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The Editorial Team would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of ‘Soundwave’.

If you would like to submit an item, for inclusion in the next publication, please send your material to:

Sally Beckett or Deborah Buckland at Mary Hare School.

Tel: 01635 244233 / 244200 (voice/minicom) / email: deborahb@maryhare.org.uk

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS GRATEFULLY RECEIVED, SO START WRITING, DRAWING, PAINTING, CREATING NOW!



3CELEBRATING SUCCESS

In November, we held a poetry competition for students in

Years 7 to 9. Each year group was given exemplar material to

get them started before writing their own poems. The

results were very successful and twelve particularly good

poems were passed on to ‘Great Minds’, a national poetry

competition for schools.

The experience has been a triumph for our pupils: eight of

the twelve entrants won Certificates of Merit for writing ‘a

poem of distinction’.

In 2005, their winning poems will be published in a national

anthology of secondary pupils’ poetry. Our congratulations

go to David Hedges, Katrina Jones, Chris Maher,

Lewis Martin, Maya Pearce, Oliver Richardson,

Thomas Rowley, Roger Watson and Helen Willis.

Year 8 were asked to write on an ‘Activity’ theme, in the style

of Wilfred Noyce’s poem, ‘Breathless’.  Here is the piece by

Roger Watson (pictured right) for you to enjoy.

My Dad pushes the boat out from the bay
We float
The wind has dropped
Ready about! GO!
Woah! The wind is here
Sailing fast, as if through time
Woosh! Aargh!
We capsize
Short, sharp pain as the boom hits your head
Ram the centreboard down
Dad levers us up
Off we go!

Fishing boats chug past
Ready about! GO!
Sailing for hours on end
Getting tired
Spinnaker fills out
Off we go!
I grab the tiller
Arms tense
Pain continues
Heart beats
Legs ready
Ready about! GO!

Once again Mary Hare School has topped the school performance tables

in West Berkshire in the Value Added measurement. 

With a score of 1,2541, the School demonstrates that the profoundly and severely deaf young

people attending achieve exam results at GCSE that are two or three grades higher than would

have been predicted at Key Stage 2. 

The Value Added measure now records the progress made by a child from the age of 11, when

entering secondary school, for the full five years to GCSE level, providing an accurate and fair

way of measuring pupils’ achievements. 

School Principal, Tony Shaw, is delighted with our latest success: “Now that the Value Added

score is measured over the longer period of five years, we can get a much truer picture of how

each child is performing during their life at secondary school.  We are obviously delighted with the

results achieved again by Mary Hare, showing that given the right support, profoundly deaf chil-

dren can really excel.  During 2005 we look forward to working with even more schools who are

teaching deaf children with the aim of helping them to learn from our experience.”

1 A score of 1,000 = national average  

A score of 1,050 = top 5% of all schools nationally

V A L U E  A D D E D  S U C C E S S

Poems of Distinction

S A I L I N G
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Mr Ogus congratulates Stephen Weatherall

(l to r) Mr Shaw, William Stone, Mr Ogus, Aman Johal and Mr West

DaySpeech
Speech Day brought with it a small piece of living history in

the form of Mr Anthony West, High Sheriff of Berkshire

and member of the school’s Board of Governors, who came

to present this year’s prizes and certificates.

Mr West talked about his duties, explaining that the office of

High Sheriff has existed in England for over 1000 years. The

early High Sheriffs were the King’s representatives in a

county; powerful men who were empowered to collect rents

and taxes and dispense justice.

Mr West admitted that modern day duties, although demanding

of his time, were generally more mundane.  In fact, he

told an amused audience that the only use he had made

of his ceremonial sword, was to open a lunchtime sandwich!

The opening address was made by the chairman of the

school’s Board of Governors, Mr Hugh Ogus, who con-

gratulated Tony Shaw on his recent appointment as the new

Principal of Mary Hare Schools.  Dr Ivan Tucker has now

taken on a new role as Chief Executive Officer of Mary Hare.

Among the prize winners who had achieved excellent examination results or who were rewarded for achievement in other

areas, special mention must go to Stephen Weatherall, now reading Physics at Oxford University, who received the

Chairman’s Prize for academic achievement at A Level, with 5 A Levels in Chemistry, French, Geography, Mathematics and

Physics.

Congratulations also went to Aliya Gulamani and Sam Calder who shared the Principal’s Prize for Academic

Achievement at GCSE, with 20 top grades between them.  Head Girl Amanprit Johal and Head Boy William Stone

brought the afternoon to a close by offering the vote of thanks and, in reminiscing on their own experiences at Mary Hare, they

thanked the school for the confidence it had given them.

Sam Calder, Mr Shaw and Aliya Gulamani
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Students from local schools had plenty to say for themselves

at the Thatcham and District Rotary Club annual ‘Youth

Speaks’ competition held at Mary Hare School in November.

Gerry Cowan, Master of Ceremonies for the evening, com-

mented in his opening address that Mary Hare seems to

have become the permanent home for the competition.  This

may be due in part to the excellent buffet provided in the

interval by Moyra and her catering team!  The Rotary Club

also offered their thanks to Peter Gale who again helped

with the organisation of the event as well as rehearsing and

supporting the Mary Hare team.

Participating local schools were Kennet, Trinity, Downe

House and, of course, Mary Hare.  Our brave volunteers in

the senior section of the competition were Kirsty Day,

Rebecca Rose-Hood and Holly Lane who told the

audience of about seventy Rotarians, staff and competitors,

in a forthright and engaging manner, exactly why ‘Schools

Should be Closed Down’.

Rebecca introduced the team and topic and straightaway

had the audience smiling as she joked about her Black

Country accent.

Kirsty relaxed into her role as the main speaker as she

explained just why children are better off at home with their

parents rather than being educated by teachers who after all

just do the job for money!

Kirsty asked who has ever needed to be able to solve an

equation in their daily life and of what possible use is

Shakespeare, before concluding that with the resource of

the internet and online learning, schools should surely be

consigned to history books.

Holly was full of smiles as she presented the vote of thanks

and assured the audience that they loved Mary Hare really!

After some lengthy deliberations by the adjudicators, the cup

for the junior section was awarded to Trinity School for their

hilarious presentation on ‘Laughter - the ultimate cure-all’

and the senior cup was awarded to the Kennet team who set

out a convincing argument against smoking. 

It was a great evening of well researched arguments that

offered plenty of food for thought; as Colin Heslop, President

of the Thatcham Rotary Club said to the students, “There

are no losers, you are all winners!”

Colin Heslop congratulates the Mary Hare senior team

“SCHOOLS SHOULD BE CLOSED DOWN!”
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In September, landscape artist Nick Schlee came to talk with my Year

12 Art class.  He brought some very impressive paintings with him,

as well as some sketchbooks with beautiful studies of the Berkshire

landscape.  I was very impressed when I looked at his paintings and

he gave us some good advice on drawing. 

Nick feels that there are no lines in reality, only shades and contrast

in colour.   He explained that he wants to capture the mood and

memory of a location - not just a photographic representation.  For this

reason he doesn’t use a camera but relies completely on his sketches,

which are produced on location. 

After visiting us, Nick was off to London to set up an exhibition of

his work.  I really enjoyed listening to him.  It was the first time I had

met a landscape painter and it made me think about my own work.

I hope the sales went well in London!

Former Mary Hare pupil Roy came in September to talk to the Sixth

Form about contemporary art.  He feels passionately that it is essen-

tial to be aware of what is happening in the rest of the art world and

to know what is going on around you.

He showed examples of a range of internationally acclaimed artists
and explained that art is definitely not just about painting - it’s also
about questioning the social and political behaviour of the world we
live in. 

His presentation started with the frozen head by Marc Quinn, made
from his own blood and famously unplugged by a cleaner, leaving
very little left!  One of the most unusual pieces was ‘House’ by
Michael Landy - a replica of the artist’s parent’s house, which occu-
pied the whole foyer of Tate Britain.

The diversity in Roy’s presentation illustrated that you do not have
to like a piece of art to appreciate what it is about.  There are no lim-
itations to the development of an artist’s work, providing you have
the ideas and the imagination.

Nick Schlee

Roy Kerr

By Andrew Cochrane

BookGuest
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In September, the Conservative Member of Parliament for Fareham,

Mark Hoban, visited Mary Hare School.  Mr Hoban is Shadow Minister

for Public Services, Health and Education with responsibility for

Special Educational Needs.

