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Welcome to the Spring edition of Soundwave. The mornings are getting lighter and the time our pupils have to enjoy our wonderful
campus in the evening is lengthening too. The hard work undertaken by students through the winter months is now bearing fruit with
offers for university rolling in and GCSE and A Level students gearing up to meet the challenge of achieving results that compare
favourably to the class of 2009. Our GCSE group of that year came top in the country for the amount of progress they made from
Year 7 to Year 11 (Contextual Value Added). I was delighted that their exemplary achievement was recognised within an article in the
Times Educational Supplement and an even bigger acknowledgement in the Hearing Times newspaper.

I am pleased to announce that DVDs of our two School Christmas Productions, are now available. For our secondary pupils, this is
the first opportunity to impress family and friends because, cruelly, we had to cancel all of the scheduled public performances, due to
illness. I am sure you will share my delight in what staff and pupils have achieved together in both schools.

Successful trips abroad this year have whetted our appetite for the coming academic year and we are already planning for educational
visits to Russia and Iceland. As always, staff and pupils take great delight in recording these events and writing about them in
Soundwave. I hope you enjoy this edition which demonstrates, once again, that Mary Hare gives its students a wonderfully rich
education that any school would be proud of.

Tony Shaw, School Principal

Mike Granatt
In February, Mike Granatt was elected Chairman of the Mary Hare Governors. Mike’s career
started in journalism and he joined the Department of Employment in 1979. Between 1986
and 1998, he was Director of Communication (or its equivalent) at the Department of Energy,
the Metropolitan Police Service, the Department of the Environment and the Home Office.
In 1998 he joined the Cabinet Office as Director-General of the Government Information and
Communication Service, where he set up and led the Cabinet Office Civil Contingencies
Secretariat. Mike is a director of City consultancy Luther Pendragon, where he specialises in
crisis management and risk and crisis communication, with clients in the UK, among the
European Institutions and in South Asia.
He currently chairs the UK Press Card Authority and is also the co-ordinator of the Club of Venice, which brings together the
Heads of Communication for the governments of EU Member States, the European Institutions and Candidate States. Mike
is also a trustee of Deafness Research UK; a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Public Relations and a Past Master of the
City of London Guild of Public Relations Practitioners.
Mike is married to Jane and they have four grown-up children and two large dogs. In 2001, HM the Queen appointed Mike
a Companion of the Bath for exceptional public service. Mike joined the Mary Hare Board of Governors in 2005. Commenting
on his new role as Chairman, Mike told us, “Mary Hare is a remarkable place. I am still awestruck by the atmosphere of
energy, passion and excitement that hit me on my first visit, five years ago. And it is refreshed every time I come here.”

This year Mary Hare School held a double celebration, with the inauguration of a Lower School
Speech Day in October, to celebrate the achievements of our younger students. This was in
addition to our annual Speech Day in December, when recent leavers and older students were
recognised for their academic and personal progress as well as their examination success.

Lower School
Mary Hare’s first Lower School Speech Day celebrated the achievements of students in Years 7 to 9. With the help of DVD footage,
Assistant Principal Mrs Wylie reminded everyone of just how much they had already achieved in their time at the school. Guest of
Honour was opera singer Janine Roebuck. Janine, who is profoundly deaf, first visited Mary Hare School in 2008, as part of a joint
initiative with the RNID. On that first visit, she met students and staff as well as singing for the school governors and was greatly
impressed by what she saw. Janine was only too happy to return to Mary Hare for this special occasion.
Before presenting prizes, Janine talked about her life and the challenges she had faced in her chosen career. “Despite all odds, I am
still singing….and singing well. I have done a lot of campaign work for the RNID over the years because I believe passionately in
raising deaf awareness and reducing the stigma of deafness itself.” Janine also spends time working with ‘Music and the Deaf’,
teaching deaf children to sing. She added, “Every child has the right to express themselves in speech and song, wherever possible.
You are blessed with an excellent Arts Centre at Mary Hare – I hope you appreciate what you have here, as you are truly fortunate.”
Janine ended with some words of inspiration, “Never limit yourself or allow others to limit you. Remember the saying, ‘I did it – because
no one told me that I couldn’t!’

Prizes were awarded in all
year
groups
for
Achievement and Effort and
Speech Therapy, as well as
House
and
individual
subject prizes. An award
was also made to members
of the school’s Science
Club for the commitment
they have shown to this
popular after school activity.
Students Chloe Norton
and William Everett
(pictured left) thanked Janine
for presenting the prizes and
guests were entertained
with an impressive routine
by the dance group and
music by the junior band,
‘Sound Proof’.

School Principal Tony Shaw commented, “The musicians and dancers clearly illustrate why Mary Hare pupils continue to do
exceptionally well academically, socially and emotionally. They are confident, engaged, eager and fulfilled young people who love life
and know no limits to their achievements. With such strong role models around them, our new Year 7 pupils have already woken up
to the opportunities that exist around them and they have already begun to explore their untapped potential with fresh enthusiasm.
Mary Hare is a very exciting place to teach and be taught.”
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Upper School
uest of Honour at Speech Day in December was
Alice Perkins. Alice, whose husband Jack Straw,
has also visited Mary Hare in the past, praised the
enthusiasm and commitment demonstrated by the staff.

G

She remarked on the range of opportunities available to
students at Mary Hare. During an earlier visit, she noted that
one group were away on a Photography trip to Hong Kong,
a science group were putting together an animation film
about the properties of H2O and another group were
preparing for a national public speaking competition!

School Principal, Tony Shaw announced that Mary Hare’s latest GCSE results were the highest so far achieved, with 85% of
students achieving 5 or more grades A* to C. He also spoke of the school’s exceptional A-Level results; the pass rate this year
was 98%, with 88% going on to university. Of particular note were: Helen Willis - going to Oxford University to read
Psychology and Physiology, Simon Wilkins - Newcastle University to read Civil Engineering, Lauren Millar - Queens
University Belfast to read Geography and Blaise Persaud - Bristol University to read Social Policy. For the first time, the
Hugh Ogus Award was given for Postgraduate Achievement. It was awarded to Sabira Yameen who has recently
completed an MSc at Oxford Brookes University (pictured above with Hugh Ogus and Tony Shaw).
Alice was thanked by Head Girl Meghan Durno and Head Boy Daniel Clements, who both spoke of the confidence they
had gained during their time at the school. Tony Shaw said afterwards, “By inviting leading professionals to present prizes at our
annual Speech Day, we ensure that an external health check is undertaken on our work as a school on a yearly basis. I am
delighted that Alice Perkins endorsed our work so strongly and I would like to thank her again for the generous way she spent
time getting to know the school so that her address could to be both informed and focused on our continued quest for excellence.”

