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A farewell message from
Tony Shaw, Principal
This year I have been an honorary ‘Year 13 leaver’. At the end of
the winter term I was able to wait at tables during our Christmas
meal and entered fully into the Harry Potter theme by dressing
up as Dumbledore. Apparently pictures were posted on Facebook
the very same day and since then I have been able to contemplate
retirement with a full head of hair – at least on the internet!
I will shortly complete 38
years as a teacher of the
deaf, ten of which have
been as the Principal of this
remarkable school. Special
schools are inspected by
the Office for Standards in
Education (Ofsted) on a three
2

yearly cycle and I always
knew that I would be called
upon to lead the school in an
Ofsted Inspection in my final
year. At 10.45am on the 28th
of January I was returning
to school after appearing on
the Anne Diamond show for

Tony Sh
aw

BBC Berkshire. Ruth Taylor
called me in the car so I knew
the call would be urgent. The
words “Ofsted have called to
say they would be carrying out
a ‘no notice’ inspection” rang
in my ears. The enjoyment of
talking about my career on

I have led the school in four
Ofsted Inspections since 2005
and can honestly say that I
will cherish this inspection
outcome above all the rest.
It was a real team effort and
such a balanced performance:
Pupils, families, staff and
governors all played their part
and I know that Mike Granatt,
our Chairman of Governors,
wishes to join me in expressing
our profound thanks. The
inspection team led by Denise
Morris also deserves praise
for the way they conducted
this event: they were forensic
in their work, secure in their
judgements and a pleasure to
work with. The report makes
enjoyable reading and I make
no apologies for quoting some
of the key statements:
‘Exceptional personal and
academic opportunities ensure
that the school makes an
enormous difference to the
lives of its Pupils.’
Behaviour is impeccable.
Older pupils say they feel safe.
Attendance is excellent, and
above that in other special
schools. Pupils value their
school and quickly make friends.’

Parents are rightly very pleased
with their children’s progress.
‘This school gives my kids
a chance to thrive that no
other school can offer them’
commented a parent.’
‘Parents who spoke, or wrote,
to the inspection team were
extremely supportive of the
school and fully agree that their
children have done very well
in their time there, and are well
looked after and safe Comments
include ‘The difference in my
child since starting at Mary
Hare is astounding.’
I always knew that this
inspection result would define
my career and I could not be
more grateful to be able to
draw my career to a close on
such a high.
In September Peter Gale will
take over the reins and I
cannot wait to see how the
school will develop under his
leadership. Mary Hare is blessed
with a team of professionals
who in support of Peter
will take Mary Hare to even
greater heights in the years
to come. With the Governing
Body’s passionate support, I
invite you to watch this space.

The academic year of 2013-2014
will go down in the annals
of Mary Hare as one of most
successful yet. Without families
who are prepared to place
their trust in us, none of this
would be possible. I hope
that I have played my part in
capitalising on that trust and
enabling the pupils of Mary
Hare, both past and present,
to overcome the challenges
of deafness that they face
and to secure a future that
is worthy of their talents.
Mary Hare is more like a family
than a school and I know that
is a key factor in the success
we achieve. I too have relied
on my family throughout my
career and I have purposefully
reserved my last words to
thank my wife Ruth and children
Claire and Edward for their love
and support over the length
and breadth of my career.

Our Principal

People News

our local radio evaporated
in a flash. I arrived back at
school at 11.30 am and the
first wave of inspectors came
through the door at 12.00pm.
Ofsted do not refer to it as a
no-notice inspection without
good reason. Three days of
high octane activity later
the critical judgement was
delivered. Mary Hare had been
confirmed as an Outstanding
School once again.

Tony Shaw
Principal

The end of term is fast
approaching and the senior
school’s summer production is
already in rehearsals. Just like
in the Hitchcock films of old
I have been invited to ‘make
an appearance’. As this will be
captured for posterity on DVD
the phrase “no pressure then”
is ringing in my ears!

‘
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The Mary Hare Year
June 2013

Leavers’ lunch

The sun made one of its brief 2013 appearances for the Leavers’ Lunch
at the end of June. Mrs Martin said that the students had been a fantastic
group of young people to work with, who had matured hugely over the
past couple of years.
She went on to say the students
would be remembered for
their incredible support and
friendship to each other and
for their amazing contribution
to school life in music, drama.
sport, public speaking and
organising various events.
Christmas lunch, the Christmas
entertainment, the Oscar
evening and Paris!
A special mention was made
of the Everett, Kavanagh and
Labrosse families as their time
4

with us has now come to an
end – at least until some of
the next generation hopefully
come knocking at our door.
Erika Lever Hogg and Mike Bush
added their thanks to the
school and said that they felt
privileged to have been Head
Girl and Head Boy for the year.
They thanked Mr Shaw for
his work in his role as Principal
of Mary Hare and for waiting
until the best year ever had
left before taking his retirement!

Their final words thanked
the whole year group:
“
“Year 13, thank you for
being part of our year
group it wouldn’t be
complete without every
one of you. We are sure
you all feel like a family
because we do!”

Mary Hare’s fantastic summer production was based on the musical
We Will Rock You.

Gallileo (played by Tyler Webster)
struggles in a world devoid of
creativity, in which he hears
snatches of words and songs
from the musical past.

bow to its power: Killer Queen
and Killer King were played by
Hajra Mirza and Shakori Trott,
Khashoggi by Levi Choutan and
the Teacher by Otto Hempel.

Real music has practically
disappeared from the futuristic
world in which he lives and
the organisation Globalsoft
controls the synthesized
population. Gallileo meets
Scaramouche (played by
Gemma Sanders) and together
they make contact with a
small underground network
of fellow Bohemians: Pop
(played by Thomas Irish)
Britney (William Everett),
Meat (Kaia Meers), BM
(Andrew McWhinney).

Rachael Mallard acted as
the Narrator as Mary Hare
students retold the story of the
fight for real music through
the music of Queen and other
rock legends. Years 7 danced
to Crescendolls by Daft Punk,
Year 8’s dance was to Crazy
Little Thing called Love by
Queen and Year 9 danced
to Destroy Rock and Roll by
Mylo. Georgia Lewin, Pollyanna
Begbie, Sarah Fay Adedeji,
Leonora Hussey, Emma
Webster, Habiba Bernier and
Annabelle Sonmez performed
together as a talented Chorus.

However, in order to reclaim
real music they must
overcome the prejudice and
oppression of the Globalsoft
organisation and those who

The Mary Hare Year

The Mary Hare Year

June 30th 2013

Special mention must go to
Bella Stone’s solo performance
of Imagine, Michael Cook’s
Heartbreak Hotel, Tyler Mason
and Rachael Mallard’s Lego
House acoustic duet and
Rachael’s two stunning solos
– Don’t Stop Believing and
Just The Way You Are.
The production team would
like to thank the band: Nass,
Tom, Cathy, Iain Botting and
musicians Oliver Harknett,
Andrew Harris, Fran Allen and
George Dowsett for supporting
a production to remember!
Tony Shaw said: “I know from
the appreciation expressed
by the families who attended
that Mary Hare exceeded
even the highest expectations
people had in advance.”

The students’ energy and
enthusiasm were impressive in
both of Sunday’s performances.
5
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November 2013

The Lord Mayor’s Parade
On Saturday the 9th of November students and staff from Mary Hare School were
given the honour of walking in the Lord Mayor’s Parade. Mary Hare School is
affiliated to the Worshipful Company of Lightmongers and together with New
College Worcester we joined their ranks on this great occasion in the City of London.

October 2013

Lacock Abbey
by Natasha Lumley
In October 2013, Year 10 Photography group went on a trip to Lacock Abbey,
which is about an hour and a half away from school.
The teachers told us what we
had to do. We took a special
camera that took photos in
black and white with black
and white film and a Nikon
camera for my own interest.
I was really pleased to have the
cameras and I felt as if I was
a professional photographer
when I wore them (well, not
quite!) When we arrived, we
went into the reception area.
Inside, the gallery had lots of
information about William
Henry Fox Talbot who lived
there and how he invented
taking pictures with a camera
and how he found out about
positive and negative pictures
and much more.

6

We had to answer the questions
we had been given about Fox
Talbot. It was interesting to
learn about him and look at the
oldest pictures that were taken
nearly two hundred years ago which was incredibly amazing.
I loved looking at the old types
of camera to see how they had
changed and how they had
developed overtime. Following
this we went upstairs to look at
the exhibition of photographs
which were all in black and
white. It was interesting to look
at the effects they managed
to create. I particularly liked
the photographs by the
contemporary photographer,
Mark Voce.

After lunch, we went to Lacock
Abbey. It is an old and beautiful
building. We had to use our
special camera to take pictures
from the start to the finish, to
show our personal journey
through Lacock Abbey. Also
we took pictures for our own
interest using our other camera.
Did you know that some
scenes of Harry Potter were
filmed at Lacock Abbey?
Overall I learnt so much and
I enjoyed taking all those photos.
I had a great experience
learning many new things
about photography and it
was great to be able to use
the different cameras.

New College Worcester is
the leading Non Maintained
School for the Blind and there
has been a long association
between the two schools.
We gathered in Noble Street
to await our signal to join
the procession to the Temple
area of the city and despite
the constant rain we were
cheered on our way by crowds
of supporters standing over

six deep on the pavements.
After a pause for lunch while
the newly appointed Lord
Mayor attended a ceremony
at the Royal Courts of Justice
to swear allegiance to the
Crown, we retraced our steps
and despite everyone being
in the pouring rain for over
3 hours the crowds were still
in attendance to cheer us on
our return.

Once again it was an event
our students will never
forget and we are indebted
to the Worshipful Company
of Lightmongers for being so
generous in inviting us. As you
will see from the pictures, the
bowler hats topped by light
bulbs proved very popular
with the crowds!

Visit to Rutherford
Appleton Laboratories
On the 15th November, six
Physics A Level students,
accompanied by Miss Gibson
and Dr Papas, attended an
open day hosted by Rutherford
Appleton Laboratories.

The students were treated to
a range of tours, lectures and
workshops including a tour
of the cryogenics facility and
of Vulcan: the world’s most
intense laser.

The Mary Hare Year

The Mary Hare Year

By Tony Shaw

reation
Comet C

Students learnt the recipe for
making a comet (dry ice, water,
powdered carbon, sand and
Worcester Sauce!) and enjoyed
a liquid nitrogen demonstration
during which both Stephen
Boyd and Dominic Bingham
acted as assistants.
7
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Speech Day
Mary Hare School celebrated its annual Speech
Day on 29th November in Arlington Arts Centre.
Presenting the prizes was Guest of Honour,
and former pupil, Tilak Ratnanather DPhil.

