every

summer I work as an activity leader / football coach for organisa-

tions such as Summer Discovery, Expertise and the NDCS.  

I am very fortunate to be working at Mary Hare as a PE assistant

teacher this year.  I am really looking forward to this new and chal-

lenging role.  I believe this opportunity will be of benefit to me and

to the pupils, as I can share my love of sports and in return they

can slowly help me to become a groomed teacher!  I relish the

challenge of getting pupils to embrace sports a lot more, as I am

a firm believer in a healthy balance between work and play.

Mary Hare School has changed a lot since I have been away!

There is the new Arlington Arts Centre, the food in Blount Hall has

improved dramatically, there are new computers, new sports

equipment, new technology in the classrooms and much more.

Current pupils are very lucky to be here at this time as these

changes will benefit them greatly.  I wish I was a pupil once again!

It is a very strange feeling to be in the staff room with  people who

used to teach me.  I will need time to adapt to the fact that I'm now

a teacher, not a pupil.  I found it hard to call the teachers by their

first name as I still had the habit of calling them Mr or Mrs!  

Other graduates from my course have gone on to careers includ-

ing leisure centre management, sports planning and develop-

ment or sports marketing.  My ambition is to work in a full time job

that includes sports, such as a PE teacher but I also hope to

become a top football coach. 

After graduating I hope to work for Tottenham Hotspur as a

Football Development Coach for deaf people.  For now, my plan

is to concentrate on completing the sports management course

with a good result and the rest will hopefully happen.

In June, Mary Hare welcomed back Tilak, who

came to talk to staff about his research work

in the USA, where he is now based.

Tilak Ratnanather

Mark is welcomed to the Sports department by Mr Gwynn

Mark Gill
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