SCIENCE CLUB
t has been another busy term for members of the
Mary Hare Science Club. Pupils from Years 8 and 9
have been busy making movies as part of a national
science competition called ‘Planet SciCast’.

I

The films will eventually be posted on the Planet
SciCast website (www.planet-scicast.com) and judged
in different categories. They were asked to make a
short film demonstrating a scientific idea.

One of the Mary Hare films demonstrated which gas is the best to
fill an airship. Another showed how a hydrogen explosion can be
used to get Pringles out of a Pringles tube!
Club members have also been making elastic band-powered
dragsters and recently observed the hatching of a group of baby
chicks that have been incubating in the Science Block classrooms.

n March, a group of Year 10 students and two Science teachers
travelled to Manchester to attend the ‘Big Bang’ Science Fair on
behalf of the Mary Hare School Science Club. On our stand we
demonstrated our range of smart alloys to visitors and carried out
investigations on them, involving taste/colour and perception. We
also looked at the other stands - there were some exhibits run by
big corporations such as Intel, E-on and Siemens. The FA cup was
displayed on the E-on stand, which Stephen got very excited about!

I
We attracted lots of parties from other schools and a
few important people such as STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering & Maths) representatives, an
MP and a senior figure involved in the running of the
STEM clubs. On the last day, we went to the ‘Brainiac’
live show which was amazing. They did the stuff which
you would never have dared to do in real life: things like
tying a CO2 fire extinguisher and fireworks to an office
chair to see if that was the fastest way you could spin
it - there was someone actually in it at the time!
After the show, we attended the National Science and
Engineering Awards ceremony. The main prizes were
presented by Lord Mandelson but we had not entered
any competitions. The whole ceremony lasted around
two and a half hours! We were exhausted by the end
of this so after supper we all collapsed into our beds
and went to sleep immediately. I thoroughly enjoyed
the whole experience and it was something I will
remember for a very long time. Asher Pearl
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(l to r) Stephen Boyd, Asher Pearl, Oliver Thorne and Chloe Norton

zoolab
Year 9 took a walk through the rainforest recently and met some interesting characters along the way! The class
welcomed Luke from 'ZooLab', a company who offer hands-on workshops in schools to enhance the Science
curriculum. Luke brought along a few friends who live at different levels of the rainforest. Each time a new creature
was introduced, the pupils thought about where they lived, what they would eat and who their predators might be.
Pupils were allowed to handle most of the creatures, with one or two exceptions (much to the relief of some!). During
the session they studied a giant snail, a giant millipede, a giant cockroach, a tarantula, a tree frog and a snake!

Following our recent affiliation with the
WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF LIGHTMONGERS,

Mary Hare School was invited to be an official
escort in the Lord Mayor’s Show Parade - a
spectacular annual event in the City of
London, which is watched by thousands.
Despite the rainy November weather, the
Mary Hare team had a wonderful day and
thoroughly enjoyed this unique experience.

Head of Care Louise and Youth Club Co-ordinator Kirilynn
enjoy the atmosphere!

The

LIGHTMONGERS COMPA

who is working on a lighting project for his

Arlington Manor, the 150 year old buildin

Lightmongers’ have been able to share their e
The crowd gives Mary Hare a cheer as they go by
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- pictured here is Max, below the current lig

Lightmongers’ Company member Mark Wombwell
works with Max on his design ideas

NY have supported Mary Hare School by mentoring Sixth Form student, Max Thorne,
A Level in CDT. Max is designing and building a new light for the main staircase in

ng that forms the main reception for Mary Hare School.

It is wonderful that the

expertise with us in such a practical way. We look forward to seeing the new installation

ht fitting, trying out his latest idea. What do you think of this design?

ART
& Design
he Barbican is Europe's largest arts centre, presenting
a wide range of art, music, theatre, dance and film.
Opened in 1982, the cost of building the centre was
£156 million. The exhibition was called ‘Radical Nature’,
bringing together a group of very different artists who have
created unusual solutions for our ever-changing planet.

T

I found it really fascinating, especially the ideas for buildings
in the future. R&Sie(n) had designed a city built to blend with
the natural environment. It looked like lots of ant hills and was
based on former mine fields between North and South Korea.
The buildings would eventually be covered with plants so that
you would not be able to make out the difference between the
man-made and natural environment.
We saw designs for buildings underwater and suspended in
the sky; one was called ‘Air Port City’. Another showed a
structure that would vanish into the landscape as mist slowly
hid the building.

There were unexpected pieces, like the small allotments with
vegetables growing; enormous trees like a slice from the
rainforest, which were growing horizontally. The artists
wanted to show the unbalanced relationship between man
and nature.
Outside we looked at what seemed like a wooden igloo. The
piece was called ‘I Am So Sorry. Goodbye’ and it explored the
relationship between the built environment and nature. It was
designed as a teahouse, a place of rest and shelter. A
transparent dome at the top of the structure was like a
spaceship or futuristic aircraft. It was very calm inside and
made you feel like you were no longer in London.
We also looked at the installation by the artist Kumirowski. He
had recreated a World War 2 bunker in the main Barbican
building. He had been so meticulous about the detail in his
work that he was way behind schedule, so we did not get to
see the completed structure. It was a long but inspiring day!
Ruaridh Lever Hogg

Mary Hare Art and Graphics students attended a workshop with a difference recently, run by Tim Quinn.
Tim has been involved in the world of comic books for years as scriptwriter, illustrator and editor on such
titles as The Beano, The Dandy, Sparky, The Topper, Buster, Whoopee!, Bunty, Jackie, Dr Who
Magazine and Whizzer & Chips, before moving to America to work for the mighty Marvel Comics Group
on the world famous Spider-Man, X-Men and the Incredible Hulk.

im started the workshop by talking
to us about how comics and the
making of the ‘superhero’ started.
He then gave us a warm-up exercise – we
had 60 seconds to draw Tim and it was
quite funny as many of us ended up with
rather strange drawings. It is difficult to
sketch so quickly! The scary thing was
that Tim was walking along the tabletops
jumping into dramatic poses!

T

Then we had 10 seconds to draw a
banana, which in time we added funky
accessories, giving our bananas
individual character. Then we had a
closer look at some of the original
paintings Tim had created for the comic
strips. I was amazed at how good he is.
Then we had a chance to design our own
superhero, based on ourselves! Tim gave
us some ideas and showed us how to
start the figure by drawing a stick man and
then gradually adding…I am not going to
tell you more - I don’t want to reveal the
secrets of cartoon illustration!
In the end we all had our own superhero
and Tim was so pleased with us. It was
great experience and I had a fantastic
time. Kaia Meers

This year’s Rotary Club Youth Speaks
Competition took place for the first time in
Arlington Arts Centre.

Everyone was very

impressed with the venue, although the
teams were a little awed by having to
address a full auditorium!