Youth Speaks 2013

On November 25th hopeful teams from the Thatcham area convened in
Arlington Arts for the Annual Thatcham and District Rotary Club Youth
Speaks Competition. Trinity, Kennet and Mary Hare schools all put forward
teams to compete in the competition, with Trinity and Kennet each entering
two senior teams.
As ever standards were very high.
Our senior team: Chairperson,
Levi Choutan, Main Speaker,
Adam Bishop and Vote of
Thanks, Henry Munro, delivered
an interesting talk, full of wit
and humour on the subject:
“My Music” in which they
considered what music means
to each of us. They argued that
music defines each generation
and is very often the voice
of protest for each new
generation. The judges praised
our seniors for their good team
work and engaging manner,
but sadly, on this occasion,
they were not the winners,
8

losing to an impressive team
from Trinity school.
Our intermediate team:
Chairperson, Claudia Davies,
Main Speaker, George Dowsett
and Vote of Thanks, Sarah Fey
Adedeji posed the question “Are
Top Sports men and Women
Overpaid?” This talk was
well received by the audience
who enjoyed the humorous
details such as how one
football player’s transfer was
supported by the donation of
a freezer full of ice cream!
The judges praised our
intermediate team for a

well-balanced and structured
talk and announced them
as the winners. They went
on to the next stage of the
competition after Christmas.
Although they were the best
team in engaging the audience,
they did not make it to the
following round of this year’s
competition. However, they
are already thinking ahead
to next year’s Youth Speaks
Competition when they will
compete in the senior section.
Our thanks go to Mrs Carmichael
Jones and Mr Lee who
coached the two teams.

The welcome address was
delivered by Chairman of
Governors, Mike Granatt and
Principal, Tony Shaw, who
was officiating at his last
Speech Day at the school.
Tony Shaw reported that the
school’s excellent GCSE results
had bettered those of last year
and praised the 100% pass
rate at A* to C in ICT, Drama,
Music, Dance, Photography, Art,
Music Technology, Business
Studies and Sport Science.
Especially good results were
achieved by Pavundeep Johal
who obtained 7 A* grades
in English Literature, Maths,
Chemistry, Physics, French,
History, Music, grade A in
Biology, and a grade A* in half
course Religious Studies.
Also, Diarmuid Laverty who
obtained grades A* in English
Literature and Art, grades A
in Maths, Chemistry, Physics,
Geography and grades B in
Biology, English and Music.

Mr Shaw reported extremely
good A Level results with
over 95.2% grades A* to E.
The following students were
especially commended for
their results: Robert Garner:
Star Distinction in ICT, A in
Art, grade B in AS Maths and
grade C in AS Photography.
Jonathan Boalch: Distinction
in BTEC Business Studies
and Star Distinction in ICT.
Trishan Chandarana: grades
A in Economics and Maths.
Matthew Jack: Distinctions
in Business, ICT and grade B
in Media.

a transatlantic alliance fuelled
by their passion to explore the
neuroscience of deafness.

Tilak Ratnanather presented
prizes to current and returning
students for their academic
achievements and for effort
and progress.

To mark his last speech day,
Mr Shaw showed a selection
of slides to reflect the shared
ambitions and achievements
of his 22 year career at the
school. Mr Shaw said: “On this
momentous occasion I could
not be more proud of the
school, its students, past and
present and all the staff, and I
will cherish the memories when
I come to retire in the summer.”

The Hugh Ogus Award for
Post Graduate achievement
was awarded to Helen
Willis. Helen studied Biology,
Chemistry and Maths at
Mary Hare before going up
to Oxford to read Psychology
and Physiology. In June she
was awarded a First Class
Honours’ Degree, which has
won her a place on the
university’s prestigious Masters’
course in Neuroscience. Helen
is already planning for her
Doctorate and is considering
options at both Cambridge and
at University College London.
Tilak and Helen have formed

The Laurentia Tan prize was
awarded for the first time, for
National Sporting Recognition,
this went to past student
Dominic Caswell for his
representation of the UK
in basketball.
A special award was made to
Ruta Vysnauskiate in Year 12,
for BTEC 1st Business Studies,
on behalf of Martin Herring
of Banks & Co, who have
generously sponsored this prize.

The Mary Hare Year

The Mary Hare Year
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Tilak, a student at the school
from 1974 to 1981, went on to
study at University College
London and Oxford University
where he obtained a DPhil in
Mathematical Sciences. Tilak is
now Research Professor at the
Center for Imaging Science and
Institute for Computational
Medicine, Whitaker Biomedical
Engineering Institute, John
Hopkins University, Baltimore.

The vote of thanks was
offered by Head Girl, Gemma
Sanders and Head Boy,
Thomas Irish, who spoke of
the confidence that Mary Hare
had given to them and the
strong friendships that they
made. Tilak left students with
this advice: “The world is your
oyster. Fulfil your potential and
make your dreams happen.”
9
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by Karen Smith.
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Young chef
of the year 2013
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This year on the 4th December, the primary school put on ‘A Christmas
Carol’ by Charles Dickens – all about miserable, miserly Scrooge and how
he changes into a generous person full of Christmas spirit with the help
of his former business partner, Jacob Marley, who comes to him as a ghost
in chains to warn him of the perils of selfishness.

Year 10 GCSE Food Students had the chance to take part in the Young Chef
of the Year competition, which is open to every young person in Britain aged
14-19. It is organised by the Rotary Club and our local round took place in
November 2013 at Newbury College.

Shante Sehajpal was an
excellent Scrooge, and
Benedict Morgan played the
austere Marley with great
conviction. Cameron Dyer was
a long-suffering Bob Cratchit,
and Matthew Deadman
played the young Scrooge
with an earnest hopefulness,
particularly evident when he
danced for the last time with
his fiancée, played with great
poise by Kathy Robinson.

Our Entrants this year were
Francesca Lanfranchi and
Max Taucher. Their task was
to design and make a three
course meal for two people,
costing less than £15 that can
be made in two hours. Fran
and Max practised and practised
and practised – even cooking
on Sunday mornings to get
everything right within the time.

The scenes in the schoolroom
– with a fierce teacher, Opal
Lycett – at the party and in
the street, showed how well
the cast listened for cues and
spoke at the right moment.
The dances and songs were
a delight, and the final song,
with Scrooge giving out
presents, encapsulated the
message of the play.

Max and Fran did not win. But
I think they are still heroes.
The teacher of the pupil who
won the competition thought
Fran’s food was going to win
and one of the judges thought
the way Max worked was
fantastic- she couldn’t take her
eyes off what he was doing!
I was thrilled when they were
both told they had the best

Fantastic food

by Tim Hogan

boning skills, which was a real
compliment from professional
chefs. If you’d like to know
more about the recipes, please
ask Max, or Fran. I am very
proud of both of them.

The orchestra played a carol
at the end, and again the
children showed excellent
concentration and listening
to come in at the right
place. The audience at both
performances were very
appreciative and the children
were very very proud of their
polished achievements.
Comments from the senior
school audience:
Bethany: “We entered the
“ginormous” building (which
I thought it looked like a
haunted house) and there
were velvet- red, comfy chairs
scattered on the wooden
floor in the small hall. We sat
down then and there was a
programme of play lying on
them. I then realised what the
play was called: it was called
A Christmas Carol…”

The Mary Hare Year

The Mary Hare Year

The Primary Christmas
Production
Jayden: “There was a ghost
called Jacob Marley. There
were five little children with
the stuff for the stocking.”
Ollie: “Opal (Ruby’s Sister)
was preforming as a teacher
and she always says “NO,
you are WRONG, W-R-O-N-G!
No, no, that’s not right!” She
was always keeping the
children behaving.”
Razzaq: “I loved how they
acted and they spoke clearly.”

A jolly
good
song
11
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Christmas at
Mary Hare Secondary
December 2013

After a fantastic lunch of roast
turkey and all the trimmings,
the whole school settled
down to watch an afternoon
of entertainment. Mr Gale
started the proceedings with
an amusing song about not
wanting to go to school, this
was followed by the House
Dance competition, very funny
videos recorded by the prefects
and an amusing spoof on one
of Mr Gale’s songs by the staff.
And then, in the evening –
there was the fabulous school
pantomime, Cinderella.

magic
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e
v
a
e
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Dumble
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Cinderella
Prince Charming
Mercedes
Chardonnay
Baron Hard-up
Baroness Hard-up
Fairy Godmother
Buttons
Dandini
Narrator
Zip
Pannini
Princess Mary
Princess Hare
Mad Max
Mini-Mouse

Louise
Gemma
Jamie
Shakori
Rosie
Leonora
Lexi
Levi
Chloe
Pav
Mae
Fae
Emma
Hajra
Max
Jodie

There was plenty of “He’s behind
you!!” and audience participation
in this action packed story of
Cinderella. Cinderella, played
by Louise Flynn was leading a
miserable life, exploited by her
wicked stepmother, Leonora
Hussey, and tormented by the
spectacularly ugly sisters, played
by Shakori Trott and Jamie
Harrison. Buttons, played by Levi
Choutan did his best to keep

Cinderella cheerful until her
life was transformed by
her dazzling fairy godmother –
Lexi Findlay, and the Prince of
her dreams – Gemma Sanders.
An extra love interest was
added by the blossoming
romances between Dandini –
Chloe Norton, and Pannini –
Fae Al-Kalamchi and Buttons
and Zip – Mae Al-Kalamchi.
Pav Johal as Narrator, led the
audience through the humorous
Mary Hare interpretation of this
well-loved tale. Special mention
must go to the fabulous dance
routines by the Year 10 and 11
dancers, the Sixth Form dancers
and the Single Ladies dancers.
The pantomime was supported
by the terrific band - Dyed White:
Thomas Irish, Michael Cook,
Dominic Bingham, Pav Johal,
Rachael Mallard, Tyler Mason
and Lexi Findlay; with great
vocal performances by Rachael,
Tyler, Michael and Lexi.

Creat
ive ch
oreogr
aphy

Mrs Barker announced the winners of the House Dance Competition in the
Christmas end of term assembly. She thanked the House Captains for organising
their groups and explained that the scores were really close.
Open Entry Dance: This dance
could be a solo, duo or small
group dance.
House Captains were able to
pick the best dancers in their
house and let them impress
the judges. The dance was
marked out of 50 points for:
Originality, Use of stimulus (Props),
Choreography, Performance,
Technical Skills.

In 3rd Place with 32 points:
Beverley
In joint 2nd Place with 36 points:
Arnold and Mary Hare
In 1st Place with 46 points:
Braidwood
The judges thought that the
winning dance about dreams
was imaginative and thoughtful.
They loved the box idea and
the fact that it told a story.

In the main house dance, House
Captains had to try to get as
many of their house involved
as possible: Beverley had 12
dancers, Mary Hare, 18, Arnold,
20 but Braidwood managed to
include 24 dancers. This dance
was marked for: Originality,
Choreography, Performance,
Technical Skills, Use of props.
The overall HOUSE DANCE
WINNERS were: BRAIDWOOD

The Mary Hare Year

The Mary Hare Year

The last Wednesday of the Christmas term was a day of celebrations
at Mary Hare. Christmas lunch began at 12.30 in the dining hall decked
out as The Great Hall of Hogwarts School. Mr Shaw was in impressive
attendance in a flowing silver wig and beard as Dumbledore, Mark
Ramsey made a convincing Harry Potter and Year 13 dressed in style as
the Harry Potter cast.