Mrs Wylie welcomed Mr Hoban to the school and, along with sen-

ior members of staff, spent some time with him before he undertook

a tour of the school.  Mr Hoban spent over an hour meeting staff

and pupils and sampling lessons in Art, Music, Dance, IT, Food

Technology, Science and French. 

The pupils were keen to meet Mr Hoban and allow him to see for

himself what makes Mary Hare such a ‘special’ Special School.  We

hope that when his Party’s policy on Special Education Needs is next

reviewed, schools like Mary Hare continue to be recognised and val-

ued for their work with children who have a special need.

David Galdamez has been a friend of Mary Hare teacher David

Hollitzer since 1970 and he came into school recently, to talk

about his country and to perform some traditional Colombian

music.

He lives in Bogotá, Colombia and has travelled to Europe many

times to sing and play guitar at international peace camps in

Switzerland and the Balkans.   Colombian people enjoy hundreds

of spellbinding songs with different and contrasting rhythms

and our pupils enjoyed listening to a small sample of them:

‘EL PESCADOR’ (The Happy Fisherman) - a traditional folk song

from the north of Colombia; ‘ALMA LLANERA’ (The Soul of the

Savannah) - a cowboy song from the Colombian and Venezuelan

border; ‘LA PIRAGUA’ - the heroic legend of a boat and its twelve

man crew rowing endlessly along the longest Colombian river,

the Magdalena.

In November, Year 11s gathered in the Hall, thinking we were in for

another tedious lecture about our future - how wrong we were!  The intro-

duction by a member of the Crag Rats team made it clear that this was

not going to be an ordinary session of advice and information for post-

16 options!

The four of them were soon dancing and singing like maniacs in scruffy-

looking school uniforms. They talked about their horoscope for the week,

reading out predictions that offered words of encouragement for anyone

starting to think about their future. 

The whole performance was very stimulating and educational at the same

time. I thought their ideas were very original and refreshing. In my con-

versation with Hattie after the performance, she commented, “It made

teenagers want to listen, rather than feel they were being lectured at” and

I have to say, I agree with her.

Crag Rats

David Galdamez

Mark Hoban

By Justine Durno 
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Bonjour, my name is Nathalie Guichard

and I came to Mary Hare in October to help the pupils with

their French.  I am studying British Literature at university in

Versailles and I’d like to be a teacher.

I help pupils from Year 7 to Year 12 and it’s interesting to be

on the other side of the desk and to impart my knowledge to

the children.  I like England and I would like to teach here

later for a while and then go travelling in other countries.  I

hope this year will continue to be as good as it has started!

Congratulations to our Catering

and Domestic staff who have just completed the latest round

of Health and Safety training, gaining a very well recognised

qualification from the Royal Institute of Public Health and

Hygiene.

Three people, Kathleen Coventry, Eileen Emberlin

and Erika Clancy gained 100% in the examination and

our congratulations go to them and the rest of the Catering

and Domestic team.

This year we were sorry to say goodbye to

Louise Allen, who had worked at Mary Hare School, Mary

Hare Primary School and the Burwood Centre for six years.

Louise has been a very popular and hardworking member of

the Speech and Language Therapy department and she will

be much missed by colleagues and pupils.  She has rejoined

the National Health Service in a more administrative post,

but still working with hearing impaired children.  Their gain is

our loss!

In November, we were pleased to welcome
Alison Gilbert, who has joined us from the NHS in

Chertsey, Surrey. Alison will be working with both Primary and

Secondary pupils and we wish her success in her new post.

Nathalie Guichard

Louise (left) and Alison (right)

Sharing their success in Blount Hall
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At the end of the Spring term, we said farewell
and Happy Retirement to Guy Rogers, who took on the

role of Bursar for Mary Hare School in 1992.

During his tenure, the job has grown significantly and his

department is now responsible for looking after the financial

and material needs of the two schools as well as five other

associated businesses.

Year 10 pupils Emily Troddyn and Hannah Douglas

asked Mr Rogers a few questions about his time at the

school and his plans for the future:

What will you miss most about Mary Hare
School?
The people and the friends I have made over the years.  I

have also enjoyed working in such a unique environment,

helping staff and pupils like you!

What will you enjoy most about retirement?
Not working!  I will also appreciate having the time and free-

dom to travel wherever and whenever I wish.

Which part of your job have you enjoyed
the most?
The diversity of my job has made the whole thing enjoyable,

but I do enjoy the contact with people.  The financial side of

the job has been the least interesting!

Do you have any advice for your successor?
No, not especially.  Everyone comes to a new role with their

own range of skills and experience and I wish my successor,

Guy Cowley, all the best.

What are you planning to do?
My wife and I are planning a 2,000 mile drive up to the Arctic

highway in North America, in our motorhome.  The journey

will take about eight weeks and we are really looking forward

to it.

The main project for 2006 will be to buy some land and build

our own home, which I imagine will keep me busy for some

time.

Guy Cowley, our new Bursar and Director of Corporate

Services, is now settling in to his new post and we are

pleased to welcome him to Mary Hare.

Guy Rogers

New arrivals on the Mansell House
Care Staff team include Lucie, Catherine and Gwen.  

Lucie has numerous hobbies, including art, which has

already resulted in some beautiful pictures for us.  She has

taken on the role of keyworker for Year 9 boys.

Catherine has worked as an outdoor instructor since grad-

uating from  university, teaching activities such as archery

and abseiling.  She is a qualified canoeing instructor and

spends most of her free time kayaking or surfing.

Gwen previously worked at Prior’s Court School for autistic

children and has just returned from a round the world trip.

She will be the Year 10 keyworker until Fiona Bowman

returns from maternity leave.

(l to r) Lucie, Catherine and Gwen
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During the Autumn term the school hosted a two-day business and enterprise project,

involving Sixth Form students from Mary Hare and John O’Gaunt School in Hungerford.

Newbury Building Society’s ‘Champions of Enterprise’ is a

regional project supported by West Berkshire Education

Business Partnership.  What made this particular local heat

unique was that the Mary Hare pupils worked in partnership

with their peers from John O’Gaunt School, Hungerford and

this joint approach proved to be a great success.

The programme was extremely intense.  Student groups

had to learn very quickly exactly what is involved in running

a business selling children’s garden play equipment.

Over the two days they had to come up with a company

name, a logo, a business plan and a range of marketing

ideas for their product and then give a presentation to a

panel of judges from local business.  

The top groups were then asked to present again to the

remaining Year 12 audience and the winning team, whose

company name was ‘Activ Kidz’, included  Mary Hare pupils

Louise Saunders, Rebecca Thomas and Graham

McClune.

The event was a great success, with the

co-operation between the two schools

making for an excellent atmosphere.

The judges were amazed by the quality

of the presentations, especially in light of

the fact that time had been so tight.

The winners went on to take part in an

exciting regional final at the Corn

Exchange, Newbury in February.  The

Mary Hare / John O’Gaunt team rose to

the occasion and performed very well.

Overall winner at the end of the evening

was Theale Green School and we would

like to congratulate all the pupils who

worked so hard during the programme.

Students working on their icebreaker activity - building a tower using only jelly babies and spaghetti!

C H A M P I O N S  O F  E N T E R P R I S E

The jubilant Mary Hare / John O’Gaunt team 



Year 12 student Aliya Gulamani has been at Mary Hare for five years and

is studying English Literature, Psychology and Media Studies.  In her spare

time, the study of Astrology is a particular passion of Aliya’s and she says, “I

find it an amazingly accurate insight into another world and an excellent way

of finding out more about people’s character.”  We asked Aliya to share some

of her knowledge - see if this description fits you or anyone you know!

Our zodiac signs are based on the position of the sun at the time of birth and

the sectors are named after fixed constellations.  Each sign has specific fea-

tures and keywords for the people who are born under them.

In astrology there are four elements and each element has three zodiac signs:

Fire: Aries, Leo and Sagittarius; Air: Gemini, Libra and Aquarius; Earth:

Taurus, Virgo and Capricorn; Water: Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces. 

Fire Signs are strong, dramatic, enthusiastic, direct, outgoing and joyful.  They tend to be life lovers,

optimistic and enthused for the most part, but capable of theatrics and temper outbursts when angered!  

Earth Signs are material, practical and detail oriented.  They handle things with responsibility and seri-

ousness.  They are stable and goal-oriented and generally more concerned with things that affect them

directly. 