The panel of

official judges were joined for the evening
by the Mayors of Thatcham and Newbury.
The Mary Hare Intermediate team this year was Pavundeep
Johal, Jamie Harrison and Diarmuid Laverty (top
picture). Even though they did not win their round, the audience
loved the team’s lively presentation on the subject of
‘Friendship’.
The Mary Hare Senior team was Fenella Cruickshank,
Rolf Choutan and Christianah Adenrele (centre picture). In
a humorous and thought-provoking talk, they asked the
audience: “Why Learn a Foreign Language?”
At the end of the evening, the judges’ decision was
unanimous and to shrieks of delight, they announced that
the Mary Hare team were winners of the Senior section,
which meant they were through to the next round!
The District Finals took place at Reading University in
February. This time the Senior team consisted of Rolf,
Fenella and Russell (bottom picture) as Christianah had
already left for an early start to her her half term holiday. It
turned out to be another good evening with Mary Hare
winning the Senior section yet again! Spirits were high in the
minibus as everyone travelled home, chatting about the
challenges to be faced in the Regional Finals which took
place in March, in High Wycombe.
The day of the Regional Finals soon arrived. Our team did well,
but competition was very fierce on the night and the winners
were Uxbridge College with their talk on ‘Slang’. It was
interesting to listen to the victorious Intermediate team from the
Royal Grammar School, High Wycombe. Their Vote of Thanks
was given by Shehryar Mirza, brother to Hajra in Mary Hare
School’s Year 7!
Thank you to Miss Wyman who coached the Mary Hare team.
She commented after the event, “I think their effort has been
tremendous, considering the other children were all hearing. I
have been impressed by their communicative abilities, which are
great when compared with hearing children.”
Well done to everyone who took part. We are already thinking
about next year’s competition!
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DRAMA
WORKSHOP

Othello
With Mr Marlow behind the wheel of our trusty
minibus, English Literature A-Level students set
off to London recently to see “Othello”, starring
Lenny Henry. We felt like a group of tourists as
we walked from the Haymarket to Trafalgar
Square, where the Trafalgar Studios theatre was
located. We managed a spot of shopping and a
bite to eat before entering the auditorium.

n January, Reading University Drama Group came into
school to work with Year 9. In the first session they
worked on a news story about the Bear family, Miss
Locks and an old cottage in the woods. (Sounds familiar?)

I

They were shown how a news story can be manipulated by
the media to influence public response. One student took
on the role of reporter and interviewed 9GJ for the emotive
story she wanted for her newspaper, ‘Reading Rumours’.
They quickly got the hang of what was required and very
soon Wayne Bear, (Toby), was looking mournful and sickly
as he was interviewed with his family about the prospect of
losing his home. Other pupils became “Environmental
Warriors”, reluctant to leave their home in the forest!
‘Mr Broadsheet’ explained that as a reporter for the
‘Woodley Whispers’ he wanted to adopt a more serious
angle on the story about the Bear family and their cottage in
the woods. He said that he would only “tweak the facts” a
little! The session ended with a discussion about the
reporting differences between the two newspapers and
some of the tricks that journalists get up to!
They were then encouraged to explore the topic, ‘Have Your
Say’. The iconic picture of the university student who stood
in front of the tank in Tiananmen Square provided the
stimulus, as students were encouraged to understand more
about his story and his motives. They split into ‘oppressors’
and ‘the oppressed’ and shared their own stories through
role play. They learned how difficult it can be to protest and
to be listened to.
The drama workshop gave our students a valuable insight
into the lives of those who do not have access to free
speech and who often cannot change their lives through
protest. It was a powerful message and helped them to
think about something they may often take for granted.

Fortunately, we were seated on the very front
row, which enabled us to understand the play
more easily. Lenny Henry gave a fantastic
performance as Othello and Conrad Nelson, who
played Iago, was incredibly evil in a
commonplace sort of way. It was a wonderful
play, which was beautifully interpreted. At the
encore, some of us were lucky enough to shake
hands with Lenny himself as he thanked us for
our appreciation. Overall, it was a fabulous night.
English department….what next? Mikhail Novak

VIVE LA FRANCE!
e were up at 7am on the first day in time for
breakfast. Nous avons mangé des céréales, un
croissant, du pain au chocolat et un jus d’orange.
Then we travelled into Paris. We noticed 4 tall buildings in
the shape of books and they were actually a library which
contained over 3 million books.

W

We arrived at the Eiffel Tower after a tour around the city, it
was really busy with hundreds of visitors. Many of them
wanted to get the lift to the top of the tower to get the best
views. Eventually we got to the top of the Eiffel Tower and
saw really nice views of Paris. The teachers counted us to
check if anyone had got lost on the way down the stairs
before we went on to the River Seine, where we took a boat
down the river.

Euro Disney here we come!

At the Sacré Coeur saw some boys doing a street dance.
Then we left to go into the square to go shopping and try
some pancakes. While we walked around the square, we
saw lots of good paintings and drawings of the Eiffel Tower
and portraits. In the evening, after supper at the chateau,
we went to the swimming pool outside, it was a really warm
swimming pool. We played “Stuck in the Mud” for an hour!

On Sunday, we left Chateau de Grande Romaine and went to Euro Disney for the day. My favourite ride was ‘Space Mountain’
because I liked the inside expedition dome where it showed lots of planets and galaxies, comets and stars.
In the evening, for supper, we had chicken pie with mash and vegetables but some people tried snails. Some felt sick and hated it but
the rest of us enjoyed them! We then had activities with lots of challenges: Aaron wanted us to get messy and wet! The first challenge
involved 4 oranges on a table; we had to see who could eat the most of the inside of an orange without using their hands. They used
a helmet to smash the orange into pieces and Rolf managed to win.
Aaron picked out a great challenge for 3 volunteers and each person came into the room one at a time and had to blow out a lighter
at different distances. The first was Odran; he had to blow the lighter out wearing a blindfold, but Aaron put a pot of flour in front of him
and he blew into the flour which covered his face with flour! At the end we had a food and water fight with each other and made Aaron
wet by emptying the big bottle of water over him!
On our final morning we got our suitcases packed after
breakfast, ready to leave and catch the ferry. We stopped
at Calais hypermarket which had big stores where we
could buy lots of things.
Many of us bought chocolate or other presents for our
families. Some of us (pictured right) had a giant waffle with
chocolate sauce and lots of cream on top - it was delicious
to eat. We left to catch the ferry and the journey back to
school took four hours.
I thought the trip was fantastic. My favourite part was the
trip to the Eiffel Tower because I enjoyed looking at the
views at the very top and I took many pictures. I thought
the entertainers were great company in Paris in the day
and I enjoyed lots of the activities in the evening. Thank
you to the teachers who took us on this trip! Luke Bryant
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Year 9
‘Rocks the House’
In November, Year 9 went to the Natural History Museum in London.
I had already been there a million times with my dad. However, I was
in for a surprise... although I knew we were going to a lecture, I didn’t
know what it would be about. We sat in a group and listened to the
man called Guido speaking about how the Earth is made and then he
talked about ‘plates’ and how they create earthquakes and volcanoes.
My friend Toby (pictured left) volunteered to be part of a demonstration with
custard! If you squish custard, it goes all solid and when you stop, the
custard goes everywhere. We put our hands up in the air and pretended
to be the mantle that the Earth’s plates float on. After the talk we
researched about volcanoes, how they are created and the damage
that they can do to humans and wildlife. I learned how we can
predict earthquakes and evacuate an area and save lives.