House Dance
2013 competition

January 2014

Chess Club
is back
The club is meeting again in Business Studies
Room 2 at 1.40pm on Tuesdays with Mr Garrett!
The first meeting of the club was very busy,
you could almost hear students thinking!
13
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March 2014

Motte & Bailey cake!

Head Boy & Girl Hustings

Year 7 pupils made a cake for a History project.
They completed it in the food room. Jessica Clark
made the cake at home at the weekend with her
parents and Alliyah Evans and Ollie Rowley helped
to decorate it.

Here are the candidates with a flavour of how they presented themselves:

7CO have been working on a project called
“ECO Bags” developing graphics to add to their
own ECO bag that they are making in Textiles.
They have also been learning about Reducing,
Reusing and Recycling.

e birds
Feed th

In the last lesson we made bird feeders out of
old milk bottles – to enforce the idea of re-use.

Diarmuid Laverty:

“I want to help the
school keep its
outstanding name,
as I want other deaf
children and teenagers
to experience the
best education and
friendship circle that
I have.”

“Teachers and students
can rely on me to do
my duties the best I
can. I want to be a
good influence on the
younger years, to give
them someone to look
up to.”

“This school has given
me a second chance,
from being at Mary
Hare I feel that I have
matured not just
academically but
also socially, and I
am forever grateful.”

“..regardless of whether
I achieve the position
of head boy or not,
I want to be that
motivational strike or
that nagging teacher
that scraped you
through all your
worse subjects.”

Pav Johal:

Melissa: “

Hannah:

Michael Massey:

“I want to give back
to the school, Because
this place is so damn
cool, I don’t think people
realise just how good
it is. I wanna make
events that’ll make
people smile, So that
they remember us for
a while” (delivered as
a song).

“Mary Hare means a
lot to me, it is a special
place, I started here with
little speech, I was not
confident with my voice
and delayed English skills
since then I’ve made
great leaps in progress.
I would like to give
something back to the
school to say thank you.”

““I want to help the
younger pupils who
have difficulties with
being a long way from
home and they may
need support from
those with previous
experience of being
away from home.”

“The improvements
I could bring to you
would be to create
good activities to
bring people closer to
their year group and
the entire school.”

Cameron:
“We know that Deaf
people can be successful,
We need to keep showing
this, We need to have
pride in our school.”

February 2014

First Aiders

Lexi Findlay:

Pav Johal and
Lexi Findlay
were duly
elected.

Congr
atulatio
ns

lay
Lexi Find

On Tuesday 25th February, 16 young people who attend
Life Skills or are volunteers at Happy Days took part in an introduction to
First Aid at Coles Diner. Congratulations to the following young people who have
completed the 2 ½ hour course and have been awarded their first aid certificate:
Khadeeja Ali, Elanya Marsh,
Emma Jackson, Jessica Nijjer,
Rej Muharemi, Damiete Oruwari,
14

Joseph Shakespeare, Adam Bellars,
Emily Corby, Max Taucher,
Kyon Djan, Andre Preston Morley,

Andrew McWhinney,
Francesca Lanfranchi,
Eddie Cleere, Sam Dunstan

The Mary Hare Year

The Mary Hare Year

What have Year 7
been up to in Design
Technology?

istory
Edible h

Dominic Bingham: Jay Jay Cann:

ann
Jay Jay C

Pav Johal

Diarmuid
Laverty
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Sixth Form
The sixth form team have trained and played very well this season.

UK Maths Challenge
On March 24th a team of four KS3 pupils Claudia Davies (captain),
George Dowsett, Sarah-Fay Adedeji and Thomas Keer took part in
the regional final of the UKMT Team Challenge at Horris Hill School.
33 schools took part and they came 22nd which was a great
improvement on last year.
The pupils enjoyed a full day
of problem solving and team
work against the clock.

All the tasks had a twist to
them and relied on the pupils
working together to solve them.

They all came back saying
they had had a great day!

They only lost one game in
the league and had a crucial
match scheduled against
Blessed Hugh Farringdon in
March. Sadly this match was

cancelled, but the Mary Hare
team was announced joint
second in the league with
Blessed Hugh Farringdon School.
The Seniors haven’t won a game

this season but they did
conduct themselves well in
the Plate semi-final against
Trinity. Well done the Seniors
and here’s to the next season!

The Mary Hare Year

The Mary Hare Year

Football stars
in the making

Juniors
After starting their campaign with a 6-0 loss against Kennet, the Juniors
went on to a three game winning streak.
Their games have been full of
drama with Mary Hare having
to come from behind to win
each game.

They reached the final of
the Plate trophy and played
John O’Gaunt School in April.
Unfortunately we lost this

match 2 - 7 but we are very
proud that our junior team
were Runners Up .

workin
g tog
ether

16

17

Soundwave 2014

The Mary
Mary Hare
Hare Magazine
Magazine June
June 2014
2014

Open Day

May 2014

A glittering event

!
All aboard

The Mary Hare School Prom 2014 took place at the Regency Park Hotel in
Thatcham. On a sunny Saturday evening in May the students arranged
themselves for group photos before boarding the double decker London bus
to take them to prom. After the welcome, students looking dazzling in ball
gowns and tuxedos took their seats to play the first game of the evening.

ns...
t gow
n
a
g
le
E

Yolanda, Mr Hogan, Mr Bennett,
Lou, Tracy and Mr Owen.
All the pupils had a wonderful
time and were a credit to
themselves and the school.
School Principal Mr Shaw
spoke proudly after the event:

and sharp
suits

Casino Royale

“The bonds of friendship were
evident for all to see as the
group of students partied into
the evening. It was another
magical Mary Hare event and
one that will be cherished by
everyone who was there.”

Learnin
g in a
ction

On Monday 5th May Mary Hare School welcomed families
from up and down the country to its annual Open Day
Forty four families in total came
to the school from all over the
UK. It was a sunny day and
visitors were able to enjoy
tours of the school as well
as receive vital information
about applications, funding
and the work of organisations
such as the NDCS and Action
on Hearing Loss. Mary Hare
students from Years 9 and 12
escorted families around the
campus, visiting lessons as
well as the boarding houses
and the famous Cole’s Diner.

Champion
Rocket
Launcher

Key members of staff from
departments within the school
such as Audiology and Speech
and Language Therapy were on
hand throughout the day to talk
to parents about their work and
to answer any questions.

afternoon activities took on a
more relaxed feel. Parents and
staff played volleyball with
students and Food Technology
students whipped up an
astonishing amount of pancakes
for visitors in the “Crepe Tent”.

Visiting children enjoyed the
bouncy castle and organised
games whilst their parents
went about gaining key
information. After an excellent
lunch in the marquee, when
visitors were able to chat
informally with parents,

There was also an impressive
rocket launching competition
organised by the Science
Department. The winning rocket
that actually hit the target was
launched by Zen Williams who
won a box of chocolates.

The Mary Hare Year

The Mary Hare Year

Which flavour sh
all I have?

An excellent meal was
served and then the dancing
commenced. Staff who enjoyed
the night with the students
included School Principal, Tony
Shaw, Mr Gale, Mr Askew, Mrs
Barton, Paula, Liam, Natalie,

18
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Let’s par
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Getting Active

March 2014

Parkrun 2012/13
One particular student stood
out from the beginning. He’s
completed 22 Parkruns with
a best time of 21:23 and has

covered 110km. He was also the
first student to be awarded a
free Adidas 10 run t-shirt.
Well done Alex Ash!

Basketball Tournament
at Montpellier by Thomas Irish
On the 29th March, our Headboy, Thomas Irish, went to play
for the Blackhawks basketball team against the Montpellier
and Paris deaf basketball teams, following a tournament in
London in January in which the Blackhawks beat Montpellier, 63-35!!
All of our team come from
different places in England,
one in Brighton, some in
London and some from Reading.
This makes it difficult for all
of us to train together as a
team so we decided to play
for basketball hearing clubs
as well and that helps us to
communicate well in matches.
Montpellier invited us to a
friendly tournament, our first
game was against the Paris
deaf team and the match
started at 9am in the morning.
I do not like playing matches
20

in the morning! But we won
against them 54-67! I scored
21 points for the team and I
never thought that I would
be able to score that amount
of points. This has made me
proud of myself.
Then, we had a rest and
watched Paris playing
against Montpellier and
Paris beat Montpellier. After
lunch we had to play against
Montpellier at 2:30pm.
Then came the good news:
we beat Montpellier deaf
basketball team 71-89!

Thomas Irish

This is the highest score the
Blackhawks basketball team
has ever made!
After we had finished our
tournament Montpellier invited
us to come to the French deaf
party to collect our trophies
and to celebrate. I used to do
French for my GCSE, I had
forgotten how to speak French
but when I went there my
memories has started to come
back! Thanks to Madame Carr
for helping me make the right
decision to pick French!

Reading half marathon
Seven months ago, I decided
that I was going to run the
Reading Half Marathon to
raise money for Mind - a
mental health charity. I had
been doing a lot of running,
building up my miles in
preparation for any future
events. My sister, who has
been suffering from mental
health illness, had asked me
to raise money for Mind for
her. I couldn’t just say no. I
decided that I would run for
this charity, raising money for
them to help them help people
with depression.

I knew that care staff were
going to run it too. I wanted
to join them so I wouldn’t be
on my own for the whole day.
I had been wanting to do a
marathon for ages and was
really determined that I was
going to do it.

The Reading Half Marathon
seemed like an adventure
I couldn’t say no to. Given
my love of running and my
desire to challenge myself
occasionally, this was a
great opportunity for me.
The care staff Blue Nolan and
Lee Gollop who I run with
regularly, had been pestering
me to participate in the half
marathon and I gave in and
said yes.

markers during the run, as
well as seeing the sign saying
“1000 metres to go!” near the
end. At this point I stepped up
the pace, and thought I had
done 500 metres, when there
were actually 800 metres
left! However, the support
given by the townspeople
was amazing, with bands
drumming, trumpeters blaring
away, people handing out
sweets and water to the
runners and especially the
cheering they had for us.
Their throats must have been
croaky afterwards!

It was a tough run. I had
to walk a couple of times
uphill. But the horrible part
was counting down the mile

On the day of the event, we
were all split up into different
colour stations. There were
1600 people running the race.
It was so busy and the streets
were full of people who were
watching and cheering us on.
There was also live music,
drummers and singers along

the way. At the end, we ran
into the Madjeski Stadium
where there were cameras
filming and taking pictures of
us. Even more people were
watching and cheering us on.
The atmosphere was amazing
and it was really fun to be a
part of the event.

Getting Active

Getting Active

Since May 2012, 72 Mary Hare students and staff have run 1895 kilometres
which is the distance from Newbury to the boot of Italy!

I have been raising money by
asking for sponsors and other
forms of fundraising. So far I
have managed to raise £1,012.
Sophie McGee

I raised some money for Mary
Hare Swimming Pool Appeal,
and I want to say thank you
to everyone who supported
me in this run. I am very
glad to have completed the
half marathon, and I can see
myself doing the challenge
again soon, despite the very
stiff legs I had after the run!
Jack Moodie
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On Friday 7th March, the 6th form volley ball team was joined for a
mini-tournament by Pippa Middleton. Pippa had wanted to come and
meet more of the students at the secondary school, and combined her
visit with writing an article about her support for the school in her
sport and social column for the Telegraph.
Pippa said she was nervous
and hadn’t played volley ball
for a while, but Dr Papas (who
refereed the matches) said she
played well amongst the more
experienced Mary Hare players,
setting up her team mates for
some winning shots.