Water Signs are emotional, responsive and reflective.  They filter everything through their emotions and

life is felt on deep levels rather than observed.  They are intuitive people and tend to be sensitive and

vulnerable, often creating a strong self-defensive shell to deflect potential wounds. 

Air Signs are creative, positive and thought oriented.  They channel everything through their thought

processes and tend to be tolerant and understanding.  They are people-oriented and extremely communicative. 
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Every year we welcome new students to our Sixth Form and in 2004, eleven pupils

joined the Year 12 group.  How does it feel to change schools at this stage of your

career in education?  We asked one new student to let us know...

My name is Natasha Brewer. This is

my first year at Mary Hare School, doing A

Levels for two years.  I am studying IT,

Media Studies and Photography.  My last

school was Heathlands School in St Albans

which is a signing school, so it was a big

contrast coming here.

Before I started at Mary Hare, I was very

nervous about going to an oral, boarding

school.  However, soon after I began I

started enjoying myself and have made

lots of new friends.  I also really enjoy

studying my new courses; all three sub-

jects are very interesting and I have man-

aged to fit into the oral school.  At the end

of my first term I took part in the Christmas

production and learned five new dances,

which was great fun as I have danced

since I was three years old.

I’m glad I made the decision to come to

Mary Hare School and look forward to the

rest of my time here.

Natasha Brewer



Kitchen
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What did you actually get to do during the day? First, I was taken for a tour around by a chef called

Arthur.  The top room was for family dining and the bottom one was for private functions - they were beautifully decorated.

After that, I had to get changed into a chef’s uniform, blue and white checked trousers and a white jacket with a black hat. 

I worked at the pasta bar for ten minutes making ravioli then I moved downstairs to ‘hell’s kitchen’ to do exciting jobs like grat-

ing 140lbs of parmesan cheese!  At one point I felt really dizzy due to all the heat and steam so I went back up to the pasta

bar, where I worked for the rest of the day.   

Did you get to sample any of the food? Yes, I had some extremely rich chocolate cake (sorry Jamie, but I

didn’t like it!).  I also tried some real chocolate, which contains about 90% cocoa solids, but it was exceedingly bitter. They told

me to try some jelly with it and it did taste better, but it

was even better with banana ice cream!

Did you get to meet Jamie Oliver? No,

but I did get a signed copy of his latest book, ‘Jamie’s

Dinners’.

Is catering the career for you? I’m not

really sure.  I liked being really busy, but at times it was

manic and the pressure of doing something wrong and

letting so many people down was unbearable.

Overall, did you enjoy the day? Yes, it

was a fantastic experience and I got to meet some

lovely people.  It also helped me to appreciate exactly

what the world of catering is like.  Thanks to my teacher,

Mrs Martin, for organising this for me.

Jason shares his culinary expertise

During his week of ‘work experience’, pupil Jason Mycroft was given the chance to

spend a day at ‘Fifteen’, the restaurant of celebrity chef Jamie Oliver.  Afterwards, he

was interviewed by his year group.

Jason’s
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I worked at ‘Acres of Fun’, a local children’s nursery and at first

I was really nervous  - I lacked confidence and didn’t know what

to say or to do.  When I arrived, all I did was smile…the children

were so adorable!

On my first day, Kay, the manager, took me on a tour and later

I was asked to help children to eat their breakfast, play with

them and also put them into bed. 

Communication with adults was a bit basic but the children

made me feel more confident.  I expected to make mistakes on

my first day, but no!  I learned how to control the children and

how to communicate with them.  It was hard at first but I felt

more comfortable by the end…it was brilliant! 

During the week I did painting, drawing and read stories with the children - it was a great fun.  One day I made food for the

children at lunchtime, which was difficult because some children didn’t like it!  The last day was so emotional - the staff and

children were lovely and made me feel sad to leave.  I did everything with the children: played with them, read to them, put

them to bed and fed them…I felt like I was a mother to them! The staff were really nice and kind although they could have

involved me more on some days.  I did enjoy their company and I miss them all!  

Now it is over, I am not sure about my future.  I don’t feel confident enough yet to mix with hearing people and yes, I do admit

that I prefer to be in the deaf world.  However, that won’t help me in the future at all and I know I will be prepared to face the

world when I leave Mary Hare!

I worked at the local hospital as a nursing assistant,

which was perfect for me as I want to be a nurse and

then go on to train as a midwife.

Sister Michelle was really nice - she always looked at

me when she spoke and her speech was clear, so I

could understand her.  I enjoyed my first job on the

Reception desk and soon learned that ‘Outpatients’ was

“down the corridor and on the right”!

I spent time in the Minor Injuries Unit and the podiatry

(foot care) clinic, where the staff explained about their

job and introduced me to the patients.  

In the Day Care Unit I helped to make beds, serve tea

and I watched a nurse put a drip in a patient’s hand. I

got on well with the nurses in the ward and Sister asked

me to teach one of the student nurses about diabetes

and show her how to do a blood glucose test. This went

well and she scored full marks in her knowledge test.

Either I’m a good teacher or she was a good listener! 

I really enjoyed my day in the X-ray unit.  All the staff

were very friendly and very interested to know how I felt

about being deaf.  In the fracture clinic I watched peo-

ple having parts of their body plastered. 

Although I enjoyed the whole week, the time on

Donnington Ward, where I helped to look after the elderly

patients, was the best.  I served their meals, helped

them to walk, carried their handbags and talked to them.

I really enjoyed working at the hospital and I am definitely

going to miss being there.  Now that it is over, I feel

more confident about my future and going out to work in

the hearing world.

Acres of Fun By Pembe Alp

‘Down the corridor, on the right’ By Alison Schofield

Pembe has ‘Acres of Fun’!

Back at school, Alison gives James a quick check-up



On a cold and windy November day, we made the

long journey to Bournville to visit ‘Cadbury

World’.  First stop was history time, where we

learned how chocolate was first discovered a long

time ago.

Then we moved on to the section showing how

cocoa beans are cut from the trees in Ghana and

then shipped to the UK’s two factories, before

being sent to the Cadbury’s factory, where they

produce ‘Dairy Milk’, ‘Buttons’, ‘Curly Wurly’ and

loads more.  We also went on a ride through the

journey of the cocoa workers, before arriving at

the chocolate testing area.

After lunch in the cafe we did some shopping in

the Cadbury’s shop.  Lastly we went to ‘Cadbury

Land’, a park with shows and some small shops,

which was  very interesting.  Some of the pupils

played in the park. 

Then it was time to go back to the minibus and

head back to Mary Hare School.  Although I have

now been to Cadbury World three times, the factory is

still great and the chocolate is yummy!  I would like

to thank the care staff for taking us and especially

Kiri-Lynn Gardiner for organising this trip.

As soon as we got off the

minibus you could smell the

chocolate - it was lovely!

14 TRIPS & OUTINGS

In 2001, over 70,000 hoax calls were made to
the emergency services, throughout the
United Kingdom, draining £29 million from
much-needed resources.

The launch of the ‘Hoax Impact Project’ is
designed to raise awareness, of the problems
caused by making hoax calls to the emer-
gency services.

To coincide with the launch, a group of
Photography and Media Studies students
recently visited the Royal Berkshire Fire and
Rescue Service headquarters in Reading.

The group was able to explore many different
aspects of the work carried out by the Fire
and Rescue Service, including some ‘hands-
on’ experience!

This research material will be used by the
group in various aspects of their follow-up
coursework.

“ “

By Sophie Clark-Lemaire 

Emergency

Yummy!

Charlotte to the rescue!



Year 9 pupils Lizzie Pearson and Chris Maher

were interviewed by Year 7 about their school trip

to Aberdovey in North Wales.

What did you do? We stayed for four days. We

did water sports and climbing as well as team

games.  We also went canoeing, made our own raft

and jumped off a jetty into the sea. 

Does everyone have a go? Yes! Everyone

gets the chance to try an activity.

What was the food like? It was chips with

everything – very unhealthy! The sandwiches were

good and we got a cooked breakfast. In the cabin

our leaders cooked pasta and vegetables – it was

alright.

Where did everyone sleep ? There were

separate boys and girls houses – the showers were

good. Yes, we got our sleep - we needed it! 

Were you homesick? No, because we’re used

to being away from home and we certainly weren’t

missing school work!

15TRIPS & OUTINGS

In November, a group from Years 10, 11 and

12 visited Tate Modern in London.  As we

entered the building we were surrounded by

sound -  part of an audio installation called

‘Raw Materials’ by the artist Bruce Nauman.  I

heard words such as ‘thank you’ and ‘work’

being repeated over and over again.