We went into a pretend shop and the ground
moved and it was supposed to reconstruct how
an earthquake happened in Japan. We saw a
video of what happened in real life which was
much worse that our pretend one.
Thank you to Mr Goodwin, Miss Leach, Miss
Kennett and Lesley who helped with the trip.
Adam Coast

Living Rainforest
The first thing we saw was a green, slimy snake
with white stripes. He was a Common Boa, he
was living in a tree. Next, we saw pitcher plants.
A pitcher is like a jug. The plant has a pitcher at
the end of the leaf that contains liquid to attract
insects so when they fall in the container, they
will be trapped and will get dissolved slowly as
time passes.
I saw a really cute, small, black monkey called a
Pygmy Marmoset. In fact they are the smallest
monkeys in the whole wide world! They are
sooo cute and tiny, I adored them.
We saw a fish that looked like a piranha. It had
dark blue skin and looked dangerous. My group
went into the ‘Edible’ area of the rainforest and
we saw a vanilla plant, it smelt soo yummy. In
fact it is the second most expensive spice in the
whole world! The part of the plant that is used
for food is the seed pod. Hajra Mirza

There was a path which led to loads of animals I was so scared to see a huge spider which was
very hairy. I saw a really cute Goeldi’s monkey.
They were so cute with fluffy black hair, they were
very small. We saw them eating fruit. We also
saw a toucan - they have massive beaks and are
colourful birds. They look really calm.
We saw pitcher plants - they looked quite spiky.
They are tall and they capture insects by their
smell then the insect loses its grip and falls in
the slimy puddle and can’t climb out. They close
up when it rains.
We also saw a vanilla orchid, their leaves are
really smooth and waxy. The glass house was
warm and a little bit humid and really muddy and
wet. I learned all about the animals’ habitats
and how they adopted the rainforest and what
they eat and I saw new animals that I had not
seen before. I enjoyed it a lot! Lucy Aitken
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Each year, in the Autumn term, Year 9 take part in an activity
week together. This year they went to a centre in Malvern,
Worcestershire. Jemma tells us a bit more about it...
We set off in the coach at 9 o’clock and finally arrived at 11. We
were all really excited to see our dormitories and what activities
we would do. After lunch, we received our waterproof suits – for
the water activities on Wednesday. Meanwhile, we had to
unpack and make our beds.
We all went into the classroom and the instructor told us the
times of the activities, meals and free time. We were sorted into
our activity groups and then we set off for our very first activity.
My group did the low ropes course first; the instructor told us
how to tackle each obstacle. It was really good fun, my favourite
was the rope swing and landing on the net. We were so worn out
when this activity was done, but we had more to come.
For our second activity, we had the Quad Pole. This was four
people standing on a high, small, wobbly platform. It was my job
to help people get up on the platform with me, because I was the
first person to get up on top. I ended up being up there for half
an hour as everyone else was too scared to get up on top with
me. But it ended up with me, Zoe and Mark, and at the end, we
all jumped off. I was so relieved to be back on the ground again!
After only two activities, I already had the feeling that this week
was going to be so much fun, and yes, I really enjoyed it!

When we went to the education centre, I saw dead animal skins
on the floor. When we touched them I felt quite sad and angry.
After that we stroked a rat, snake and stick insect. I loved
stroking the snake, the scales were smooth.
We saw other animals in the afternoon, including a leopard, a
tiger, meerkats, monkeys and a giraffe. But when we went in the
bats’ cave, I smelt the worse smell I ever smelt! It was horrible;
I had to hold my breath. At the end of the day I realised that the
world is full of weird, unique and bizarre animals. Also that lots
of animals are dying and are endangered. But overall, I had a
great day! Levi Choutan

We first saw the anteater and I thought it was good because it
had a long nose and I thought it was like an elephant!! I liked
the hippo because it was so big - it was bigger than us! I also
liked the Tropical World because it had lots of animals and
plants from the rainforest.
In the afternoon I liked the meerkats - I thought it was amazing
when one was on guard and the others were digging and
working. I also liked the monkey because it had a white tail,
that most monkeys don’t have and I thought that was good.
I’ve learnt that when a kangaroo is born it is the size of a
baked bean!! Oliver Harknett

J

oining the trip to Hong Kong in November was one of the best decisions I have ever made! It was an opportunity to se
a stroll around the city, looking at the night markets and the shops surrounded by neon lights. On our first day, we visit
In the evening we went for a meal on a boat to see the harbour city lights. On our second day we went to Hong Kong D
the Disney characters. We stayed on until the evening to wait for the firework display, which was magical! The next day w
Museum was a very modern building; I enjoyed seeing the fine art and many collections in the gallery. We then visited the s
time. Later we caught the ferry to the other side of the harbour to the visit The Peak, where we had a view over the whole c
the whole place lights up. It was stunning. The view just took my breath away and it is the best memory I have. We stayed fo

The next day we travelled to the small town of Scotland: Aberdeen Town by bus and ferry. We walked around before going ro
and beautiful buildings sites as well as the fish markets. We had lunch on a boat restaurant called the Jumbo Restaurant in th
all the designer shops: Dolce and Gabbana, Emporia Armani and Louis Vuitton. Towards the end of the trip, we visited t
from the city - it was more of a holiday resort. The weather was gorgeous so it was a perfect day to stroll around and s

We went back to the hotel before heading off, dressed in our smartest outfits, for ou
betting - unfortunately Ellie and I lost! The centre of the Happy Valley Race
photographs. We turned the flash off to make sure we did not frighte

On the very last day we went to Ocean Park near A
There was another part of Ocean Park and
was the highlight of everyone’s d

We did such
don

e the different culture in Hong Kong with other Photography, Media and Textiles students. On the first night we went out for
ted the temple in Ngong Ping by cable car. We visited the Buddha temple by walking up the 257 steps, all the way to the top.
Disneyland. We watched the parade for part of our photography work and took some shots of the dancers, musicians and all
we visited the art gallery of the Hong Kong Museum. We also went to the famous shopping centre at Victoria Harbour. The
pace museum and an exhibit called The History of Space. It was interesting to learn how much satellites had changed over
city of Hong Kong. This was one of the highlights of the trip, it was amazing seeing the whole city, especially at night when
or a while to take shots of the city and stayed for dinner and a stroll around the shops.

und the harbour on a junk boat tour. We took photographs of the small markets in Aberdeen Square. We passed many boats
he middle of the harbour. It was magnificent with luxurious decorations. We then went back to the city to have a look around
he Stanley shopping market for some last minute purchases. Stanley Town was the kind of place you would go, to get away
shop all afternoon!

ur last night and a visit to the Happy Valley Racecourse. We were able to take shots of the racing and to experience a little
ecourse was a very modern building. We got a ticket to the stand right next to the race track where we were able to take
en the horses.