Rachael Mallard said:
”I really enjoyed meeting Pippa.
I especially enjoyed playing
volleyball with her. She is a
very easy person to talk to
and her volley ball is better
than she thinks!”

After the match Pippa spent
time talking to some of the
students, asking them about
their time at Mary Hare School
and the difference it has made
to their education. She was
particularly interested to hear
about Rachael Mallard’s love of
football and how she came to
be picked for the UK deaf squad.

Grace Thom
as sw
for Beverle ims
y

The school swimming gala took place in February. Miss Colby congratulated
all who took part and offered special praise to those who were willing to
compete for their house even if they were not the strongest of swimmers.

Getting Active

Getting Active

Mary Hare volley ball team
gets a Star Player.

Swimming Gala

Chloe Norton &
Freddie Barrett, their medals
ct
Henry Munro cole

These were the results:
Junior Gala:

Senior Gala:

Overall:

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

1st Braidwood
2nd Beverley,
=3rd Mary Hare and Arnold

Braidwood
Beverley
Mary Hare
Arnold

Special mention must go to Levi
in Year 11 who broke the school
record for the Individual Medley.
This is a 4 length race: butterfly,
backstroke, breaststroke and
one final length of front crawl.

Braidwood
Beverley
Arnold
Mary Hare

This year in the one length
Freestyle, Kerri broke Sophie
McKinley’s record from last year.

Grace, in Year 7, came close
to the school record in her
Individual Medley and won both
her individual races convincingly.

s the
Ross Ward colect Braidwood
r
fo
hy
op
tr
a
l
swimming ga
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Bug Eating

No than
ks

yuk!

Caption

We had a go at eating some weird and wonderful bugs.
Andre Preston Morley managed to eat all that was on offer,

an you...
eat more th
Bet I can

I can’t resist it!

24

6 volunteers managed to eat at least 2 apple pies
in 60 seconds. The winner was Beth Kelly who ate 3!

Ripley’s Believe It
or Not (weekend trip)
We went to London to visit Ripley’s
Believe It or Not museum.

Organiser Kirilynn said:
“The comments I received from
stall holders and the general
public were lovely to hear.
They commented on friendly
staff and well behaved young
people - I was very proud.
We managed to raise the
incredible amount of £1723.15
which will help the youth
club and Happy Days. I just
could not have asked for a
better day.”

I ha
ve t
o?

Celebrating pie week we had lots of different pies
on sale and we organised a pie eating contest.

Mary Hare’s Summer fete took place in support of the
Happy Days Club and the Mary Hare Youth Club.
The sun shone and stall holders set up inside
Carnarvon Hall and outside on the grass.
There was plenty to keep
everyone happy, from plant
and cake stalls to stalls
offering body painting, books,
jewellery, bags, beautiful
bootees, scarves and wood
turning. There were stalls
where you could try out your
skills or get active – hook
a duck, hoopla, stocks and
a bouncy castle and stalls
where you could just indulge
- in delicious food from the
barbeque, candy floss ice
cream or coffee.

DO

Pie eating contest

Cole’s Diner
Back in the summer of
2013 there was the Fete

and silk worms – all perfectly
edible, cooked and washed
to a high standard, but would
you try them?

Cole’s Diner

Cole’s Diner

Emily Corby and Andrew
McWhinney didn’t eat them
all but gave it a good try!
On offer was squid in ink

We saw a knitted car, a wedding dress made out
of loo roll, a piece of the Berlin wall and art work
made from butterflies.

x’ dress
The ‘Andre

Out a
nd abo
ut

Nor can
we

Mystery Dinner in
the Diner (weekend trip)
A team of pupils were turned into spies after
completing a training course.
ss
candy flo
I prefer

I’m und
er

cover

Their ‘spy knowledge’ was put to good use searching for the
missing eggs and finding the double agent! Kirilynn and Hayley
were Special Agents Black and White.
25
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A Level Art

Arts News
The Big Draw

Zoe McWhinney

October is traditionally the month of the Big Draw but this
year students at Mary Hare started early in September in
Everyone
was invit
ed to d
raw
preparation for a collaborative project with several other
schools, community groups and the Corn Exchange in Newbury

Some of the year 10 and 12
students covered parts of the
art block with drawing paper,
including the walls, stairs, doors
and even tables and chairs and
invited all of the school to come
along at lunchtimes and draw.

This year the theme for the
Big Draw is Draw Tomorrow.
To help with ideas we asked
some of the following questions:

The second layer to this final piece is the Mickey Mouse.
This is my statement about how the commercial children’s cartoon
dictated how we all draw as a child. The dawning sun represents the stagnation of artistic
skills. And finally, the grass is greener in the childish drawing, when innocence reigns supreme.

What does the future look
like? Where will you be and
what will you do? How will
transportation, architecture
and infrastructure look in the
future? How will we dress
and what will we eat?
We had many students and
teachers come along and
bravely engage in the drawing
project. The work produced
was sent through to the Corn

e?
the futur
What’s in

Exchange where a group of
artists scanned the work and
incorporated it on to large
banners that were exhibited at
the Corn Exchange in October.

Poem by 7GM
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Yes, that’s ME

Yes, that’s ME by Lily Marden

Yes, that’s me,
Look and you’ll see:
My hair a mad dark storm around my face,
My eyes burning red like an angry wolf,
My arms reaching out to cause pain.
My hands ready to kill,
My heart pulses with destruction,
I’m your cold blooded fear.
I never obey the rules,
My friends fall in my trap
I live in darkness,
I hope for raking sorrow,
I dream of death.
It’s all as clear as can be.
That’s positively, absolutely me.

Yes, that’s me,
Look and you’ll see:
My hair a chestnut veil around my head
My eyes full of wild curiosity and cleverness
My arms ready to open a new chapter
with tension
My hands tapping wondering what to do
My heart pulses wonder into my veins
I’m often walking into a world of daydreams
I never feel brave at first
My friends think about me in many ways
I live in a world of tension and wonder
I hope to understand how to be a good friend
I dream of a place full of wonder
It’s all as clear as can be.
That’s positively, absolutely me.

Arts News

Arts News

The Campaign for drawing is
an independent charity, which
raises the profile of drawing as
a tool for thought, creativity,
social and cultural engagement.
Its long term ambition is to
change the way drawing is
perceived by educationalists
and the public and has one
aim; to get everyone drawing!

I created this piece in my reply to the theme of
growth and evolution, and I decided to explore
the sub-themes of growing up (more specifically,
learning, improving/redefining skills while
growing up.) The ‘growth’ of the artist is shown
in the evolution of the drawing style; from unsteady
and messy to tidy and detailed. The materials I used
to draw these five giraffes are also used to represent
the growth process (i.e. from crayons to watercolour.)

Max Barber
My exam piece is all about the development of
humanity’s impact on the environment - the ways
in which our technology is constantly developing
at a high rate is really affecting our environment.
The final piece focuses on the Japanese disaster of
2011, when Fukushima’s nuclear power station was
damaged and the whole area had to be evacuated –
the children were affected by this greatly. These pieces
present a child slowly being destroyed by the impact
of developing technology, and he is shown to be staring
at you in disappointment, evoking a feeling of betrayal –
as if he was asking “Why do I have to suffer from the
consequences of YOUR action?”

Sydnie Slender
My final piece shows the lower part of a tree
bulging open to reveal a baby. The roots and trunk
of the tree have formed into hands protecting the
baby as it emerges from the womb of the tree.
I was interested in the tree of life and in creating
something meaningful and positive. Leonardo da
Vinci’s sketches of embryos inspired me. I used a
variety of medium including graphite, ink, coffee
and paint.
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Helping Others

In PSHE, 8SW planned a fundraising event to raise money for
Cancer Research UK.

Children in Need 2013
Our Year 7 students helped to raise money for Children
in Need. Tom Green’s Nana raised money for Children in
Need by making a cake. Isabella Giddins also made
cakes for Children in Need at home and brought them
in to sell in school.

They would like to thank all the students who cooked fabulous cakes and brownies and all those
who bought and ate them! The cakes and brownies were judged on: appearance, quality of bake,
batch consistency, texture, flavour and skill with decoration.
Edible Pud
sey

Supporting Teenage Cancer Trust
Earlier in the year 8K organised a small fundraising venture as part
of their PSHEE work. 8K raised £25 for the Teenage Cancer Trust (TCT).
TCT wrote to thank 8K for raising this money with a certificate to
recognise their contribution. Thank you to everyone who supported 8K.

Charity Lunch for the Philippines
Appeal 10 December 2013
The money saved on the charity lunch at the beginning of December
was £296.00. Paul Leverton, Head of Catering, thanked our sponsors for
donating the food that reduced the cost of the lunch. They were: Fishers
of Newbury, Phillip Dennis and Brakes. This money has been donated to
the Philippines Appeal.
28

Year 7 – best fairy cakes
3rd
2nd
1st
		

Bethany Hudson and Emily Sharpley
Ollie Rowley and Tom Green
April Platt, Hannah Green and
Annalise Hayes

Helping Others

Helping Others

Junior Bake Off - March 2014

Year 8 – best brownies
Joint 3rd Pollyanna B. and Shalini M.,
			
and Sarah-Fay A. and Ivanka P.
2nd Oliver Conway and Tyler Webster
1st Thomas Keer and Asef Khan

Altogether, over £100 was raised for Cancer Research UK.. The group would like to thank
Mr Askew and Miss Gibson, the judges, Nikki Davey and Mrs Dain for their help supervising.
Thanks also go to Alex Courtney-Guy for photography and to Mr Baxter for his help with
engraving the trophies. Finally, huge thanks go to Mr Hogan for his help and support and
the loan of the food tech’ room and to Mrs Sullivan for organising the event!

Savannah wrote this poem for her friends, to encourage them to feel that they were not alone
when they felt homesick:
To Cheer You Up
Don’t worry about anything,
Don’t think about home, but anyway you
could ring or text your mum and dad.
You are never alone.
You need to make friends,
Need to get along.
Don’t be upset.
You should be proud of yourself,
You’ve got a future ahead now,
So spend your future ahead having fun!
When it’s all finished you can take a bow.