I saw work by artists such as Picasso and Rene

Magritte and there was a whole floor dedicat-

ed to ‘Landscape and Environment’, which I

am researching for my AS Level project work,

so I was able to look at many different inter-

pretations on the subject.

As you moved through the galleries, you were

able to experience many different ways of pre-

senting art: painting, photography, sculpture,

installations and video. The trip broadened

our experience and perspective on what art

is all about.

By Hannah Evans

Ready!

Perspective

What score would you give

Aberdovey? Ten out of ten!“

“
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The two lovers were beautifully portrayed by Justine

Durno and Joseph Wylde.  Comedy was provided by

Andrew Cochrane, playing the hen-pecked boyfriend of

the feverish Frankie Roberts, and André Hedger was

an athletic adversary to the stylish Hamish Cooke.  The

whole drama was given a choric commentary from above by

Martin Kenyon, Philippa Merricks, Hattie Bowden

and Adam Watson.  Different moods - sultry, upbeat,

comic and tragic - were evoked by the singing of Frankie,

Fatima Niemogha and Georgia Dalton.

What was new in this show was the superb level of dancing,

imaginatively choreographed by new teacher, Miss Kylie

Appleby.  Everyone was captivated by the energy of the full-

stage set pieces – including some amazing break dancing and

basketball routines – the pathos of the death scene and the

grace and beauty of the Spanish acoustic dance to ‘America’. 

Lower East Side Story

PrChristmas

By Mr Marlow

A DVD of this performance is now available – please contact the School Office if you would like a copy

Mary Hare School’s Christmas production was a 21st century version of ‘Romeo and Juliet’. The show was a great success with

over a hundred pupils performing and assisting backstage.  Hence, sincere apologies to the many who are not mentioned by

name in this brief review.
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The Mary Hare Primary School’s Christmas production was

a splendid version of that well known story about the journey

to the Emerald City.

Andrew Tolmie was a wonderful bookworm wizard,

wearing a bright, starry costume and waving his magic dust.

Martha Brownlow, Jack Moodie, Andrew Gilmour

and Georgina Lofthouse were very confident and clear-

speaking main characters, happily tramping together down

the yellow brick road.

Class Two performed very well as scarecrows and tin men,

with some excellent dances and quickfire dialogue. Class

One were visitors to a toy shop, and bought their toys  from

William Risdale, who was an authoritative shopkeeper.

Everyone remembered their words very well and enjoyed

taking part.  Members of the appreciative audience com-

mented afterwards that it was a very successful production

and we are glad that everyone enjoyed it!

Wizard Wonderland

roductionsas

A DVD of this performance will be available shortly!



5am is a very early start, but when you are on your way to

the Big Apple it doesn’t seem so bad.  We picked up the

Kennet School students and made our way to Heathrow.

We were all checked in smoothly and then headed for the

departure lounge for some breakfast.

When we landed at JFK, we were even given preferential

treatment to get through US Immigration, something that

surprised the regular US visitors!

Our bus was waiting outside the terminal to whisk us off to

the hotel and, after an hour to settle in, we were off to the

Empire State Building to view the city at night.  

This was an outstanding opportunity to take some breathtak-

ing photographs and to just absorb the atmosphere before

we took to the streets, heading for Times Square.  

Many of our party had only seen the square in films and on

TV so it was magical to be really there.  Exhausted but excited,

we made our way back to the hotel to prepare ourselves for

the next busy day.

In the morning, we tried the New York subway, as we trav-

elled to Battery Park to take the short boat ride to the Statue

of Liberty.  Photographic opportunities were again abundant

and we spent much longer than intended on the island.

Back in Battery Park we were treated to some hip-hop

dance routines from the street performers who regularly fill

the area.

We walked through the streets to ‘Ground Zero’, still a som-

bre venue which brought home the true horrors of that day.

The firehouse nearby housed the fire crews who were expe-

riencing celebrity status, posing for pictures with the tourists.  

Later that night it was time for an excursion to

the Rockefeller Centre, with more photography

as well as a chance to try ice-skating at this

famous open-air venue – with mixed results!

Saturday combined photography with shopping

before an evening boat tour of Lower

Manhattan, which was a wonderful way to see

such places as the Statue of Liberty, from a

unique vantage point. 
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By Mr Boyd

It was a great opportunity to take some

wonderful photographs and a great chance

to explore lots of interesting places. I have

lots of memories to treasure.

“ “

A  T A S T E  O F  T H E  B I G  A P P L E

At the top of the Empire State Building



Sunday morning and we were off

to the Guggenheim Museum and

a walk in Central Park.  A lot more

photography on this day, with a

final night-time visit to Times

Square.

Monday meant a return to the Empire State Building, to view

the city in daylight.  Breathtaking views were the best

farewell to the city that we could have wished for.  All that

remained was a final burst of photography as well as last

minute shopping before we headed for the airport.

Everyone from both schools enjoyed the trip, which was

physically demanding but well worth the effort.  The contri-

bution from the staff and pupils from the Kennet School gave

the trip an added dimension, allowing us to work with another

school and to form a partnership which would continue long

after the plane had landed.  

The trip gave students from both schools that chance to get

to know each other and an important aim of the trip was to

promote integration between deaf and hearing students, so

that a better understanding can be gained from both points

of view.  

Kennet Head of Photography Tom Smith commented, “I can

honestly say that this trip was one of the most educationally

fulfilling experiences I have had in twenty eight years of

teaching.  Our students were presented with the photo-

graphic opportunity of a lifetime and  made friends with pro-

foundly deaf people of their own age, breaking down barri-

ers in a way that few of us will ever encounter.    They will

take away not only better Photography grades, but also an

experience that will live with them forever.” 

See the ‘Gallery’ pages for some of the excellent
photographs taken on the trip.
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New York is the best city I have ever been to.  I

really appreciate the effort that our teachers

put into taking us there!
“ “

Taking a well earned breather!

A school trip with a real difference!  A whistle-stop tour of New York, accompanied by

students from the Kennet School, Thatcham.  This was a unique opportunity for both

schools to work closely together and the trip was a huge success.
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Jake questions the ‘GHW’ - do you know who it is?

Witch?

22 ENGLISH

What name do you use for public life?
Various ones - that way I cannot be traced.  I usually pose as the head of a charity.

What is your full name in the witches’ world?
Witches don’t dare to call me by my true name.  Most of the time they call me “O Brilliant One” or “O Mightiest One”.

Where in the world do you live and what job, if any, do you do?
I live in a desolate place in China.  I only have a job if the situation demands it!

Do you find it difficult to keep yourself disguised?
No!  I am a witch of high and mighty magic.

Where do you buy wigs and shoes without getting found out?
We witches always trade with one another. 

Why do you hate children so much?
They smell, the way they act so sweet, everything about them.

Could you tell me about one truly horrible thing you have done?
Once I turned some children into mice and waited for their parents to put out traps!

Finally, what is your ambition in life?
I would have thought it was obvious - to get rid of every child in the entire world!

Anyone who has read ‘The Witches’ by Roald Dahl will recall that the witches were bald-headed creatures with claw-like hands and

toe-less feet!  Year 7 pupils were sent out to interview the Grand High Witch to find out how she maintains her secret identity and to

think about what she might look like, without her clever disguise...

A WITCH by Omar Farooq

I think a witch looks like this...
It has scaly skin and green seaweed for hair
It has flippers instead of hands and feet
It has a wand that looks like a wooden snail
It has black robes that float around it
It has a black hat with seaweed spouting
out of it.
It can breathe underwater
It has fangs, like a vampire
It has many spots and warts
It has a belt with a gourd of magic potion
It has a muscular body with hair,
It has a beard!

Which

By Jake Cyriax and Timothy Weston
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My favourite teacher was at one of the first schools I went to.  Her name was Mrs James

and she was very nice.  She was never strict and when someone was naughty she would

make a joke out of it. 

She taught all the lessons and knew how to teach them well.  I looked forward to going to

school and she was my friend.  She taught me in Year One, which was one of my favourite

years.  We only had her for one year, which was upsetting.  I remember many times at

school when I did something wrong she understood and was very nice to me. 

She made lessons fun and she gave loads of sweets out.  If it was your seventh birthday

she gave you seven sweets but with one extra.  She had ginger hair and green eyes.  She

always wore normal clothes and she spoke in a soft, quiet voice.  She knew everyone very

well and looked after everybody.