Aberdeen Town. When we arrived we saw some really cute pandas and had the chance to take photos and buy some gifts.
d to get there we took a cable car over the high mountain. It was a great experience and to have the chance to see the pandas
day.

a lot on the trip and it was an amazing experience. We went to so many places and saw so many sights and we couldn’t have
ne it without the teachers from Mary Hare and Kennet Schools. Thank you for a great time and just a fantastic educational
experience, from all the Media, Photography and Textiles Year 13 students. Nicola Phillips

With the snowy days now behind us we take a
moment

to

look

back

at

the

Christmas

Productions at the Primary and Secondary Schools
which, despite the odds, went ahead to great
acclaim. Well done to everyone who took part and
who supported the shows behind the scenes.

‘Mary Hare In The Snow’ picture by Laurie MacDougall

aking part in this year’s ‘Young Chef’ schools competition were culinary hopefuls: Meggie Voce,
Ellie Bagshaw, Alex Mercier, Donovan West, Ahmad Kalim, Chloe Norton and
Mica Knight.

T

This competition, organised by the Education Business Partnership, is now in it’s 13th year and
requires students to create and cook a main course and dessert on a chosen theme. Judges for
the day were Darren Booker-Wilson, from Monty’s Restaurant in Newbury and Debbie Hearn,
food writer for the Newbury Weekly News. On the big day, the judging seemed to take forever
and when it was time to announce the results, the competitors eagerly clustered around the
door waiting to be let in!
The winners (pictured below) were Meggie and Ellie who were praised for the
technical skills shown in their dishes and Mica and Chloe who created a flavoursome
turkey stir fry and tasty fruit crumble. The winners tackled paperwork in the next round
which included setting out the reasons for the menu choices, costings, time plans and
a description of the style of restaurant in which their dish would be served.
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SPECIAL FEATURE

We were delighted to welcome back Cecily Rees as our English Speaking Board examiner this year. All of our Year 7 students
took part in the examination at Senior Introductory Level and 12 of our Year 8 students took the exam at Senior Level, Grade One.
The ESB syllabus was revised this year for Year 7 entries, placing a particular emphasis on student involvement in their chosen
topic. Students talked on a wide range of subjects which included: Remote Control Cars, Living in Barbados, Australian
Animals, Swimming, My Dog, Football, Knitting, Jack Russells, New York and My Family in Singapore.
Students spent an anxious week waiting for their results but were finally rewarded - we had 26 candidates, 11 gained ‘Merit
Plus’ and 15 gained ‘Distinctions’. Well done and thank you for all your hard work!

SHORT
Cuts

Teachers TV

Chess Champion
In February, Lewis Martin became the West of England
Under-18 Chess Champion for the third time. He has been
an integral part of the Newbury Chess Club since he first
came to Mary Hare in 2003.
He is really popular with the team and well known in the
Berkshire League for his match-winning performances. His
most memorable game was, in fact, a loss – to one of
Britain’s leading young grandmasters, Simon Williams of
Sandhurst. Lewis won Simon’s Queen (for Rook and
Bishop) and turned down a forced draw by perpetual check
hunting for a victory, before being finally ground down in a 3
hour epic.
We’ll miss you when you leave next year, Lewis, as once
again we try to fend off relegation! We wish you all the best
for your future chess career.

Back in November, a team came into school to film the work
of our Teaching Assistants.
The documentary was
subsequently published on the ‘Teachers TV’ website and
showed the benefits gained from the enhanced collaborative
work that goes on between TAs and classroom teachers at
Mary Hare School.
Former pupil, Sophie Gilmore (Trendall), who is now working
as a TA at Mary Hare, was interviewed about her work and
she talked about the extra insight she can give to her new
role, because of her time here as a student.

Mathilde

In January, Mathilde Lynn-Pedersen joined our Music Therapy
team to observe their work. Mathilde is a student of Audiology,
Speech and Language Pathology at the University of
Copenhagen. As a musician, she was keen to combine this
personal interest with her studies and came to see how the Mary
Hare Music Therapists work with a variety of age groups.
“I believe that music can act as an important facilitator of speech
and language perception. It has been great to see this work
being done in real life and I hope that one day, I will be able to
introduce this kind of teaching in Denmark. It has been a very
good experience to be Mary Hare-ified!”
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SHORT CUTS

Help For Haiti

HAITI
by Mark Hamill
Oh dear, poor people!
In awful earthquake!
I felt sorry for them!
We have to raise money for them!
We have to make them OK!
GO, GO people, let us build it again
You’re far away, but don’t worry!
We will come to you!
Oh yeah, let’s sing together to support them!
We will love to help you!
We will respect you
And I will get you food and drink!

In recent weeks, a number of fundraising events have
been held my staff and students, to support victims of
the Haiti earthquake: cake sales, a non-uniform day,
a Big Breakfast and a Hunger Lunch (not on the
same day!), combined with other donations, have so
far raised a grand total of £1,000.
A cheque was presented in March to the Rotary Club
who are administrators of the ‘Shelter Box’ scheme,
which is helping to provide shelter to families who lost
everything in the earthquake.
For more information visit www.shelterbox.org

Hallowe’en
School was full of little monsters in October as
Hallowe’en celebrations got underway just before
the half term break. Supper was a spooky affair
as students were served Voodoo Soup, Wizards’
Fingers, Bat Wing Ribs, Toffee Apples and
Wobbly Jellies. Ghostly masks hovered, ‘blood’
dripped and bats fluttered as students then made
their way to Dulverton Hall for some demonic
disco dancing.
Mary Hare Primary pupils came to visit Year 7 to
play games including: ‘Mummy Wrap’, ‘Pin The
Nose On The Witch’ and eating doughnuts on a
string! There was a ghost walk for those who
really wanted to be scared, which involved
darkened corridors with flashing lights, the odd
body and mad scientist thrown in for good
measure and an unexpected soaking!