But,
Always remember to make friends
and get along.
Enjoy your life and future,
Don’t think about home.
But if you’re having a bad day,
You could always ring somebody,
Chat with friends or talk to Alisa and Ros,
They will all help.
Now, you go and enjoy it out there!
By Savannah Day – Year 7
29
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People News
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Bring & Buy bona
nza

We meet every Tuesday after prep and we chat about things that help us in and
out of Mary Hare. Last year we looked at enterprise and set up a school shop.
This year we are looking at our community and what it means to us.
Our community here is
Mary Hare - we are in our
own community. Our local
community is Newbury.
We wanted to help our
community and thought
of looking at local charities
around us here at Mary Hare.
We looked around Newbury,
and we searched on the
internet and found charities
linked to us here at Mary Hare.
These are the charities and
groups we want to help:
Youth Club is Coles diner
where you can eat snacks,
drink and relax, it is open on
Wednesdays and Thursdays.
We wanted to help the youth
club so thought we could
decorate a room for everyone
to enjoy. We will use it for
Life Skills and Happy Days
will use it too.
Last term we went down to
the Newbury Furniture Project
to find furniture for the room
that we are redecorating

30

in the youth club. By buying
furniture from them we are
helping the local community
and this local charity. We
bought a table and four chairs
for just £35! The furniture
project is a charity helping the
local community in Newbury.
We also wanted to help
Tanzanear. This is a charity
that helps Buguruni school
for deaf children in Tanzania
in Africa. At Mary Hare we
are linked to this school and
we try to support them.
Dressability is another local
charity. For people of all ages
with physical disabilities or
learning difficulties, finding
clothes that reflect a personal
style, fit well and are easy to
take on or off, can be hard.
To make life easier Dressability
provides a low cost clothing
alteration and dressmaking
service to people who need
their clothes to fit well, feel
comfortable and remain stylish

What have we done to help?
The Bring and Buy Sale
managed to raise £176.59
in total which was a great
success – the Life Skills group
worked really hard and
Kirilynn was very proud of
their efforts.
£80 will go towards
Tanzanear and will feed the
whole school for breakfast
for four days!

Mr Pete
r Gale

Earlier in 2013 Tony Shaw announced that he would be retiring
at the end of the academic year, in July 2014. Needless to say
this was a sad day for Mary Hare School and the charity, as
Tony will be sadly missed.
At the end of November,
following a rigorous
recruitment process led by
the Governors of Mary Hare
School and managed by Saxton
Bamfylde Recruitment Agency,
it was announced that Peter
Gale would lead the school
as Principal from July 2014.
Mike Granatt, Chairman of

the Governors, made the
announcement at the School’s
annual Speech Day. He told staff:
“Mary Hare has a deserved,
world-class reputation, worldclass staff and world-class
leadership. The Board has had
no hesitation in endorsing the
unanimous recommendation

eech Day
Peter Gale on Sp
of the
selection
panel, and inviting Peter Gale
to become the next Principal
of Mary Hare. We wish him
well, and we look forward
to working with Peter and
Tony on the next stage in
the development of this
very special school.”

Kitchen inspection award December 16th 2013
After a spot inspection by the West Berkshire Environmental
Officer the school kitchen have received the food hygiene
rating of 5 out of 5.

Well done to
Paul Leverton
and his team!

£50 will go towards Dressability
and will hopefully help a few
people in the local community.

All change

£41.59 will go towards Coles
Diner and will buy one
beanbag for the new room.

Thank you to our outgoing House Captains and welcome to our new
House Captains for 2014/2015:

Thank you to everyone
who donated or bought
from us it has really helped
make a difference.

People News

Helping Others

What is the LIFE SKILLS GROUP,
and what have we been up to?

Peter Gale is appointed the
Principal of Mary Hare School
from September 2014

Goodbye to: Zoe and
Ross for Braidwood.

Goodbye to: Max and
Sydnie for Arnold.

Welcome to new
Braidwood House
Captains –
Oliver and Ruta.

Welcome to new
Arnold House
Captains –
Cameron and Sophie.

Goodbye to Thomas
and Gemma for
Beverley.

Goodbye to Rachael
and Mark H for
Mary Hare

Welcome to new
Beverley House
Captains –
Diarmuid and Hamish.

Welcome to new Mary
Hare House Captains
– Pav and Jay Jay.

We wish our new House Captains all the best in the next year.
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Ian Frey, our Facilities & Estates Manager is leaving us

Vocational Studies

Anthony Golden joined the school in January 2014 to
support sixth form vocational students. His work ranges
from supporting them in school with classwork, to taking
them out on field trips and work experience.
“Recently I’ve supported the
start-up of some external
courses, for example: Dog
Grooming and Chain Saw
Skills (not together!) I have

been helping tutors to be ‘Deaf
Aware’, whilst also supporting
the students in their course
work. We have students taking
a wide variety

Vocational Stu
dents

of vocational courses. As well
as gaining practical skills
and qualifications, they are
developing ‘life skills’ as well.”

Martin Mays Smith RIP

Mary Hare School was sad
to learn of the news that
Martin Mays-Smith, Mary Hare
Governor, passed away at
home on Friday 25th April 2014.
As the former Chair of Finance
he worked tirelessly to ensure
that the school prospered by
having the necessary resources
to serve deaf children well.
When joined by his wife Eliza on
the Board of Governors, he paid
particular interest in the work
of the Primary School and saw
the population of primary aged

children attending Mary Hare
School climb from 12 pupils in
1996 to 38 pupils today.
Through the family’s Charitable
Trust known as ‘Martelize’, both
Martin and Eliza have supported
pupil placement at both schools
for those children whose
mainstream placements proved
incapable of meeting their social
and emotional needs. Awards of
this nature were known as the
‘Ione Adams Scholarships’ in
order to honour the name of a
former of the Board and Chair
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part-time
Ian Frey
or voluntary
work later.I
look forward to touching base
in the future in anticipation
of hearing good news about
the school’s achievements and
catching up with friends!

I first came to Mary Hare as a supply teacher in 1989.
s Smith
Martin May

of the Care Committee who
shared their passion for the
mission of the school.
Martin was peerless in so
many ways and he will be
missed profoundly as a larger
than life character, a warm
and gregarious friend and
a supporter of Mary Hare
par excellence

After 34 years as a teacher of deaf children, (I was appointed as an English
teacher at Mary Hare in 1980), 16 years as Head of Mary Hare Primary School,
leading the school through 6 Ofsteds, I am going to retire in July.

h
Karen Smit

I are looking forward to the
next chapter of our lives, and
the opportunity to travel for
a while seeing a bit more of
the world, whilst pursuing
our interests in architecture,
music, writing, keeping fit and
food (me mainly!), and other

Mrs Beckett, teacher of English, is retiring

Karen Smith, Head of Centre at Mary Hare Primary is retiring

I will miss the children very
much indeed – and also my
colleagues and the happy
community that we have
here. I have been so lucky to
have spent my working life
doing what I care so much
about – helping deaf children
to achieve, to communicate
successfully and to be happy
and confident in themselves,

Seven years have passed very
quickly and have brought
with them much fulfilment
and gratitude working with
colleagues who contribute so
much to helping pupils flourish
in a caring and supportive
environment Christine and

People News

People News

Martin had been a staunch supporter of the school
since 2001.

Often, words fail to describe experiences that make up life and
yet if I attempt to do this for working at Mary Hare, it would
have to be sprinkled with fondness, affection, inspiration and
humility - and an immense helping of friendship and fun!

able to leave us to go on to lead
fulfilling and contented lives.
It’s a huge loss for me to leave
my vocation, but the school
has never been stronger, and
I have an outstanding team
who will continue to do the
very best for the children at
Mary Hare Primary.

It doesn’t seem that long ago to
me, but I realise that for many
of you, the 80s constitutes a
dim and distant past. In fact
only this afternoon, one of my
Year 7 students asked me if I
had used a quill pen at school!
I moved on to teaching part
time French in 1991 and after a
couple of years moved into the
English Department where I
have happily been ever since.
Obviously a lot has changed in
that time – and I know I have
provided amusement for my
students on more than one
occasion when the latest

technological developments
left me puzzled. However, you
taught me a lot, I did grow
to love my Smart Board, and
despite some resistance on the
part of some of my students,
I’d like to think I taught you a
few things too.
I have been pestering you
all for news for Soundwave
magazine since 2002 and
annoying you by being there
with the camera when
you really didn’t want to be
photographed. So, thank you,
to all of you who smiled as
you pounded up the muddy

Mrs Bec
kett

track from the woods near
the end of the cross country
and still managed to smile.
What am I going to do next?
Well, there are lots of places
I would like to visit. Gap years
weren’t exactly in Vogue
when I was eighteen so I am
thinking of making up for that
with a Gap decade or so now!

New Faces
Head Boy: Pav Johal
Head Girl: Lexi Findlay
Deputy Head Boys:
Dominic Bingham –
responsible for overseeing
and organising duties
Diarmuid Laverty –
responsible for events
management and publicity

Deputy Head Girls:
Melissa Payne –responsible
for environmental issues.

Year 7 Prefects:
Hannah Miller and
Oliver Pritchard

Jay Jay Cann – responsible
for overseeing and
organising duties

Official Photographer:
Phoebe Capewell

Charities Prefects:
Heads of Charity: Finbar
Henry and Michael Massey,
Kirsty Gaffney, Sophie McKinlay

Other prefects:
New Fac
es at Mar
y Hare
Mae Al-Kalamchi,
Ruta Vysniauskaite,
Lucy Rogers, Cameron Cook,
Mark Ramsay
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News from our Alumni
Aimee Campbell
After I left Mary Hare in 2010, I studied Health &
Social Care A-Level at Shooters Hill Post Campus
for two years.
After completing the course, I
decided not to go to university
and to look for a job instead.

It has been a brilliant
experience. I love the Magic
Hands team; they are very
supportive and fun to be

Magic Hands was short-listed
in the ‘Best Pre-School
Programme’ category at
the 2014 Broadcast Awards.
We didn’t win the award and

Aimee Cam
pbell

we were disappointed but
we are very proud to have
been shortlisted and have
recognition from the public.
Now I am working full time
as a Teaching Assistant in
a deaf school with special
needs. I don’t know what
I want to do in the future,
I am just grabbing every
opportunity I see, but I know
that I definitely want to work
with children or in TV media.

Rebecca Withey
Rebecca got in touch to tell us that she had recorded a
song she has written, and produced a music video - the
first in the UK to be written, sung, produced, performed
and edited by an all deaf crew to a professional standard.
Rebecca was interviewed by BBC 1 and the interview
was shown on Midlands Today.
Her video is now available
to download on ITunes but
you can see it on youtube.
Rebecca’s latest film Tree
Fairy was broadcast on
23rd December 2013 on the
BSL Zone channel.
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Rebecca said: “I do hope the
Mary Hare students enjoy
it and will also be inspired
by it - proof that you can be
deaf and still follow musical
dreams!”

Getting Around

Alumni

A few months later, a friend,
and now co-presenter Ashley
Kendall, asked me to audition
for Magic Hands on CBeebies.
I gave it a try and auditioned
- it was as simple as that! I
didn’t actually think I did well,
that’s why I was surprised
when I was told that I had got
through to the next stage.

around. Ex Mary Hare pupil
Sam Calder is also in the
team as Production Manager
and Mark Nelson is the
Manager. I have enjoyed
learning the poems for the
programmes. I had never been
able to get into poetry before
this experience but, after the
Magic Hands programmes,
I find that I really miss reading
and signing the poems.

s
Good friend

Getting Around

The Travel and Tourism
Group go to Alton Towers.