In a world without sound
I use my eyes to hear around
I taste what is going on
The sounds I hear are normally wrong.

In a world without sound
It’s so easy to feel down
The deaf world is so small
Hearing people build a wall.

In a world without sound,
Being deaf won’t make you frown
The deaf world is alive
The hard of hearing forever thrive.

In a world without sound
There are things you don’t want to hear around
When the world is at war, hatred without rest
Believe me, this is true,
Sometimes being deaf is best.

My favourite teacher...I have loads of

favourites!  But there’s one teacher who I’ll

never forget - her name was Mrs Wilson

and she was a peripatetic teacher for the

deaf.  She had black hair and brown eyes,

she wore glasses and had a warm smile.

She had a lovely personality that always

made me laugh when I was down. 

She came to my class when I was in Year

6 and 7, three times a week, to check my

hearing aids and help me if I didn’t under-

stand the work the class was doing.  At the

time I struggled with my times tables, so

she decided to help me to do the best I

could, by teaching me the ones I wasn’t

sure about and, before I knew it, I had

learned them quite well! 

While doing some class work with her, we’d

drift off in a conversation, nothing to do with

the work we were supposed to do!  Every

so often, she’d arrange trips with other deaf

children I knew, to go to interesting places.  

One of them was to see a police dog train-

ing show - I had a good time there and I am

grateful to her for making some time for us.

Out of all the teachers I’ve ever met, she’s

the one I won’t forget!

M Y  F A V O U R I T E  T E A C H E R

By Meghan Durno

By Ben Glover

WORLD WITHOUT SOUND by Ally Schofield
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This term has seen the introduction of more interactive

whiteboards into the school. Eight boards and projectors

have now been installed as the first phase of a plan to make

this technology widely available for teaching and learning

throughout the school. Jonathan Chambers in Year 12

says “It’s brilliant!  Everyone gets involved in the lesson”.

Year 13 students have been actively involved in the installa-

tion programme.  As part of their AVCE coursework, they

were asked to build a PC that could be used to drive the

interactive whiteboard software and projectors.   

Craig White commented, “It was nice to have a real reason

to build the computer instead of just making it for our course-

work.  We had a few problems, but we figured it out and got it

working”

Faye Richardson advises Mrs Howe on how to use the new technology

Year 13 students calibrate the new equipment

A new way of working has been introduced by teacher

Simon Thompson, who has created a website containing

support materials for IT lessons.  Pupils can log on to the

site and work through the tasks, some of which are

assessed automatically online, whilst others are uploaded to

be marked by a teacher. 

The teacher can attach a grade and any comments and

send it electronically back to the pupil.  The system keeps a

record of pupil marks and tracks their progress through the

tasks.

Because it is a web-based system, it is also possible for

pupils to access it from home if necessary.  So far, the sys-

tem has been trialled with Year 9 and the plan is to extend it

to the rest of the Key Stage 3 ICT curriculum.

Simon Thompson introduces students and staff to his new programme

Interactive



I think that some of my friends may have become a bit bored with me talking about sailing

all the time, but I just can’t help it because I enjoy the sport so much. I have only been

sailing for 18 months but it feels as though I’ve been doing it for ever. 

It all started... in May 2003, when we went to the Lake District on holiday and we

rented boats to go out on Lake Windermere.  The first boat was a canoe, the second was

a motorboat and best of all was the third trip on a Wayfarer, a family-sized sailing dinghy. 

I enjoyed it so much that during the summer my dad took me sailing on a nearby reservoir

where you can rent all different types of boats.  We started with training boats but by the

end of the summer we had also tried a Buzz (high performance dinghy) and a Dart 16 (cata-

maran).  I learned the basics and also how to capsize and then turn the boat back up again. 

We joined Aylesbury Sailing Club which is based at a small reservoir

near home and for my birthday I got a second-hand Topper.  This is

a single-handed boat designed for the under 16s. It has a mainsail,

rudder and daggerboard and it is easy to capsize and turn back over.

I had my first sailing lesson in September and two weeks later I took

part in my first race!  I didn’t win but I enjoyed it anyway. 

Serious training began... when I got a drysuit at

the Southampton Boat Show, so that I could carry on sailing until the

end of October.  The drysuit is completely waterproof with rubber

seals at the neck and wrists.  It is a bit uncomfortable but it does

keep you warm.  After a break for winter, I started again in February

and went on a sailing course, which was brilliant even when we did

the theory classes. 

When the sailing season began I started to sail with one of the older club members in his GP 14.  Even though the Aylesbury

reservoir is small, the racing is taken very seriously and I have learned a lot about racing tactics; by the end of the season we

had won the GP14 class cup.  That year I started racing in my Topper again.  I went on another training course and took part

in several of the RYA Eastern Zone Topper Series races.  I haven’t won any of the races yet but hopefully next season I’ll be

better - some have been racing for four seasons and are very good.

On holiday... last year, I went to Chichester where I was able to try

out lots of boats and get my RYA Level 1 and 2 certificates.  Next year I hope

to get RYA Level 3 and start some of the high performance dinghy courses.

We also went to Greece where we chartered a yacht, which was very different

from dinghy sailing but still lots of fun.  We were lucky that the weather was

still hot and we could stop in many bays to anchor and go swimming. 

When the season ends... I like to buy the dinghy magazines

and read about the latest equipment and plan what I am going to do next year.

At the end of the season my dad bought a really old wooden GP14 which had

been left at the sailing club.  We brought it home, took all the rigging and

equipment off so that Dad and I could rebuild and refurbish the boat over the

winter.  We started to strip all the paint off the hull.  However, we found that

we could not work when the weather was bad so we put up a big marquee in

the front garden to cover the boat.  Mum didn’t seem pleased!

Now it’s March and time for the National Dinghy Show, then it’s off to start the

sailing season again!  If I haven’t bored you yet, why don’t you come sailing

with me?

25SPECIAL FEATURE

HAVE I BORED YOU ABOUT SAILING?

Our rebuilding project

Simon at Topper race training camp

By Simon Thursz
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S W I T Z E R L A N D By André Hedger

In the summer of 2004, I was lucky enough to go

climbing in Switzerland with one of the best

climbers in the world, Matt Spencerly.  I met him

two years ago  on the chalk cliffs at Brighton

when he was training.  He came 5th in the World

Championships in ice climbing last year so I knew I

could learn plenty from him.

Matt lives in Switzerland, surrounded by cliffs and

mountains. Matt’s friends were the healthiest

people on earth.  They could all climb very well

and often ran up a huge mountain every morning

for an hour.

After fruit salad for breakfast and no lunch, Matt

said, “We’re having a late BBQ tonight.” Brilliant!

Burgers? Kebabs? Steak? Fish?  “We’re having

grilled vegetables.”  Living with vegetarians, I was

was really going to miss meat for nine days! 

Climbing every day was very hard as I was keeping up with a professional and hanging from the rock with just three fingers (I

already had a broken finger, which was killing me).  Initially I did a lot of ‘bouldering’ where you climb without a rope.  You need

to feel for holds and there is a mat below for safety as you try to climb round the overhang.  I once did six moves in four hours,

as the climb was almost impossible.  I just had to keep trying - “Never, never, never give up!” 

I climbed for a minimum of twelve hours each day

and we did many big route climbs with ropes and

equipment.  In Switzerland there are cliffs every-

where and some are the hardest climbs in Europe.

I was hoping to make it to the top of the Eiger in

the Alps, but unfortunately the weather was too

dangerous - three people had been killed that

week by an avalanche. 

I did a few hard climbs in bare feet as Matt said it

would make my feet stronger and by the end my

feet had scars all over them.  I tried not to make

any mistakes - Matt could get pretty cross at even

a small mistake, as he has seen many people

injured or killed when climbing. 

There is no such thing as safe climbing.  There is

always danger: you can either fall off or something

can fall onto you.  I remember being half a metre

away when a huge rock fell off the cliff, knocked off

by the climber in front of me. 

My safety motto is: ‘NEVER STOP
CHECKING EVERYTHING - FOR
MYSELF AND THOSE WHO ARE
AROUND ME.’ I came back with my finger

badly damaged and very hungry but I had stayed

safe!
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I C E L A N D B y Helen Willis

Last summer I visited Iceland with my parents.  Our destina-

tion was a hotel in Dyrholaey on the edge of a glacier called

Myrdalsjokull.  All the place names in Iceland are impossible

to pronounce!