This year, it was decided that the traditional Valentine
Disco would have a new venue, Carnarvon Hall. Time
spent searching for 300 red balloons, frantically
blowing, hanging them up and adding the finishing
touches to the hall, was all worth it when our team of
bouncers opened the doors at 8pm to a huge crowd
bustling in anticipation!

Be My Valentine!

Many queued up for the 'photo booth' and people shook
their stuff on the dance floor (even care staff!) until the
evening came to an end. We would like to say a big
Thank You to those who donated a huge amount of
oxygen for the balloons, we couldn’t have done it
without you!

Science Award

picture by Spencer Ward-Marvin

In October, Asher Ben Pearl travelled to the Rutherford
Appleton Laboratory to receive a special Year 9 Science
Achievement Prize. He commented afterwards, “The place
was amazing, like a small city! The exhibition hall had displays
about the things they did there, including astronomy, particle
physics, nuclear physics, laser physics and microelectronics.
Afterwards, we heard two lectures. The first lecturer, Professor
Dunne, explained what the Central Laser Facility did - where
the second most powerful laser in the world is housed. The
second lecture was given by Brian Maddison, who talked
about his work at the laboratory and he encouraged us to
pursue a career in science. Then it was time for the prizes,
which were given to pupils from different schools. I received a
certificate and a list of recommended books. I loved the whole
experience, it was an amazing place!”

Masterchef
Year 11 student Sam Fincham is picking up some career
enhancing skills in the Mary Hare school kitchen. Sam is
keen on catering and wants to become a professional chef,
so Catering Manager Paul Leverton invited him to spend
some time in the Mary Hare kitchens, after school and at
weekends, to get some 'on the job' experience.
Sam has been helping out by preparing and serving meals
to pupils and visitors, under the guidance and supervision of
the Mary Hare catering team and is doing an excellent job!
Sam commented, "I wanted to work in the school kitchen so
that I could lean new skills for when I become a chef when I
am older. I am learning lots of skills like cutting, cooking and
preparing food. The extra experience will help me get a
really good start. I would like to say a big 'Thank You' to
Paul for letting me work there."

the Award goes to...
Year 13 student Louis Kissaun won an award in the
‘Remark! Film and Television Awards’ ceremony, held in
November , for the best representation of a deaf character
and best use of BSL in a mainstream television programme.
Louis played the character of Danny in the Channel 4
programme ‘Shameless’, who was smuggled into the
country from Spain, in the boot of a car. His character is
deaf throughout the storyline but then shocks the audience
by revealing that he can actually speak and communicate in
good English.
Remark! is an independent production company that
actively supports the deaf community, including helping
those with talent and sponsoring deaf individuals and clubs.
The awards evening raised funds for the National Deaf
Children's Society, to support their work with deaf children.

Food and Farming - Update ...
Following on from the article in the last issue of ‘Soundwave’, the logo designed by the
Mary Hare team for Newbury Farmers’ Market in last year’s Food and Farming
Challenge, has now been incorporated into the market banners that can been seen
around the town.
Congratulations, once again, to Chloe, whose design was chosen - keep an eye out for
the design if you are shopping in the town!

WORK
Experience

Arlington Laboratories

hen I was getting close to going on my
work placement, I was very nervous
that I would not fit in well. When I
arrived at Arlington Laboratories, I had to go
through an induction to make sure that I knew
what I was doing in the event of an emergency

W

At 9 o’clock the post arrived and we had to sort
it out into normal post and urgent post. The
urgent earmoulds were grouped depending on
which hospital they came from and we put a
yellow label onto each box that said ‘MUST GO
TODAY’.
The details of those ones get entered into a
database which is linked to a server for Starkey
Laboratories in America. The urgent ones are
the first ones to be put in the database.
The room I worked in was very noisy - there were loads of air extractors around the room, roaring at full power to pull all of
the bad air out. I absolutely enjoyed it so much and I want to work there in the future. It made me felt more confident as I
fitted in really well and they gave me a gift at the end of my work placement. Morgan Litt-Wilson

Mariam Qazi (West Berkshire Council)
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WORLD OF WORK

Sam Halfpenny (Hartwood Oak)

Regency Park Hotel
n my first day of my work experience, I
woke up at 7.20 in the morning, ate my
breakfast very quickly, had a shower
and got dressed. Then I rushed to get on the
school minibus and we left at 8.15. When I first
arrived at the Regency Park Hotel with Michael
Watson, we were both fairly nervous.

O

First of all, we were taken to the hotel
restaurant’s kitchen. We met two waiters called
Tim and Jacob. They were really friendly and
explained to us what we would do and it felt so
welcoming. We started to clean the dishes and
set up the tables for dinner. Then we met a
waitress called Katherine. She was kind and
taught us how to fold the napkins in the right
(posh) way and it was very confusing…!
When our work experience was over, I felt more confident about my future and I realised I will have to work hard when I’m
older. I’m looking forward to leaving school and starting work as it will be a massive new experience in my life. I am hoping
that I will cope in the hearing world, I know it can be tough sometimes. Bryony Wall

In March, students attended a Work Experience celebration evening at the Regency Park Hotel (pictured below). Achievement
Awards were presented to Erika Lever-Hogg, Arran Thomas and Mitchell Graham. Rolf Choutan spoke to the audience about
his experiences working at the Vodafone global headquarters in Newbury. Amanda Richards, CEO of the West Berkshire
Education Business Partnership, commented afterwards, “The audience was in awe of his presentation abilities”

Andrew Tolmie (Newbury Library)

(l to r) Arran, Mitchell, Ericka and Rolf

Total raised so far

£1,171,400

One of the best things about Mary Hare is the
way all the staff get together for a good cause.
For the Reading Half Marathon in March, it was
the Murray House Appeal which drew together
staff from teaching, care, speech and language
therapy, training, IT and Arlington Arts Centre.

Some of the Mary Hare Marathon medallists, still smiling after the event!

On the day, we were blessed with sunshine, helping us to record good times on this tricky (and hilly!) course. Star performer
was care staff member Lee, who trained on his bike but still managed a time of 1 hour 34 minutes. Special thanks also go to
Head of Care, Ros, who drove us there and brought us back when we weren’t fit enough to drive! Mike Marlow
Donations are still coming in but the team hope to have raised around £1,700 towards the Murray House Appeal. Well Done!

Our thanks also go to ....
The Mary Hare Alumni Association who recently donated
Mary Hare parents and staff who contributed
Ticket holders who kindly donated

over £760, following the closure of a Life membership scheme

over £85, following a jewellery recycling appeal

over £1,000 following the cancellation of the Mary Hare School Christmas production

Mary Hare Hearing Centre clients who have donated

over £1,700 in the past year

Runners, swimmers and jumpers who have donated

over £2,600 in various sponsored tests of physical endurance!