Great

fun

I woke up at 6 in the morning, I woke up early because I was excited and I
woke everyone else up at 6. We left Mary Hare at 6:45am, we met Mr. Orme
and as soon as we left, Dominique fell asleep. We were on our way to pick up
Mr. Chandler near Oxford.

ithy
Rebecca W

Then we were on our way
to Alton Towers YEAHHHHH
it was a long journey. Katie,
Dominique and Maryan fell
asleep I stayed awake the
whole time and about 3hrs
later we got there.
We all wanted to go on to the
Smiler for our first ride but
there was something wrong
with it so we had to wait.
We went and looked at other
rides, there was Sonic Ball,

I thought to myself - ohhh
boring! - But when we got on
it was really fun and fast.
We all got so excited. We
wanted to go on other rides
and we knew later we
would go on Smiler so we
went on Nemesis, Air, Rip
Saw, The Blade, Rita Queen
of Speed, The Log Flume,
Katanga Canyon, Cable Car
and Thirteen. Then the last
ride that we went on was

the Smiler I could not believe
where I was going to sit! I
had the most amazing view
I was sitting at the front with
Maryan and Mr. Chandler.
The Smiler spins 14 times,
it was so amazing!
I really enjoyed my day at
Alton Towers, it was great so
thank you Mr. Chandler and
Mr. Orme for a great day and
also to my girls.
By Sophie Page Newman
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y this...
You must tr

Vineyard May 2013 .

Blue also went with them
on the trip. They started by
preparing vegetables, then Ben
(the executive chef) showed
them how to garnish a lobster
starter. He said “you have 5
minutes to finish this, they are

going for ‘service’ in 8 minutes!”
Daniel and Emily were now
finishing the dishes for paying
customers! It didn’t stop there.
They were shown how to
plate up the main courses,
practised with the chefs …

before doing more and more
themselves. And of course,
Ben insisted we all try the food…

9G awar
ded

9G Geography Trip
to Sheepdrove Farm

by Mr Hogan

New Designers Exhibition in London
This is the third year we have run this trip. It helps our Year 10 designers
.with ideas and gives them an idea of where the subject can take them in

9G worked hard on four tasks to prepare for
the Countryside Adventure competition:
Task 1: Growing potatoes in
Science with Mrs Goodwin.

the future. This year Ruby Lycett, Callum Garvin, Emma Webster, Liam O’Brien,
Kerry Mundy and Malachi Makorie-Adae came along. Michael Cook came too,
as he thought it might help with some research for his textiles A level work –
he was right!.
Pupils took their ideas for their
GCSE designs with them and
I had arranged for some of
the exhibitors to talk to them
and offer help. The pupils had
worked hard with their ideas
for about 2 weeks, to make
sure they had something
to talk about. They took the
responsibility very seriously.
The graduates from Brunel
were full of praise for our
pupils. They were impressed
36

with their ideas, interested in
their work and there were
some really good discussions
and sharing that will make a
difference to the work in the
Autumn term. Mrs Ward and I
watched with real pride.
The second part of the
challenge was to gather
information from the
exhibition – again more great
conversations and inspiring

work to think about. One
designer had designed exactly
the same thing that Malachi
wanted to make and was
happy to share his ideas.
These trips demand a lot from
our students. The listening
environments are difficult
and they have to talk to new
people and discuss subject
skills that they are developing.
by Mr Hogan

2 nd prize

Getting Around

Getting Around

Daniel Chappell and Emily Moore took part in the Young Chef of the Year
competition and in May 2013 went to cook in the kitchen where one of
the judges works, a place called …The Vineyard. This is where celebrity chef,
Daniel Galmiche, works. Food here is among the best you eat anywhere.

Task 2: Making a model called
“Pollination” from recycled and
natural materials with help
from Mrs Barton.

New

Desi

gner

Task 3: In Geography using
the school weather station
to record the weather and
present the results using ICT.

s Ex
hibit

ion

as
Sharing ide

Task 4: Using the theme
“Nature in our school”, they
took photographs of trees at
Mary Hare and wrote poems
in English with Mrs Sullivan.
The competition was held
on Wednesday 3rd July at
Sheepdrove Organic Farm.
First of all we had to set up

a display of all the work they
had done. There were lots of
different activities to do around
the farm: a tractor and trailer
ride, pretend fly fishing, fishing,
meeting the cows and sheep
dogs, doing nature and grain
art, making fruit kebabs and
watching chainsaw sculptures
being made. We had to bring
our owl back to school!
We were delighted to win
second prize with a cup,
medals and certificates!
Our work was then displayed
at the Newbury show in
September. Thank you to
all the staff who helped.
by Miss Ogg
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Bethany

Alliyah

Jayde

n

Year 7 Marwell Zoo October 2013

On Monday 30th September 9GH (my form) and 9L went for a morning trip
to Wilton Windmill and Crofton Beam Engine Museum.
Grace Nash: “We went in the
morning and came back at
lunch time.”
Sophie Cuerden: “Wilton
Windmill is where Mr. Baxter
works as a volunteer.”
We got into a mini bus at 9am
and set off with Mr Baxter
(driving) and Mr Bennett
supervising us all. When we
reached Wilton Windmill we
were split into two groups,
my group went first into
the windmill and then we
swapped and did a jigsaw
puzzle of the windmill.
Callum McGowan: “There
are three types of windmills;
Wilton Mill is a tower mill.”
It was interesting in the windmill
as I had never been in one
before. There were five levels
to the windmill and we climbed
up five steep-ish ladders.

Theo Thomas Afonso:
“I watched a little bit of the
video being shown. It showed
the things I couldn’t see from
the bottom.”
George Dowsett: “We did some
puzzles of the windmill. It may
sound like it not much, but trust
me, we definitely enjoyed it.”
Emma Jackson: “We learnt
how the millers made flour
by squashing the grain on the
big stones.”
Alex Kearney: “I saw giant
sails and beautiful views
and steam engines.”
After that we drove for about
10 minutes to Crofton Beam
Engine Museum. We looked
around the place and we had
a tour guide filling us on how
everything worked. There was
a lot to take in and remember
but it was interesting and I
learnt quite a bit!

We then headed to the canal
and we were asked if we
wanted to come out and have
a look at the canal, three of
us took a look. Mr Bennett
informed us on how the locks
worked. A lady was using the
locks to go along the canal in
her boat and she was very
kind and let us take a quick
look inside her canal boat.
Elanyah Marsh: “Claudia and I
got to go in the boat and look
around inside and that was
really good because I never
been inside a boat before.
Our trip related to history as
steam engines and windmills
were a big part of the
Industrial Revolution, which
is what we are learning about
in history at the moment.”
George Dowsett: “I have only
one thing left to say and that
is thank you to Mr. Bennett
and Mr Baxer, I enjoyed it.”

Jayden: I enjoyed Marwell
because I got to see all of
the animals I wanted to see.
We went on the October 2nd.
We went on the coach to the
Marwell Zoo. We also played
in the playground and had a
lot of fun.
Jess: We first went to the
Education Centre, and learnt
about some of the animals.
My favourite animal in the
Education Centre has to be
the Royal Python.

Bethany: We went to see one
of my favourite animals – the
penguins. When you put your
finger on the window they
come and swim to you, and
then, when you direct your
finger in any direction you like,
they swim in that direction.
This was so cool!

Razzaq: I loved the mice and
the rats moving around and
climbing the bars.
Lily: My favourite part was
seeing the streamlined
penguins diving and surging
through the crystal clear,
turquoise water.

Getting Around

Getting Around

Wilton Windmill and
Crofton Beam Engine Museum Trip

wer mill
ill is a to
M
n
o
ilt
W

Tobias: I saw lots of animals.
My favourite animals are
leopards and the Amur tiger,
because they look cute.

Alliyah: I liked the Simian
Gibbons unfortunately they
did not howl. Did you know,
once they start howling, they
do not stop until 15 minutes
later, amazing!
Jessica

Razzaq

Lily

Tobia

s

By Claudia Davies and 9GH
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Torah Scro

Challenges on Brownsea Island

Joe, Natasha
, Eddie and
Alexia at the
museum

The Jewish Museum

Taki

At nine in the morning back in November, Joseph, Alexia and
Natasha and I set off in Mr. Bennett’s car along with the new
French assistant, Anaïs.
Unfortunately, an accident
delayed us on the motorway
and Mr. Bennett had to suffer
an agonizing wait until we
could get off at the next
junction. Mr. Bennett drove
us by a country route, which
was the long way round. But
this didn’t matter as we got
to our destination…eventually!
We took the train from Didcot
to London Paddington and the
tube to the Jewish Museum.
As we entered the museum
we walked into a café and
Mr. Bennett kindly ordered
all of us a hot chocolate and
doughnut each! Afterwards,
40

we were “free rein” from the
teachers and we wandered
about the place!
We were immersed in the
Jewish heritage and traditional
objects, such as the Torah. We
also learnt about the history
of the Jews: one event that
shaped Jewish culture was
the Holocaust. The word for
Holocaust is ‘Shoah’ in the
Hebrew language. The Holocaust
killed over six million Jews
under the brutal regime of
Adolf Hitler. I could hardly believe
that the Jewish religion is still
going after learning everything
that it had been through!

Right on targ
et

Getting Around
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allenge
Survival ch

ng a
break

My classmates and I came
across a big, wooden Ark,
which is considered to be very
holy. The museum received
it after the Ark was found
in a castle being used as a
nobleman’s wardrobe!
After our trip, we all went
back to Mary Hare, we were
tired after dashing about
London, but all in all it was
a great time and we would
like to thank Mr. Bennett for
organizing the trip and thank
Anaïs for coming with us!
By Eddie Cleere

The March adventure was to complete 24 challenges in 24 hours. Believe me this
was not as easy as it sounds! With 16 students and 4 adults we set off on our
travels down to the south coast to Sandbanks to catch a boat to Brownsea Island..
When we got to the quay it
was already night time and
it was very dark and we had
to walk over one mile, in the
dark, to our lodge. The lodge
was quite nice but the toilets
were outside! By the time we
had unpacked, cooked and
eaten dinner it was past 10pm.
We had four challenges to
complete that night. We only
managed one! We still had 23
challenges left to do. We were
divided into two teams:
Red Team: Liesl, Yolanda, Fran,
Frank, Kerri, Mikey, Max,
Thomas, Rej, Adam.
Blue Team: Liam, Kirilynn,
Claudia, Kyon, Emily, Jay Jay,
Andrew, Eddie, Maia, Andre.

Our challenges included
torchlight tag, pottery making,
maths puzzles, archery, survival,
orienteering, semaphore, a
murder mystery trail where
we had to solve the murder
around Poole Quay, a shopping
spree where we had to buy
26 items beginning with a
different letter of the alphabet
with only £15, we had to find
78 cockles on a trail, try to
catch a crab, a scavenger hunt
and feely box challenge. There
was also a space hopper
race, flag capture, star gazing
and hole in one in the dark!!
There was a relay race, find a
geocache, island explorer, low
ropes, skimming stones and
a boat race.