The hotel was made of wood (like most of the buildings in

the countryside) and it was really comfortable and cosy

inside.  Our room looked out over the glacier, very beautiful

and  peaceful.  

Iceland is just an amazing place.  There are waterfalls

everywhere.  We could climb behind the huge falls at

Seljandsfoss and Gullfoss which seemed as big as Niagara

Falls!  I got soaked as we climbed up close, but it was worth

it.  When the sun shone on the spray it created the most fan-

tastic rainbows.

They call Iceland the ‘land of four seasons in one day’.  We

walked for miles up the sides of volcanoes and alongside

glaciers, carrying all our kit with us.  One moment it would

be incredibly cold (particularly if we were close to a glacier),

the next it would start to rain or quite suddenly the sun would

come out and it would be really hot.  Very confusing!  

We needed hiking poles to walk in the river valleys, as we

had to keep crossing streams and balancing on loose rocks.

Valleys like Hafurargil, Thorsmork and Gjain were full of

amazing rock shapes caused by the cooling lava.

The Icelandic people are very superstitious.  They have

many legends that explain the strange rock shapes and they

tell stories of frozen trolls and elves and giants.  

They call the elves and trolls ‘the hidden people’ and believe

that they are always around but will only reveal themselves

if they want to.  There is one valley, Thorsmork, where there

is an enormous rock formation they believe is an Elf’s

Cathedral.  You can get married there, but I wouldn’t advise

it, as you wouldn’t want to upset the elves. Our Icelandic

guide told us that when they were constructing a road last

year, they made it with a huge diversion around one set of

rocks because they did not want to upset the troll who lived

there!

They also call Iceland the ‘land of fire and ice’ and it’s easy

to see why.  We visited a lake full of trapped icebergs at

Jokulsarlon.  You could go out onto the lake in a boat, but

there was a guide in a rubber dinghy finding a safe path

between the icebergs.  The icebergs were moving all the

time.  The ones that had just turned over were an amazing

clear blue in colour.  

We had to come back to land by a different route, because

the icebergs had already cut off the way we came in.  On

another day we went to Geysir, where there are hot springs.

There were more than ten geysers there and the biggest

erupted every ten minutes, shooting water high into the sky.  

You can swim in the hot springs.  The most famous place is

the Blue Lagoon.  The water smells of bad eggs (hydrogen

sulphide).  It is incredibly warm and sometimes rather too

hot!  The water is full of silica, which is meant to be really

good for the skin.  It is also bright blue in colour because of

the friendly algae that grow in the hot water.  You can hard-

ly see in front of you because of all the fumes and steam

coming off the water, but it’s a great experience. 

Iceland is also known as the ‘land of the midnight sun’.  It is

situated close to the Arctic Circle and in the summer the sun

never sets, so it is light all the time.  This took some getting

used to!  Luckily, because of all that walking and climbing we

were so tired we got to sleep with no problem at all.  If you

get the chance, you really should visit Iceland.  It’s magnifi-

cent and magical.  It’s like the set of the Lord of the Rings,

complete with all the trolls and elves!
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In October staff and pupils all wore their jeans, for the

JEANS FOR GENES event, which raised £190.  We held a

charity lunch in December to raise more money for STEPS,

the charity for children with limb abnormalities.  The kitchen

staff produced a fantastic choice of soups for lunch, which

were incredibly tasty and the total amount raised was £500.

Another annual fundraising event is CHILDREN IN NEED,

when staff and pupils wore black and white and looked

incredibly smart, especially one or two staff members in their

dinner jackets!  

We also sold fairy cakes iced in yellow with red dots, which

went down a treat and the proceeds from our Firework Night

display were also added to make our grand total reach an

impressive £400!

During the Christmas production interval, hotdogs and

doughnuts were served along with coffee, tea and fizzy pop.

Donations from parents, friends and families were collected

for the charity BARNADO’S and we were delighted to be

able to send a cheque for £400.

After the shocking and tragic news of the earthquake in Asia

on Boxing Day, we decided to raise money urgently.  We col-

lected donations from pupils who were extremely generous.

We also held another charity lunch and the Catering team

produced another range of even tastier soups!

We continued raising money for the TSUNAMI APPEAL and

we were able to send £400 on behalf of Mary Hare School.

So a massive thank you to everyone for all your help and

support with our fundraising throughout the year.

Staff and students support

‘Black and White’ Day

for CHILDREN IN NEED

Every year, Mary Hare staff and students pull out all the stops to raise a great deal of

money for a variety of charities. This year has been no exception and we are always

delighted to see such enthusiastic help for the causes we have chosen to support. 

T H A N K  Y O U !
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Operation ‘Christmas Child’ By Heidi Barton

In 2003, Kath Poynter, MBE, visited us to talk about her com-

mitment to this project.  Kath works tirelessly all year round,

collecting empty shoe boxes, buying up toys from car boot

sales, knitting mittens and hats, making small toys and gen-

erally raising money to buy the items which go in the 300

boxes she sends off every year.  

Each year the gift-filled shoe boxes are distributed to children

in Eastern Europe, who have very little compared to the rest

of us. The children may be homeless or live in orphanages; some

have been displaced by natural disaster, conflict or poverty.  

It was a privilege to be involved in this year’s OPERATION

CHRISTMAS CHILD shoe box appeal at Mary Hare School.

Pupils in all year groups responded with enthusiasm and

generosity to this very worthwhile cause.

The readiness of pupils to get involved in the project and put

a little bit of themselves into each box - a photo, a message,

a toy they have grown out of - is something that does them

credit.  The target for Mary Hare school was 50 boxes and

we sent 92 - so well done everyone!

As members of the School Council during

2003/04, Rebecca and Daniel Clements

got together and decided to raise money for a

new ‘Playstation’ for each of the houses,

Manor and Mansell. They shared a stall at the

2003 Sports Day and organised a treasure hunt

game for each House.

Winners were Camilla Willis, who won a

cuddly toy and Lauren Austin, who won a

skateboard.

A total of £145.50 was raised and Manor

House now has a ‘Playstation’ console with

two dance mats and four games.  Mansell

also has a ‘Playstation’ console with an extra

joypad and five games.

P l a y
S t a t i o n s

Stop Press...Mary Hare parent Carol Jones is bravely tackling the London

Marathon again (17th April 2005) and will be running to raise funds for the refurbishment of the

Mary Hare Youth Club.  If you would like to sponsor her, please  email: jonfam6@btinternet.com
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OVERALL RESULT
1st Arnold

2nd Braidwood

3rd Beverley

4th Mary Hare

Cross Country The annual Cross Country competition took place in the

last week of the Winter term and went exceedingly well, so THANK YOU to all who took

part.  This event gets tighter, i.e. more competitive, each year and many runners were

keen to improve on last year’s timings.  As always the event was fiercely contested but

here are the results:

Junior Girls (Individual)

1st Karina Jemmott

2nd Elizabeth Pearson

3rd Asha Hilton

4th Nicola Phillips

Junior Boys (Individual)

1st Aeron Mazija

2nd Ryan Barrow

3rd Conor Dunne

4th Jacob Willis

Senior Girls (Individual)

1st Camilla Willis

2nd Beth Simmons

3rd Rebecca Rose-Hood

4th Sally-Ann Muller

Senior Boys (Individual)

1st Saul Allison

2nd Philip Swift

3rd Louis Francis

4th Daniel Hopkinson

Junior Girls (House)

1st Mary Hare

2nd Beverley

3rd Arnold

4th Braidwood

Junior Boys (House)

1st Braidwood

2nd Beverley

3rd Arnold

4th Mary Hare

Senior Girls (House)

1st Arnold

2nd Beverley

3rd Mary Hare

4th Braidwood

Senior Boys (House)

1st Braidwood

2nd Arnold

3rd Mary Hare

4th Beverley
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OVERALL RESULT
1st (equal)

Braidwood / Beverley

3rd (equal)

Arnold / Mary Hare

Swim Gala On a cold and damp February day, the Mary Hare pool suddenly looked very warm and inviting

when pupils took to the water for this year’s Swim Gala.  The event was a great success with some excellent individual and team

performances helped on by the uproarious support from the sidelines.

There was strong competition in many events

and by the end of the morning, three records had

been broken in the Junior Gala: Beverley

House (Medley Relay), Lizzie Pearson

(Individual Medley) and Chris Mayer (1 length

freestyle).  In the Senior Gala there was some

particularly fierce competition amongst the boys,

with some fine diving in the boys’ senior relay

event.