Visiting the Just Giving website is an easy way to support the
work of the Mary Hare Foundation - a number of our supporters
have created their own Just Giving page, enabling us to raise over
£7,000 this way during the past year.
Mary Hare parent, Sarah Thorne (www.justgiving.com/sarah-thorne) is hoping to raise around £2,000 by running in the
2010 Virgin London Marathon in support of the Murray House Appeal. If you are about to take part in a fundraising
activity for Mary Hare, why not create your own page that friends and family can visit? It is great to see your sponsorship
mount up and read the messages of support along the way, to keep you motivated!
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FUNDRAISING NEWS

dance4aday

coming soon...

A 12 hour dance fundraiser, led by Mary Hare dance teacher Kylie Appleby
will take place in Arlington Arts Centre on

Saturday 24th April. The

day is open to dancers of all ages and abilities and will include sessions
on Improvised Dance, Musical Theatre and Street Dance.

The last

session of the day will be a ‘Silent Disco’ - come along to find out what
that’s all about! You can either collect sponsorship before you dance, or
pay on the day to join in individual sessions.

Mary Hare Christmas Market
in association with The Travelling Souk (www.thetravellingsouk.com)

Friday 1 October 2010
We have pleasure in inviting you to a special Christmas event at Mill
Hall, in support of Mary Hare Primary School. A unique shopping
experience, with specialist stalls selling everything from jewellery and
clothing to seasonal food and other exciting gift ideas for Christmas.
Join us for some early festive cheer!

Gala Dinner
The Mary Hare Foundation is
hosting a Gala Dinner and Concert
in June. Guests will be entertained
by Mary Hare pupils before
enjoying a dinner and auction in the
grounds of Arlington Manor. The
aim is to raise at least £50,000
towards the Murray House Appeal.

Shirt Off Your Back
Donations towards our celebrity
quilt are now coming in - supporters
include Mayor of London Boris
Johnson, tennis player Greg
Rusedski and TV racing presenter
John Francome. If you know of
anyone who might be willing to
contribute, let us know!

Clay Pigeon Shoot
In September, invited teams will take
part in a fundraiser at the Royal
Berkshire Shooting School. All
proceeds will go to Murray House
Appeal. If anyone is interested in
taking part, please contact the
Development Office at Mary Hare.

PRIMARY
News

In February, Primary pupils spent the
weekend at home baking, to raise money for

Cakes for Haiti

the people in Haiti who have nothing. There
were chocolate cakes, gingerbread men,
butterfly cakes, jam tarts, flapjacks, iced
cakes and biscuits. At morning break, Class
3 took their goodies along to the Secondary
school and set up a cake stall in Blount Hall,
much to everyone's delight! Pupils and staff
supported the cause generously and

over

£140 was raised, which went directly to the
Haiti appeal.

Well done to everyone who

helped - they were delicious!

Bracknell
In January, Mary Hare Primary visited the Discovery Centre
at Bracknell. The group had the place almost to themselves,
which meant no queuing for turns.
The children had great fun in the different science zones,
with lots of hands-on experiments, followed by a packed
lunch and fun in the adventure playground.
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PRIMARY NEWS

In December a group of children from Mary Hare Primary attended the Future Cheer Winter Wonderland Cheerleading
Competition at Crystal Palace. They entered as a demonstration team in the Special Needs category as a specialist group of
‘Cheervision’, which is coached by Paul Butler and funded by the School Sports Partnership of West Berkshire.

Mary Hare Firecrackers

The 10 excited children awaited their turn to show what they could do in front of the 2,000 spectators in the indoor arena.
Dressed in their red costumes, donated by the PTA, the ‘Mary Hare Firecrackers’ certainly looked the part and how they
performed! They were greeted by tremendous cheers and as soon as the music started, the children started to perform their
stunts and rhythmic movements. They were totally overwhelmed by the reaction of the crowd. Emotions were running high
and everyone connected with the group could not have been prepared for the standing ovation the children received.

Each competitor received a small trophy and ‘Cheervision’ received a special STAR award and trophy for the team showing
the most ‘dedication, commitment, spirit and hard work at the Winter Championships’. As a result of their success, Mary Hare
Firecrackers have been offered sponsorship for new shirts and invited to perform at the national finals in Nottingham and
international championships in Birmingham!

ALUMNI
News
Dear Alumni
We have been busy contacting those who were part of the ‘Life Membership’ scheme, offered in the past by the former
Old Pupils Association. After a majority vote, this scheme has now been formally closed (as membership of the MHAA
is now free) and the remaining funds, totalling £766.43, has now been donated to the Murray House Appeal. Thank
you to all who responded. This year, we need your feedback regarding future alumni reunions so that we organise the
type of event that the majority of members want - if you any fresh ideas or suggestions please email us at
mhaacommittee@maryhare.org.uk. Have a wonderful summer.

Catherine Woolley left Mary Hare in
1995

and

currently

Participation

Producer

works
at

as
the

Hayward Gallery at the Southbank
Centre. She recently made the top
50 'Women to Watch' in the creative
and cultural sector in the UK by the
Clore Leadership Programme (an
organisation promoting potential
future leaders in the UK) so she is
clearly destined for great things! She
tells us more...
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ALUMNI NEWS

Simone Goldberg, Chairman MHAA

Where and what did you study after you left Mary Hare?
I took a Foundation course in Art and Design at Manchester Metropolitan University, followed by a degree in Fine Art as Social
Practice at Wolverhampton. I later took evening classes at the University of London in Arts Management and gained a Diploma
in Youth Arts from the Weekend Arts College.

You have done a lot of interesting jobs – can you tell us a little about them?
In 2003 I was the Community Relations Officer for the Historic Royal Palaces and had offices in Hampton Court Palace and
the Tower of London as well as working at Kensington Palace and Kew Gardens. I organised community arts events to provide
opportunities for local people on low incomes to visit the palaces.
In 2005 I joined ‘Art on the Underground’ as their Community Projects Curator and oversaw major public art commissions and
poster campaigns across the Tube, produced from collaborations between local community groups, station staff and artists
from across the world. I also worked with organisations such as Arsenal Football Club and the London 2012 Olympic
campaign on major public art commissions.

What does your current job involve?
I have been Participation Producer at Southbank Centre for two years. I am responsible for organising a wide range of events
and exhibitions for the Southbank Centre, which is a 21 acre arts complex by the River Thames. I specialise in mostly visual
arts but sometimes work on classical music, dance, film and literature events.
I organise public tours for the Hayward Gallery and over 2,000 people took part in workshops I organised for families and
children last year, over the summer. I have worked on a variety of festivals, and was lead producer for ‘Pestival’, an
international arts festival celebrating insects that involved over 100 artists and was attended by over 100,000 people.