The last challenge was
tree climbing. Could all the
members of the team climb
a tree in 60 seconds?
Congratulations to the Red
Team who were the winners
by just 5 points. (Red Team
3035 Blue team 3030).
Thank you to all of you that
sponsored us – we managed
to raise £2654.76. This is truly
amazing and really means
a lot to me, the Youth Club
with Life skills, Coles Diner
and Happy Days.
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We will always remember
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Reflecting

on the past

French/Belgium Trip FEB 2014
Edited by Claudia, George and Theo.
In February, Year 9 went on a trip to France and Belgium.
Our first stop was in Belgium and we went
to the Cloth Hall museum in Ypres. Ypres was
totally destroyed by the Germans and has now
been rebuilt. The Cloth Hall museum is a museum
about World War 1.
Sophie: “In the museum we watched a film about
a nurse describing a man who had broken his
jaw when an explosion hit him. He asked the
nurse for some water but because of his jaw he
couldn’t drink it and he died soon after. This was
very shocking, the things that the people were
having to see and cope with.”
After a memorable museum visit we went to
Sanctuary Wood which has trenches and was
most of Year 9s favourite part of the whole trip!
Alex: “Soldiers got trench foot which is when
your foot has swollen up and turned black.
The soldiers felt scared and nervous because
the noises were very close and they would
feel the pain and coldness.”
42

Later that day we headed off to Tyne Cott cemetery
which is the biggest cemetery from WW1.
Emma: “When I went to Tyne Cott cemetery I
felt sad, I looked around and saw 12,000 were
buried in a big patch of land. There were a
further 35,000 names on the memorial panels,
these were soldiers whose bodies were never
found. I kept a sharp eye out for my grandfather’s
brothers who fought in WW1. Ten of his brothers
went to war but only one came back. I think the
most important thing is to remember that even
though hundreds and thousands of lives were
lost we will always remember them.”
We went to another cemetery, this time to
Langemark German cemetery. It is the only
German cemetery on the Ypres Salient and
contains 44,292 burials.

ountry
for their c
They died

George: “Hearing 25,000 soldiers are buried in
a mass grave really made my jaw drop. A mass
grave is only the size of a small classroom!
There are a lot of German soldiers buried there.
Seeing this has made me give equal respect to
both countries.”
We went to the Menin Gate to celebrate the last
post which has happened every day now for a
100 years.
Grace:“During our visit we went to the Menin
Gate and watched the memorial service. It was
quiet, calm and peaceful like on Poppy Day
when we have two minutes silence. The Menin
Gate is covered in names of people who are
missing or have died with no grave. I felt sorry
for the families’ loved ones. It is a respectful
memorial place.”

Theo

The next day we went to Essex farm cemetery.
Callum: “Officially the minimum age to join the
army was 19 but children as young as 13 are
known to have joined up, lying about their age
in order to get in. I was also shocked about the
body count. I think it is essential to respect these
soldiers because they have served our country
and died for our country, no matter what the
age. I would tell other people you need to love
your family, past generations, the country and
your life. It is essential to do that.”
Finally we went to a French sweet factory:
C’était très intéressant de voir la fabrication
des bonbons. Un homme a parlé en français
et Madame Carr a fait l’interprète.’ (It was very
interesting to see how the sweets were made.
The man spoke in French so Madame Carr
translated for us.)
.
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An evening at the races
On 4th July 2013, Mary Hare supporters flocked to Newbury Racecourse
to enjoy an evening of racing. The evening began with the George Frewer
Celebration Sweepstake, in which 12 amateur jockeys raced, for the first
time ever, around the Newbury course. They were sponsored by friends
and family for their effort, in support of Mary Hare.
This race was won by India
Debenham, 17 years of age –
the youngest of all the jockeys!
All the jockeys were sponsored
by friends and family for their
effort, in support of Mary Hare.
Supporters enjoyed a full
evening’s racing, generously
sponsored by: Jardine Lloyd
Thompson, the Bernard Sunley
Foundation, Smith & Williamson,
Betfair, Cheveley Park Stud,
Denford Stud and Knight Frank.
Dinner was punctuated by a
short song from the children
at Mary Hare Primary School,
followed by the children telling
guests about their dreams
for the future and what they
want to be when they grow
up. Teddie, only four years old,

44

wants to be a policeman. Ruth
Montgomery, a former pupil of
Mary Hare School and now a
professional musician, played a
short piece on flute. The auction
was orchestrated by the master
auctioneer, Humphrey Butler,
who encouraged and cajoled
guests into bidding for the wide
range of fantastic lots that had
been donated by supporters.
Pippa Middleton, Mary Hare’s
ambassador enjoyed the
evening, including the very
entertaining magician who both
baffled guests with his dexterity
and amused with his wit.
Tony Shaw, Principal of the
School said: “It was a lovely
evening and I am so grateful
for everyone who was involved

Fundraising

Fundraising

Money Matters

maryhare.org.uk

in making it happen. Kirsten
Loyd, Chairman of the Mary
Hare Foundation, the committee
and the George Frewer Race
committee all deserve our praise
for their dedication to Mary
Hare. The proceeds of this event
will enable us to finish paying
for the new boarding house we
have just built, which is already
making a significant impact
on the young people at Mary
Hare School. I want to thank
everyone who came or made
a donation to the event.”
We are delighted to say that
this event raised a total of
£190,000 which was the
final amount needed to
complete the £2 million
Murray House appeal.

Maths c
an be fun

he
for t
Run

Wooden Spoon

line!

y
I prefer rugb

I declare
the math
s dept. op
en

On 14th May 2014, rugby player Mat Gilbert, (Llanelli Scarlets, Bath Rugby,
England Deaf Rugby) and an ambassador for Wooden Spoon, came to open
our newly refurbished mathematics department. The refurbishment project
has been championed by Wooden Spoon’s Chilterns Committee, a committee
of volunteers who undertake local fundraising initiatives which are spent
within the local community.
A generous grant of £39,200
from The Wooden Spoon Society
allowed the first refurbishment
of Mary Hare School’s maths
teaching area in over 25 years.
As well as making good the
wear and tear, the project
has included the installation
of new infra-red technology
which will allow teachers
communicating through the
school’s Group Hearing Aid
to become “wireless”. This will
mean that teachers’ movement
around the classroom will no

longer be impeded by their
microphone connection lead,
greatly improving the ability
of each class to interact as
a whole. The project will be
completed with the installation
of two disabled access stairlifts
which will allow pupils who
also have restricted mobility to
move around the school’s maths
teaching area more easily.
We are delighted that Wooden
Spoon has chosen to support us
in this way. The refurbishment
will have an extremely positive

impact on our pupils’ learning
experience, mathematics being
both an essential part of their
academic curriculum and an
essential life-skill. In recognition
of this generous support, this
suite of classrooms has been
renamed “The Wooden Spoon
Mathematics Department”.
After the opening ceremony,
guests (including representatives
of Thatcham RFC) were treated
to a display of Tag rugby from
pupils at the school
45
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Wear IT Loud

Samba intruments:
Music students were delighted with their new
Samba instruments, funded with a donation
from the EMI Foundation.
g
art swimmin
Time to st

Sink or Swim!

12 m
iles do
wn, 1
2 to
go

it!
We did

24 Miles in 24 Hours - the equivalent in distance from Newbury to Pewsey
or Newbury to the outskirts of Reading
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We celebrated Deaf Awareness Week once again by dressing loud and
encouraging others to follow suit. Mary Hare Primary School were in
Newbury ‘loudly’ telling passers-by about the day and collecting for the
school. Pupils at the secondary did their bit by dressing loudly.

On Sunday 4th May, 2 lifeguards
from Surrey (Rachel Harris,
18 and Amber Danks, 22)
embarked on their 24 mile/24
hour swimathon. They started
swimming at 7am on the
Sunday morning and swam
all day, swimming 1 mile, on
the hour, every hour, for 24hrs
- a total of 1,920 lengths.

Their stamina was amazing,
even in the early hours of the
morning. The swimmers were
helped along by a team of life
guards and lap counters and
both stuck to a strict eating
regime to help them keep up
the nutrition levels and fluid
intake. The dedication of the
whole team was fantastic.

Rachel and Amber were
swimming approximately 1
mile in 30-35 minutes and
then resting for 25 minutes.

Towards the end of the event
their skin was starting to look
very white and sore in places
and Amber’s shoulder had to
be strapped.

The final lap was swam
to “We are the Champions”
by Queen
Mary Hare is very grateful
to Amber and Rachel and
the whole team. So far they
have raised £1,540 towards
the £300,000 ‘Sink Or Swim’
appeal to help restore the
school’s swimming pool,
currently in disrepair.
We are also very grateful
to Thames Water for their
support for this appeal with
a donation of £3000.

It’s li
ke

Chri

stma

s

Howard House
Mary Hare is as popular as ever,
and due to the high number of
new starters in September 2014,
we have had to plan to carry out
work to the Year 7 boarding house –
Howard House. Ian Frey and his
team are going to create extra
bedrooms and bathrooms with
some internal works, enabling
all the new pupils to comfortably
settle-in in the new year.
We are grateful to the Equitable
Charitable trust for a donation
of £10,000 towards this work.
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Year 12 Applied Science BTEC Trip
to CTSU (Clinical Trials Service Unit).

A re-vamp of the
Primary School library

The Primary School has
partnered with the Library
Service in Newbury to review
the books it holds and identify
gaps that can be addressed

with the funding. We hope
that this project will lead to
an increased uptake in reading
and borrowing books amongst
Primary School pupils. Literacy

By Ahmad Kalim, Rachael Mallard, Jacob Reardon, Mark Ramsey

is a cornerstone of teaching
at Mary Hare, where qualified
Teachers of the Deaf help the
children to develop their spoken
and written language skills.

Enterprising Year 7 pupils
Jodie, Luke and Savannah, all year 7 pupils, have
independently been busily making ‘loom bracelets’.
They then asked if they could
sell them to raise funds for the
swimming pool appeal. We
naturally said yes!

To date they have raised £9.52
from their sales to members of
staff. We think this is brilliant –
our thanks to all three of them.

Science Features

Fundraising

Science Features

We were very grateful to the Ironmongers’ Company for their support for
Mary Hare Primary School’s library. The donation of £3,000 was given to
purchase new books, as part of our aim to reorganise and refresh the
library facilities at the school..
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As part of our Science BTEC course we have been learning about how
laboratories are designed, managed and run. We went to the ‘Richard Doll
Building’ in Oxford– named after a famous man who made the link between
smoking and the increased chance of lung cancer and heart disease.
His research has saved the lives of millions of people. We visited the
laboratories of CTSU (Clinical Trials Service Unit). The building was opened
in 2005 for three research companies and still looks brand new.
What does the company
do? CTSU does two types of
research:

Health and Safety: As we were
working with blood, health
and safety was very important.

times a day! In most of the lab
areas you were not allowed to
touch anything without gloves.