Junior Gala Results

1st Braidwood (50 points)

2nd Beverley (48 points)

3rd Mary Hare (39 points)

4th Arnold (33 points)

Senior Gala Results

1st Beverley (53 points)

2nd Braidwood (46 points)

3rd Arnold (43 points)

4th Mary Hare (30 points)

Basketball...The Mary Hare Year 11 Basketball team has achieved excellent results during the season.  Last

year they won the league and came runners up in the cup competition.  This year, they won the cup and came runners-up in

the league!  The cup winning Year 11 team:  Ken Emezie, Tim Quigley, Jason Mycroft, James Arnold, Ryan

Marshall, Lee Green, Thomas Giddens and Louis Francis.

The Year 9 Basketball team (pictured left) has

also made an outstanding start, winning their

first ever game against a very good Hurst

team, with a score of 18-15.  They then found

their stride against a useful Kennet side and

won impressively 45-11, before demolishing

the Clere team (traditionally a strong

Basketball school) 57-12.

Back Row (l to r) with Mr Owen:

Dominic MacNeill, James Alexander,

Damien Peters and Jamie Chang.

Front Row (l to r): 

Pierre Gaudion, Aeron Mazija,

Charning Peters, Chris Maher, Rowan

Warnock and Ryan Barrow.

Not pictured:

Simon Williams and David Hedges



MEDIA SPOTLIGHT
A cheque for £10,000 was recently presented on behalf

of Barclays New Futures to support the development of

an exciting new community project.

Mary Hare students will be working in collaboration with

a group of young people connected to the nearby

Watermill Theatre, supported by ex-BBC producer Alan

Davidson.  The aim is to produce a video, raising

awareness of issues surrounding deafness, communi-

cation and the integration of deaf and hearing people.

The combined group have already taken part in some

‘ice-breaker’ activities and the Mary Hare team have

given presentations on issues around deafness.  They

are now working hard together and we look forward to

following their progress over the coming year.

32 SHORT CUTS

SPOOKY NIGHTS
Students dressed up in lurid garb for a night of fun and frights

before the October half term break.  Supper was a ghostly

experience, with pumpkin lanterns and a bubbling cauldron

providing the lighting for a meal of Bats’ Wings, Witches’

Fingers, Vampire Broth and Green Sludge!

A walk through ‘The Haunted Mansion’ invited the bravest to

slip their hands into mystery boxes of horrid delights.  Figures

appeared in ghoulish costume, causing fits of screaming by

suddenly grabbing a passing arm or leg.  Lights flashed,

while bodies appeared and disappeared, doors burst open

and monsters roared!

Carnarvon Hall was festooned with webs, spiders and bal-

loons and the dance floor was full of monsters, witches,

ghosts and ghouls ‘getting a groove on’.  Truly a scary sight!  

D r e a m  T e a m  P l a y e r
The roller hockey skills of Calum Thompson have earned him a well

respected place in his home team of Newton Abbot Knights, as well as local

team Reading Rhinos.  In 2004, the NA Knights were crowned national

champions and in an exciting final, everyone was delighted when Calum

scored the winning goal in extra time!

Those taking part in the tournament selected the best players for a ‘Dream

Team’ and, for the second year running, Calum was named among them.  He

has also been named ‘Player of the Year’ at NA Knights three years in a row

and once for Reading Rhinos.

Why not ask him more about roller hockey and maybe you might like to give

this amazing sport a try?

Alan Davidson (left), Peter Sedon-Jones (Barclays) 

with some of the Media Studies team
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Diana Princess of Wales Award for Young People
Five pupils were recently chosen to receive the Diana,

Princess of Wales Memorial Award: Philippa Merricks,

Jessica Reynolds, Ryan Marshall, Francesca

Roberts and Kirsty Price.  The Award is to recognise

and celebrate the outstanding contributions made by many

students to their school and communities.  

The Mary Hare pupils won the award for their inspirational

qualities, demonstrated through their commitment and work

in the field of peer mediation.  Many of the younger pupils

paid testimony to the students, who have helped them settle

into a new school away from home, showing willingness to

support them on a day-to-day basis.

T E A M  W O R K
This year an inter-form competition was introduced for Year 7

pupils, to encourage each form to work together as a team.

Pupils are able to earn merits for punctuality, politeness and

consideration, co-operation, equipment and appearance.

The pupils have found the competition challenging but at the

end of the Winter term, the first prize winners were

announced and Form 7MM were declared the form with the

highest number of merits – 462 out of a possible total of 600.

Well done to all of our Year 7 pupils who have continued to

work hard this term, earning points for their form.

KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY
Brothers James and Jack Arnold have been at Mary

Hare School since the age of 11. The brothers are keen to

achieve good results, so that they can move on to the Sixth

Form with a view to higher education in the future.

Not to be outdone, their grandmother, Sue Arnold, thought

she would join in with the studying.  Sue manages an RNID

home in Brighton and puts her expertise with the deaf into

practice by working there with six adult residents.  

Sue is currently undertaking an NVQ Level 4 in Care and we

are proud that she has chosen Mary Hare to help her achieve

this award. 

Some of our new Year 7 pupils at the start of the year
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
We now have around thirty very enthusiastic students who

are working towards their Bronze Award, in four sections:

Skill: learning a new skill or improving on an existing one -

our group has chosen items from web design to cooking.

Physical Activity: taking part in a sporting activity and

attending regular training - current activities include climbing

and horse riding. Service: something to bring benefit to the

community - our courses include Animal Welfare, Emergency

First Aid and Childcare.  Expedition: candidates must plan,

train for and complete a two-day, overnight expedition carry-

ing everything they need, including tents and cooking stoves.

We have recently been working on map-reading skills and

have been practising our camping cookery, with some inter-

esting results!  Planning and training for our trial expedition

during the Easter holidays has also been a major focus.

O u r  F u r r y  F r i e n d
In the Manor House, some of the staff have begun feeding a ‘wild’ tabby cat who

visits late each evening, after pupils have gone to bed. He/she is quite timid but is

getting bolder as the days go by.  Lots of meowing takes place (not sure if this is

a ‘thank you’ or a telling off for being late with the milk!) 

It now goes by the name of ‘Tucker’ - because it always ‘tucks’ into its food with

gusto.  It isn’t thin by any means and has a very glossy coat - come to think of it,

maybe it has an owner after all and is just pulling a fast one when offered a free

meal?!

DEAFLYMPICS 2005
The Deaflympics were held in Australia in January.  Among

the British deaf athletes taking part was Mary Hare pupil

Alex Simmons, who won a Bronze Medal in the Mixed

Doubles Tennis.  There were also many former pupils

involved with the GB Men’s Football team, who beat Iran 2-1

in the final to take the Gold Medal.

Mary Hare teacher Chris Gwynn joined the coaching team

for the GB football squad and to help send the team on their

way, Mrs Noble and Mrs Howe bravely swam a total of 300

lengths of the Mary Hare pool and raised over £600, thanks

to the generosity of our staff and pupils.  

Just before his departure for Australia, a cheque was pre-

sented to Mr Gwynn by footballer Darren Campbell, from

Reading Football Club’s first team squad.
(l to r) Mrs Howe, Mrs Noble, Chris Gwynn and Darren Campbell



In November Mary Hare Primary held a buffet lunch and a special assembly to say goodbye

to Pru Bourne, our Head of Care, who retired after fifteen years at the school.  Pru looked

after our 10 and 11 year olds in Tudor Wing and played a significant part in helping them

to develop their self-confidence and independence before moving on to secondary school.

We would like to thank her for her huge contribution to the life of the school - producing and

directing our very successful Christmas shows being the most public of her many roles.

News
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Everyone’s a winner!
For the past few years, our Primary School pupils have been

invited to enter a competition to design the corporate

Christmas Card for Starkey Laboratories, the world’s largest

manufacturer of hearing instruments.

This year, it was decided that the entries were of such a high

standard, that everyone deserved a prize!   Mr Mark Sander

(Director) visited the school on behalf of Starkey

Laboratories, to present certificates and prizes to the delighted

pupils.

Top prizes went to: Natasha Lumley (1st), Andrew

Tolmie (2nd), Jack Moodie (3rd) and  Alex Ash (4th)

Pupils with Mark Sander (Starkey), Dr Ivan Tucker (Mary Hare Chief

Executive) and Mrs Karen Smith (Head of Centre)

Primary

Every week our older pupils travel to Falkland Primary School,

Newbury for a session of team games such as touch rugby, foot-

ball, netball or hockey.  Four of our younger pupils also integrate

for afternoon sessions, accompanied by our Teaching Support

Assistant.