What is the most interesting or exciting project that you have worked on to date?
The most exciting project was the Christmas events programme in the Royal Festival Ballroom where I worked with a design
company to create a giant inflatable cinema that took the form of a melting igloo! One project that remains special to me is a
book of poetry written by London Underground staff at Kings Cross, called ‘Kings Cross is Rising’. It included several poems
by staff that witnessed the 7/7 bombing at the station and its aftermath - it was a really moving experience. I was very proud
to have been part of that.

Have you any advice for our students who might be interested in a job like yours?
If you are interested in a career as a curator or creative producer you need to have good organisational skills and learn about
the business side of the gallery and art industry. When I was at school, I was very good academically but I struggled with
social skills and team work. I had to work hard to win respect for my abilities and to build contacts within the arts world to
improve my career opportunities.
It’s important to gather as much knowledge as you can about contemporary artists by reading art magazines, visiting galleries
and going to exhibitions at art colleges. After leaving Mary Hare I took on several voluntary jobs at weekends and in the
holidays, in galleries and community arts organisations. I also set up my own exhibitions to ensure I had evidence of my skills
on my CV once I left university. Many people do not gain ‘on the job’ experience before they graduate and then struggle to
get work. I got a job within two weeks of graduating and have never looked back since.

Mary Hare recently welcomed two
former

pupils,

Charlotte

New

(pictured left) and Sophie Gilmore
(right) into the staffroom, as they
took up new roles as Teaching
Assistants in school.

Sophie and

Charlotte tell us a little more about
themselves...

Charlotte
I left Mary Hare in 1994 and many of my teachers are still
here today - it was great to see them all again when I came
back to the staffroom in September! After leaving Mary Hare
I went to agricultural college to study for an NVQ in Small
Animal Care. I went on to do a BTEC in Equine Studies as I
wanted to become a Veterinary Nurse. After college I moved
into eventing and racing to gain experience with horses.
In 2000, I took part in the BT Global Challenge, a round the
world yacht race. It was an incredible experience and very
tough. An unfortunate injury meant early retirement from the
race but I completed 5 out of 6 legs including the toughest
parts: rounding Cape Horn, the notorious Southern Ocean
and the Doldrums, which was more than enough!

My love of travelling and sailing meant that I have carried on
racing. I also help to deliver boats, support corporate events
and team building - teaching people to sail as well as visiting
different countries.
So, why was I back at Mary Hare? After my cochlear
implant, I signed up as a volunteer with NDCS and soon
realised that a new challenge was round the corner, working
as a Teaching Assistant. As part of my course I needed
some work experience, so I came back to Mary Hare and
really enjoyed it! I envy the pupils having the latest
technology in school. I hope to become a TA for deaf
children in either mainstream, or at a deaf school - I will see
what the year brings!

Sophie
After leaving Mary Hare in 1993 to go on to study Business Administration and Marketing Management at Oxford Brookes
University, I did not think for one moment that I would one day be back at the school as a member of staff. After my degree,
I went on to work for an IT company for a number of years before working from home as an Editorial Assistant.
Working at home worked well as I could fit the job around caring for my two young children. For some time I had wanted to
work in a school with a view to possibly training to become a teacher. With my youngest child starting school in 2009, I was
lucky enough to join Mary Hare School as a Teaching Assistant. When I started my new job in September, I must admit it felt
really strange to be back. Some things are still the same but there are so many new and exciting things.
I am especially impressed with Arlington Arts Centre with the music, dance and drama department. Having loved dance when
I was younger, I am really envious of the facilities available to Mary Hare students nowadays. It has also been nice to see
many familiar faces, although I do hope that the teachers who taught me are not feeling too old!
I am getting used to having a cuppa in the staff room now! I hope that by working as a Teaching Assistant I will be able to
share my own school experiences with Mary Hare students as well as my university experiences and working at a multinational corporation.

Patrick Hyland
Patrick left Mary Hare in 2005 and
went on to Central St Martin’s College
of Art & Design where he gained a BA
in Product Design. He is now at the
Royal College of Art studying for an
MA/MSc

in

Innovation

Design

Engineering. He recently came back
to

talk

to

students

about

his

experiences in Higher Education...

When did you first know that you wanted to follow a career in design?
I've always known that I was skilled at drawing and I loved problem solving - I have an enthusiasm to create something from
scratch and seeing a finished piece gives me a great sense of achievement. It's the passion in it that I love. I'm working on
re-designing a chair for a project on my MA course. The theme is 'Resurrection' and I have to turn a broken chair into a new
one by using its original materials with a hint of new materials thrown in to give it a second life. It has to be done in 4 weeks!

What is the most exciting project that you have worked on during your course?
In my final year at CSM I worked on a client project for Nokia. The brief was to create an environmentally friendly phone and
I came up with a ‘Nokia E-Cu’ (E for environment, Cu for copper from the periodic table). ‘Nokia E-Cu’ has an integrated
thermogenerator inside and is charged by sources of heat, removing the need for an AC charger. The
thermogenerator converts heat energy into electric potential energy and the phone is surrounded by
copper with engraved heatsinks. It can be charged by placing it on any source of heat e.g. a
radiator, even inside a pocket.

What would you like to work on in the future?
I would like to design innovative products which break barriers in disability. My dream is to design
a product which people will buy and use - it would be great to tell people that I had designed it! The
great thing about design is you can create absolutely anything, the list is endless, so I never get
bored. I think my career will revolve around design for a long time.
My tutors are design
professionals who come in to pass on their expertise and experience. I'd like to do the same,
because successful people inspire others. However, I've got to be quite successful first!

Have you got advice for Mary Hare students?
If you have an interest in anything design-related - just
be yourself and be passionate about it. Be confident
enough to create and develop your own style, don't copy
others, be different. People in the industry are always
looking for unique talent, being different to the others is
what catches their eye.
The most important thing is to be organised and stay on
top of things! (TIP: listen to your teachers - if you do,
they will help you). If I can do it and be where I am now,
then you can too.

You are young and unstoppable!

Mary Hare students were amongst the 1,133,246 young people from 235 countries who united on World Maths Day 2010, to
set a new world record by correctly answering 479,732,613 mental arithmetic questions! This year, we ran World Maths Day
as a House competition. Lots of pupils got involved but not so many staff this year - they knew from the 2009 event that they
were no match for our students! The most outstanding individual performance was by Lewis Martin in Year 13 who
correctly answered 17,548 questions, ranking him 79th in the World League Table and the 3rd highest scorer in the UK!
There were some very fast pupils too, answering an amazing amount of questions in 60 seconds, including: Terry Lim (48),
Cameron Cook (41), Gemma Sanders (39), Stephen Boyd (50), Luke Bryant (49), Hassan Sheikh (46), Nicholas Capper (45),
Lewis Martin (68) and Oliver Harper (41). Well done to everyone who took part - start limbering up for next year!
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