1. They try to find out why
some people have more
chance of getting ill with
cancer, stroke and heart
attacks.

We had to wear a lab coat,
shoes (which you could wipe
if you got any blood on them),
gloves and safety glasses all
the time. There were lots of
sinks to wash our hands and
to wash equipment and lots
of health and safety posters
and first aid kits were placed
around the lab. They have their
own washing machines to
wash their own lab coats at
least once every week. They
change their gloves about 20

Blood samples arrive… We saw
blood samples that had arrived
from Finland, they were
packed in dry ice to keep them
frozen. They were unpacked
carefully wearing special
thermal gloves because the
temperature was -79 degrees.
We looked at a centrifuge
(which Rachael referred to
as “a spinney thing”). Its job is
to spin out particles from the
blood from the liquid plasma.

2. They test different medicines
to see what can make people
better.
Luke
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CTSU collects, tests and stores
blood samples from millions
of people for different projects.
The labs were amazing and
very high tech.
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The people in the labs do all
the testing on plasma. We
were allowed to scan some of
the samples into the machine.
All the numbers were random
so we didn’t know who they
came from but we could see
that the samples had come
from Canada and America!

The analyser: The analyser
AU680 is a machine that
actually analyses the blood
plasma. The analyser carries
out the tests automatically
with robot arms adding
different chemicals. The lab
has about 10 of these big
analysers and they cost
around £90,000 each.

Freezer room…. The freezer
room is -40oC, it is used to
freeze blood samples. It is
extremely cold and a health
hazard, so nobody is allowed
in the freezer room alone.
There is an alarm system and
a timer to tell you if there is
someone in the room and
people are only allowed to
stay in there for a certain
amount of time. When the
time runs out the alarm will
go off to alert people to get
out. They keep a crow bar
inside just in case someone
does get stuck and needs to
get out in an emergency.
New equipment: We saw
a new piece of equipment
that cost £450 – each hole
had antibodies stuck on the
bottom for testing blood. This
was to allow CTSU to test for

more things much more
quickly. It was not even ready
to be used so we were lucky
to see it. It would be used once
and then thrown away. They
will use 15 every day! We were
allowed to see the newest
piece of equipment – a blood
plate reader that cost half a
million pounds!
Even though we had studied
science labs as part of our
lessons, experiencing it for real
was very useful. We realised
how different our school lab
is from an industrial one. The
protocols and the procedures
were much more detailed.
We were fascinated by the
experience of the cold room
after the heat of the lab
and we enjoyed operating a
centrifuge (or spinning thing!).
It was a great experience and
we learned a lot from our visit.
We would like to thank Miss
Bush for organising the trip,
Mr Davies for driving us
there and back and Kate for
supporting us on the trip.

Andrew McWhinney,
Rutherford Appleton Laboratory Award
On Tuesday 19th November Andrew was
awarded the prize by Rutherford Appleton
Laboratory because Mary Hare nominated
him for his effort and success in his Year 9
Science studies.
The keynote lecture was by a young and enthusiastic
researcher in lasers called Dr Ceri Brenner (the winner
of I’m a Scientist, Get me out of Here – 2011) who gave
an interesting and lively talk on the latest research
using lasers.
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Zoë McWhinney Award By Zoe McWhinney
On Thursday 7th November 2013 I received the prestigious Nuffield certificate
for my STEM paper. STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths. Linguistics is a scientific subject, and so is a discipline of STEM.
For a month, every weekday
I went to the Central London
UCL Institute called DCAL
(Deafness Cognition And
Learning) centre. When I first
started, I knew next to nothing
about linguistics. I wasn’t even
sure what exactly ‘linguistics’
meant apart from the dictionary
definition the wonderful internet
gave me. The internet said it
was a “study of language: the
systematic study of language.”
During my first few days at
work, I was lucky enough
to be a last-minute delegate
of the international TISLR
(Theoretical Issues in Sign
Language Research) conference.
It was held in London and my
mother (who is a professional
sign language interpreter,)
later explained how huge it
was and how lucky I was
because the last time it was
conferenced in London was
in maybe the seventies or
eighties. (FYI: the next time the
conference will be held will be

in Melbourne in 2016.)
It was rather exciting and
overwhelming experience in
these first few days. I was
nearly drowned in unfamiliar
and scientific terminology, at
the same time trying to keep
up with the speakers and
some of the many interpreters/
captions. Just looking at the
notepad I used on these days
is enough to remind me of
what I went through! But by
the end of the conference,
I was much more clued up
about the whole sign language
– linguistics thing. I was ready
to get going with my work
experience and learning about
research.
The weeks that followed saw
me participating (a more polite
term for being a ‘guinea pig’!)
in some research, learning
about several different
research projects and
methods, helping out here
and there in some projects
(such as doing the maths

in the ‘result-reducing’ stage
and recording material for a
research project in America)
and, finally, conducting my
own Nuffield research
project. My project was a
smaller contributing project
that was a part of a larger,
ongoing research at DCAL on
handedness and sign language.

Science Features

Science Features

Specimen Reception: This is
where scientist scans the 10
tubes for each person - there
are 8 blood and 2 urine tubes
with different barcodes. 30,000
people are involved in the
project – each with 10 samples
means 300,000 tubes of blood
to scan and analyse! They use
the scanner because it is easier
and quicker instead of having
to type it up - otherwise it
would take forever.

Cold room….The cold room is
a room for storing reagent
chemicals, which needs to be
kept cool to stop them from
going off. The room is about
4oC . Our group liked being in
there to get cool, because the
labs were hot.

maryhare.org.uk

I then submitted a 1000-word
report (known as a scientific
paper, with a very specific
essay structure) and created
a scientific poster explaining
what I had done and what
I found in my project called
“Handedness and Sign Language”.
The main findings in a nutshell
are:

• Manual or ‘tool-using’

handedness preference is
considerably more flexible
than ‘linguistic’ handedness
(for signing and writing)
because these use different
areas in the brain hand
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	Language is more strongly
anchored to one hand
because the brain doesn’t
have the capacity to
switch hands at the same
time, making your signing
intelligible and fluent.

• Homosexuals are more likely
to be left-handed.

and the most interesting of all:

• The hand you use for

writing is not always the
hand you use for signing.

But one thing is for sure –
more research is needed!
For details on how to identify
which hand you use for
signing, look at my poster.

I also signed up for the British
Science Association CREST
award (a little like DoE but
for sciences subjects) and
I received a Gold award,
completely skipping the
‘Discovery’, Bronze and
Silver awards.
My parents and I, and everyone
who was involved in this
project were very proud of
my achievement because
this is probably the first time
something like this has been
achieved by a young deaf
pupil like me under both
Nuffield and DCAL.

Special Feature
Star Gazing

Waiting for
the jewels

Examining jewellery
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Year 8 Che
mistry class

Amaa
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cks
it out

In Year 8 one of the Chemistry topics is about elements and compounds.
8P studied precious metals and gem stones to find out what they were
made of. We learnt about the periodic table and where the metals are and
the non-metals in the periodic table.
The students researched ideas
about jewellers that we could
visit and then wrote a summary
of their findings. We also went
to the DT department, Miss
Flannery showed us annealing
and alloying.
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Finally Mrs Goodwin and Nikki
took us to Fraser Hart Jewellers
in Newbury. We saw amethysts
and diamonds and sapphires.
We saw white gold rings made
of an alloy. The staff in the shop
gave us drinks and sweets.

Kyle w
ith Ka
te

Beckin

sall

Did you know that Kyle Stephen Lett in our Year 13 has the most amazing
hobby? While the rest of you are settling down for a night in front of the
television Kyle is watching the real thing! Kyle has met numerous movie
stars and has a great collection of famous autographs:

look

Jewellery project

Special Features

Science Features

Some theories I have is that
English and BSL are different

languages so some people’s
brains ‘assign’ them to
different hands. Another is
the influence of the signing
parent/environment; a left
handed person may naturally
learn to sign with his/her
right because everyone else
seems to do so and they may
feel this is ‘the right way’ to
use the sign language.

When we got back we wrote
letters to say thank you. Finally
we did our test on elements
and compounds. The project
had helped us remember lots
of things about jewellery.

Mostly famous people hang
out around Covent Garden
and Leicester Square in London.
It’s my favourite place to hang
out with friends. Film premieres
are mostly located in Leicester
square. Leicester Square has
four cinemas around the
square and lots of famous
people perform in the theatres
at Leicester Square.
I’ve met loads of movie stars
including Sylvester Stallone
and Arnold Schwarzenegger.
Sometimes I get my picture
taken with them but mostly
I get autographs from them.

I have had been on the red
carpet once when I went to
the film premiere for ‘’Olympus
has fallen’’. I went inside the
cinema to watch the movie
with some celebrity guests,
business people and fans too.
I have been to many, many,
film premieres:

Scarlett Johansson is my
favourite actress and definitely
my celebrity crush! I love all of
her films. I hope I will meet her
this year.”

It is my dream to meet my
two favourite film stars: Will
Smith and Scarlett Johansson.
Will Smith is awesome I give
him number 1 actor on my list.

away
Anne Hath
Kyle with
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Mary Hare School
2013/14 in pictures

Mary Hare attracts professionals from
around the UK and further afield

Cutting Edge Practice,
Cutting Edge Outcomes

At the
Oscars

Sue Lew
is receiv
ing her
gift

On 4th November Mary Hare welcomed over 100 Teachers
of the Deaf and other professionals to a conference looking at the latest
developments in the education of deaf pupils.
distinguished time as a member
of the Mary Hare Training
Division team. Sue was here
right at the beginning of
Mary Hare’s development of
Teacher of the deaf training
courses, and has taken our
postgraduate programme
from strength to strength.

The conference was preceded
by a celebration at Mill Hall
where Sue was presented
with a gift in recognition
of her contribution to deaf
education and to Mary Hare
in particular.

Alex

Putting the Practical
into Practice February 2014
The national Speech and Language Therapy conference
in deafness was organised by three not-for-profit
organizations: Mary Hare, the Elizabeth Foundation
and the Auditory Implant Service, Southampton.
The topic for the day was
“putting the practical into
practice” and speakers covered
a wide range of topics related
to deafness including: Literacy
Development, Autism, Auditory
Neuropathy Spectrum Disorder,
Sensory Integration and Theory
of Mind. Speakers on the day
included Dr Hannah Pimperton
from University College London,
Geoff Plant; a cochlear implant
rehabilitation specialist who
flew all the way over from
America to present at the
conference, and Mary Hare’s
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Attention!

Ollie’s Oscar
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very own Katherine Clements
and Lorna Gravenstede who
presented on Developing
Literacy Skills in the Secondary
School Aged Deaf Population.
The day was attended by SLTs
from around the country and
feedback was overwhelming
positive - “best conference I
have attended in a long time”,
“a brilliant day!”, “informative
and practical”, “cutting edge”,
“stimulating and delivered to
a high standard”.

Mark Ramsey
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Mary Hare in Pictures

Mary Hare Conferences

Keynote speeches were given
by internationally renowned
speakers including Dr Emily Tobey
from the University of Texas,
Professor Wendy McCracken
from the University of Manchester.
The conference was led by
Sue Lewis and marked the
formal end of Sue’s long and

Newbury
Katie at

Show

Hitting the
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es it easy
Hajra tak

Mr Shaw’s 6
0th Birthda
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Professional ch
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Look at our faces!
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Looking love
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