We in turn welcome a number of Falkland pupils for a morning of

Literacy and Numeracy, assembly and playtime.  We are very

grateful to the Falkland School teachers and especially to their

Headteacher, Alan Askey, for making this link between our

schools so successful and enjoyable.

Our Falkland Friends

Thank You to Mary Hare parent Sarah Grigg, who is organising ‘The Bunny Ball’ at the

Crown Plaza, Marlow, Bucks, on Saturday 1st October 2005.  All proceeds to be shared between Mary

Hare Primary School and CICS.  Tickets cost £50 and can be obtained from Mrs Grigg - 07788 595999.
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Fundraising In October, Mary Hare School hosted a Quiz Night, supported by NatWest Bank in

Newbury.  Thirty teams from local business bravely tackled the rounds of tough questions, devised by David Buckmaster,

Commercial Banking Manager at NatWest.  There was delight when the winning team was announced, as the ‘Home Team’

of Mary Hare teaching staff came in first, just ahead of the Dreweatt Neate / Baker Tilly combined team, followed by James &

Cowper in third place. 

The event raised a grand total of £2,093.50 towards

the PACE Centre appeal and everyone was  delighted

with the success of the evening.  We hope to maintain

our winning streak when we host a similar event in

October 2005!

During the same week, we were pleased to welcome

Mr Stuart Gibbon, Customer Service Department

Manager at the newly opened Waitrose supermarket

in Newbury.  Waitrose has responded generously to

our ongoing ‘Take A Seat’ Appeal for the PACE Centre,

by sponsoring 10 seats in the new auditorium.

Mr Gibbon spent some time touring the school, before

presenting a cheque for £2,000.  This donation will be

acknowledged by placing a plaque on each of the ten

seats with the company name.

If you would like more information about the ‘Take A Seat’ appeal,

please contact the Mary Hare Foundation office.

Towards the end of last year, 250 guests attended a fundraising

dinner and concert at Combe Manor, Hungerford, in support of

the PACE Centre appeal.  The black-tie event was organised by a

committee of volunteers, led by Kirsten Loyd and Sarah

Henderson.  The Mary Hare musicians were well received and a

standing ovation from the audience resulted in an unplanned

encore!

Diners were entertained by a first-class auctioneer, who managed

to extract £42,000 for the nine auction items on offer.  One item, ‘A

day on the film set of a major British film’ (donated by Working Title

Films Ltd), was successfully bid for by guests from Vodafone, who

promptly gave the prize back to the school, to be shared by some

lucky pupils in the near future.

In all, the event was a triumph, raising over £107,000 towards

the appeal.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank Kirsten

and Sarah and all those who worked so hard to make the evening

such a resounding success.

Paul Stewart (Deputy Head Boy) and Jane McMillan (Development Director)

receive a cheque from David Buckmaster of NatWest Bank, Newbury

Mr Stuart Gibbon presents a cheque on behalf of Waitrose

A P P E A L  U P D A T E
L a t e s t  T o t a l :  £ 2 . 1  m i l l i o n



Building After just over two years of fundraising, the contractors arrived at the beginning of February to start

work on the PACE Centre.  The building work will take approximately 15 months and we hope to have the centre ready for use

by the summer of 2006.

In the meantime, work continues to

raise the funds still needed to fully

complete the project.  Our ‘Take A

Seat’ appeal is still running and there

are a number of events and fundraising

initiatives planned for the coming

year.

Thank you to all of the companies,

trusts and many individuals who have

supported the PACE Centre appeal,

since it was first launched in

November 2002 - we couldn’t have

done it without you!  We look forward

to the first Mary Hare production in

the newly opened PACE Centre.
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Coming soon ...
Saturday 30th April 2005 

Music Concert at the Corn Exchange, Newbury

We are grateful to Charlotte Lewis (sister of Mary Hare pupil Amelia),

who has organised this event in support of the PACE Centre appeal.

This will be a delightful evening of music and dance, provided by over

twenty local school and community arts groups - with something for

everyone, from classics to jazz!

Tickets cost £7.50 and are available from the Corn Exchange Box Office: 

Tel 01635 522733 / Fax 01635 582223 / online at: www.cornexchangenew.com

Tuesday 21st June 2005 

The Mary Hare Race Evening

Enjoy an evening’s racing at Newbury Racecourse and support the

PACE Centre appeal at the same time!  All six races will be sponsored

in support of Mary Hare and for racegoers there will be an opportunity

to bid for some excellent prizes in the ‘Mary Hare Envelope Lottery’.

We are delighted to offer a special entry package, which includes a Members Enclosure Badge, a Race Card,

a TOTE Betting Voucher and a sandwich / drink on arrival.  

Packs cost £25 and are available from the Mary Hare Foundation Office:

Tel 01635 244233 / foundation@maryhare.org.uk
(Packs must be purchased at least 14 days in advance)

View from the PACE Centre site - Sixth Form campus (left) and Howard House (right) 
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JOHN LATHEY
Hope everyone is well at Mary Hare!

When I left Mary Hare in 2003, I decided to take up an

apprenticeship in plumbing.  I applied for this at my local col-

lege in Sheffield and after a couple of successful interviews,

I was enrolled on the course. 

I attend college once a week on a Wednesday and I work for

the city council during the rest of the week.  From time to

time I do a bit of overtime to get an extra bit of cash!

It has been really interesting to learn the trade.  I passed my

exams in 2004 in Key Skills and Plumbing NVQ Level 1 and

I am now studying for NVQ Levels 2 and 3.  The course is

due to finish by October 2005. 

When I am qualified, my plan is to move to the capital city

for a few years for some experience, before managing my

own company!

Hello to all our members

You may not have heard from us for a while, but things have been productive. The priority at the moment is

transferring our records on to the Mary Hare School Alumni database.  The process takes a while, as each

record has to be checked, but we already have around 750 updated records for leavers between 1950 and 2004,

with hundreds more to go.  Once this has been done, we can turn our attention to organising the reunions and

social events that I know many of you are waiting for!

We hope you have enjoyed logging onto our new website, www.maryharealumni.org.uk.
Over the coming months we will continue to work on enhancing the site and add new features.   Meanwhile,

please continue to pass the word round to your friends and family. If you have any suggestions for the future of

the Alumni Association, please don’t hesitate to contact us - all suggestions are welcome!

Till next time folks

Simone Goldberg
Chair, Alumni Association 

NewsAlumni



ANNA MCCABE
I was at Mary Hare between 1993 and 2000 and I have recently

graduated from Sheffield Hallam University with a 2.1 (Hons)

degree in Business Information Systems.

I thoroughly enjoyed my university years although there were

some difficulties.  As part of my degree I had a placement in a

small company, which made me realise that computing was prob-

ably not right for me and that I would prefer work that had more

contact with people.  However it did give me valuable experience

to put on my CV when applying for jobs.

In 2001 I won a Jack Ashley Millennium Award to attend a deaf

studies course at Gallaudet University (the only deaf university in

the world).  This was followed by teaching Maths at St Lucia

School for the Deaf in the Caribbean and working as a volunteer

in a Deaf Summer Camp in Maryland, USA.  I enjoyed the trip so

much that I returned to be a counsellor at the camp the following

summer.

When I graduated last year, I decided to stay in Sheffield and after applying for lots of jobs, I am now happily working as a full

time Administrator / Receptionist for the Deaf Advice Service Sheffield.  This is an independent charity offering deaf and hard

of hearing people and their families free advice on a wide range of problems including welfare benefits, debt, tribunal repre-

sentation, divorce and immigration. Every day I am learning more and more about the British Legal and Benefits System!
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JAMIE MCALLEY
Hi there, I was a student at Mary Hare between 1990 and

1995 and went on to graduate from Anglia Polytechnic in

2000 with a BSc in Audio and Music Technology.

Since then I have worked in financial services, for Standard

Life as well as Legal and General.  However, my career has

now taken a U-turn and I am currently training as an

Audiological Scientist for the Royal Sussex Hospital in

Brighton, where I am based.

I am studying for an MSc in Audiology at Southampton

University this year and I hope to be able to draw on my own

experiences of hearing impairment to help others and under-

take research.  Music remains a strong personal interest

and it is great to see my old school going from strength to

strength!



Alex Simmons and Chris Gwynn return triumphant from the 2005 Deaflympics in Melbourne
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